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Jesus heals a blind man  John 9:1-41  



 

 

Welcome to St. Luke. 
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our Worship Service. Thank you.  
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Welcome to St. Luke Lutheran Church. We are glad that God brought you to worship with us today. 
We rejoice in your presence among us this morning to praise and adore our Lord Jesus Christ! 
Please take a moment to fill out a Visitor Card located in the pew rack in front of  you and drop it 
in the offering plate, so that we may have a record of your visit. Please come back and join us soon. 
You are always most welcome at St. Luke.  

Please turn off or silence your cell phone. Thank you.       

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
March 19, 2023 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 

Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the story of the man born  
blind healed by Christ. “I was blind, now I see,” declares the man. In baptism God opens our eyes to  
see the truth of who we are: God’s beloved children. As David was anointed king of Israel, in baptism  
God anoints our head with oil, and calls us to bear witness to the light of Christ in our daily lives.   
 

Liturgy for Today: We will Worship today using liturgy and hymns from Year A of the ELW and 
Setting Eleven of the All Creation Sings Worship Book. Today’s liturgy and hymns are provided in 
this bulletin for your convenience. Congregational response is marked with a bolded C.  
 

Worship During the Season of Lent: Lent is a spiritual journey for the whole congregation. It is  
a rather solemn time which provides Christians an opportunity for renewal in both mind and spirit.  
We make certain liturgical changes to highlight the Lenten emphasis: The liturgical color is purple 
(symbolizing penitence); draping of crosses as a “fast for the eyes;” the use of the Kyrie; no alleluia. 
We use an alternate setting of the Holy Communion liturgy and prayers. 
 

Altar Flowers: Today’s Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in Memory of Loved Ones 
by Jean Stewart. 
 

Offering: Please place your offerings in the plates near the doors to the sanctuary. Thank you. 
 

9:00am  Adult Forum “Jesus -The God who Knows Your Name” 
   Topic: Great Teacher 
 

10:00am WORSHIP SERVICE ~ with Holy Communion   
  Our Worship Service will also be available for viewing  
  Sunday morning “LIVE” on our Facebook page and later on Youtube 
 

11:30am  Coffee Hour 
 
5:00pm  Lenten Dinner and Program 
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 ST. LUKE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
By grace, we know, love, worship and serve  
Jesus Christ as we proclaim His Good News.  
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(This week in the ecumenical prayer cycle, we will be praying for the people and churches of:  
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania.) 
 
 
 
PRELUDE  
 
 
(We stand and face the Baptismal font) 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, 
 who journeys with us these forty days, 
 and sustains us with the gift of grace. 
C Amen. 
 
 
P Let us acknowledge before God and one another 
 our need for repentance and God’s mercy. 
 
 
(Silence for reflection) 
 
 
P Holy God, 
 we confess to you our faults and failings. 
 Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word; 
 we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; 
 we spoil rather than steward your creation; 
 we cause hurt though you call us to heal; 
 we choose fear over compassion. 
 Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
 as we seek to follow in your way of life. 
 Amen. 
 
 
P Hear the good news: 
 God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, 
 so that all may receive life. 
 This promise is for you! 
 God embraces you with divine mercy, 

 † forgives you in Christ’s name, 
 and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 
C Amen. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

THE GATHERING 
ENTRANCE HYMN, “God, Whose Almighty Word”   
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GREETING       
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
 
KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray.  
 Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us.  
 By your gracious life and death for us,  
 bring light into the darkness of our hearts,  
 and anoint us with your Spirit,  
 for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,  
 one God, now and forever.  
C  Amen. 
(We sit)       

 
THE WORD 

After every reading:  A:   The Word of the Lord.       
   C:   Thanks be to God. 
 
 
FIRST LESSON: 1 Samuel 16:1-13  
 

Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse and did not match his 
brothers in height or other physical characteristics. With the anointing came endowment with the 
Spirit of the Lord, designating David as the Lord’s chosen successor to Saul. 
 
1The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being 
king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for  
I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears  
of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to  
sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and  
you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” 4Samuel did what the Lord commanded,  
and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you 
come peaceably?” 5He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves 
and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the 
sacrifice. 
  
6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before  
the Lord.” 7But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his  
stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the  
outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made  
him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 9Then Jesse made 
Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 10Jesse made seven of  
his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.”  
 
11Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest,  
but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit 
down until he comes here.” 12He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful 
eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” 13Then  
Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the 
Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
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PSALMODY: Psalm 23 
 
You anoint my head with oil. (Ps. 23:5) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
1The Lord| is my shepherd; 
  I shall not | be in want. 
 
 2The Lord makes me lie down | in green pastures 
  and leads me be- | side still waters. 
 
 3You restore my | soul, O Lord, 
  and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 
 
 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. R 
 
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 
 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the | Lord forever. R 
 
 
SECOND LESSON: Ephesians 5:8-14  
 
Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct our lives in ways that  
reflect the light of Christ, so that our activity is truly pleasing to God. 
 
8Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—9for the. 
 fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try to find out what is pleasing  
to the Lord.  
 
11Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful  
even to mention what such people do secretly; 13but everything exposed by the light becomes  
visible, 14for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise  
from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 
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(We stand) 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION, “We Are Turning” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Before the reading: 
P The Holy Gospel, according to John.     
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
GOSPEL: John 9:1-41  
 
1As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor  
his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4We must  
work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5As  
long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”  
 
6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud  
on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then  
he went and washed and came back able to see. 8The neighbors and those who had seen him  
before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some were  
saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.”  He kept saying, “I am  
the man.” 10But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11He answered,  
“The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and  
wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.”  12They said to him, “Where is he?”  
He said, “I do not know.”  
 
13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a sabbath  
day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also began to ask him  
how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and  
now I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the 
sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were  
divided. 17So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he 
opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 
 
18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the  
parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say  
was born blind? How then does he now see?” ➔ 
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20His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do  
not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of  
age. He will speak for himself.” 22His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for  
the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put  
out of the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
 
24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give  
glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “I do not know whether he  
is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26They said to him, “What  
did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have told you already,  
and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his  
disciples?”  
 
28Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We  
know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 
30The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and  
yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one  
who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began has it been heard that  
anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could do  
nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” 
And they drove him out. 
 
35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in  
the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.”  
37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38He said, “Lord,  
I believe.” And he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those 
who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.”  
 
40Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?”  
41Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ 
your sin remains.” 
 
 
After the reading: 
P    The Gospel of the Lord.        
C    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
(We sit) 
CHOIR ANTHEM, “I Want to Walk as a Child”  
 
 
SERMON 
 
 
(Silence for reflection) 
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(We stand) 
HYMN OF THE DAY, “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”    
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
P  Together with the whole church, we confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed.  
C  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic Church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
P Sustained by God’s abundant mercy,  

let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. 
 
(We sing) 
HYMN, “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”       
 Lord, listen to your children praying, 
 Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 
 Lord, listen to your children praying, 
 Send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace. 
 
A Eternal God, you seal us by the Holy Spirit  

and mark us with the cross of Christ forever in baptism.  
Inspire us by your love, as together,  
we strive for justice and peace in all the earth.  
We pray especially this week for the people and churches of   
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania.   
Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.   
 
A Creating God, by your word you have made all things,  
 and you hate nothing you have made.  

Teach us to perceive the beauty of the breadth of your creation,  
from the grandest mountain range  
to the smallest springtime bud.   

 Lord, in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer.   
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A Powerful God, you anoint kings and establish rulers.  
Guide the work of heads of state and elected officials.  
Encourage them to lead with justice  
and to remove barriers that impede the well-being of all.  

 Lord, in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer.  
 
A Shepherding God,  
 you lead us beside still waters and restore our souls.  

Keep watch over those who weep;  
tend all who are sick and comfort those who grieve. 
Today especially do we name. 

A We pray for those we now name before you,  
 either out loud, or in the silence of our hearts: 
 Lord, in your mercy,  
C hear our prayer. 
 
A God our host,  
 you fill us at your table with more than we could ever ask.  

Feed us with hunger for justice.  
Equip the feeding ministries of this congregation and community.  
Nourish us so we can nourish our neighbors.  
Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
A God of history,  
 with thanksgiving we remember our ancestors in faith  
 who cared for your people.  

We praise you for the ways they formed the faith of others  
and continue to inspire us.  
Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
P We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love  

and your promise to renew your whole creation;  
through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C Amen. 
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THE MEAL 
(We greet one another with a gesture of peace, saying, “Peace be with you.” Please share signs of  
peace with those in your immediate vicinity only. If any are not comfortable making physical contact  
during this time, please share the peace in other ways.)  
PEACE                 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C And also with you.  
 
 
(We sit) 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
DEDICATION OF MEMORIAL GIFTS  
 
 
PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 
 
 
OFFERING  
Offering plates are located near the doors to the sanctuary. Please place your offerings in the  
plates at the beginning of the service as you enter.  
 
 
(We stand to sing as the gifts are presented at the altar)  
OFFERTORY, “God Bless to Us Our Bread”  
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A Let us pray.  
 God of good gifts,  
 receive these and all our offerings 
 as we present them in faithful service 
 for the sake of your gospel. 
 Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal 
 as you pour out your very presence 
 through Christ Jesus,  
 the wellspring of eternal life. 
C Amen. 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING             
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
PREFACE FOR LENT 
P  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 That we should at all times and all places 
 give thanks and praise to you,  
 almighty and merciful God,  
 through our Savior Jesus Christ.  
  
 You call your people to cleanse their hearts  
 and prepare with joy for the Paschal feast,  
 that, renewed in the gift of baptism,  
 you may come to the fullness of your grace.  
  
 And so, will all the choirs of angels,  
 with the church on earth and the hosts on heaven,  
 we praise your name and join in their unending hymn: 
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(We sing) 
SANCTUS, “You Are Holy”                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 



 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER     
P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,  
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
 who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
 who preached good news to the poor, 
 and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
 we await his coming in glory. 
 
 Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
 and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
 the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
 to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
 be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come,  
  thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil. 
 
 For thine is the kingdom,  
  and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever.   Amen.  
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(We sit) 
HOLY COMMUNION 
This is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord. It is made ready for those who love him and  
for those who want to love him more. So, come, you who have much faith and you who have little,  
you who have been here often and you who have not been here long, you who have tried to follow  
and you who have failed. Come, because it is the Lord who invites you. It is his will that those  
who want him should meet him here.  
 
Those who do not commune are invited forward for a blessing. Those unable to partake of  wine  
or wheaten bread are assured that the Church affirms our Lord’s presence in, with, and under  
each element. White grape juice and gluten-free wafers are available. 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. 
 
 
(We sing during the distribution of Communion) 
COMMUNION HYMN,  “O Lamb of God”                                                                                                  
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16 



 

 

COMMUNION HYMN, “Oh Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate” 
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CHOIR MEDITATION, “Breastplate of St. Patrick” 
 
 
(We stand) 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
A Let us pray.  
 Embodied God, 
 at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. 
 With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, 
 empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors 
 and touch the world with your love. 
C Amen. 
 
 
(Silence for reflection) 
 
 

THE SENDING 
BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you,  
 The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy, 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN, “Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Serve in love. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE 
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NEXT SUNDAY  

March 26, 2023 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

 
9:00am  Adult Forum “Jesus -The God who Knows Your Name” 
   Topic: Miracle Worker 
 
10:00am WORSHIP SERVICE ~ with Holy Communion 
  Children’s Sunday Fun-Day during the service   
  Our Worship Service will also be available for viewing  
  Sunday morning “LIVE” on our Facebook page and later on Youtube 
 
11:30am Coffee Hour 

Holden Evening Prayer 
 

Wednesday evenings beginning March 1st 
 

March 22, 2023 7:00pm 
 

March 29, 2023  7:00pm 

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS DURING LENT 
 
6:00pm Lenten Dinner 
6:45pm Taizé music  
7:00pm Holden Evening Prayer 
7:30pm Adult Choir rehearsal 
 
Please join us on Wednesday evenings during Lent for a soup, salad and bread dinner provided  
by the Women’s Group. Drinks and dessert will also be available. 
 
Rich Barnett, our Director of Music, will play Taizé music before the Worship Service.  
 
Please come and join us as you are able. 
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The Word in Season 
  

The April - June 2023 “The Word In Season”  Devotional Booklet  
is now available on the table in the church narthex.   

 
It is free for all members and friends of St. Luke Lutheran Church.  

Please pick up your copy before leaving church today and do some reading at home.  

LENTEN DEVOTIONALS 
 

Lenten Devotionals and Lent Calendars are now available in the narthex. 
 

Children's and Youth Lenten devotionals and other items are also available. 
  

Please remember to check out the materials and take home yours today. 

April Women’s Group News 
 
Our April 11th meeting will take place at St. Luke at 10:30am. Please bring your lunch. 
Drinks and Dessert will be provided.  
 
We will discuss a new book “The Other Dr. Gilmer - Two Men, a Murder and an unlikely 
fight for justice” 
 
We have 10 copies of this book in the church library. It is also available at Richmond public libraries. 
Please pick up a copy and read it before the April meeting.  
 
We continue with our March Collection for the Teen Crisis Stabilization Unit (CSU) at St. Joseph's Villa: 
Stress balls, fidget toys, mini play dough, adult paint by sticker and adult coloring books, crayons and 
markers (no colored pencils), small stuffed animals (ex. Beanie Babies). We hope to fill 15 kits minimum. 
 
Please contact Millie Olson or Ann Wittheofft for more info. 
 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME, WOMEN AND MEN.  

THANK YOU 
 
Thank you all for the nice cards and the cake. Thank you for putting the candelabra out  
for me. Y’all know how I like it (looking at you Debbie, Terri and Rich). Everything  
was such a nice surprise for my birthday and I really appreciate it. 
 
With love,  
Jean Stewart  
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COFFEE HOUR: Sunday, March 19, after the service 

LENTEN DINNER AND PROGRAM: Sunday, March 19,  

SHEPHERD CENTER: Monday, March 20, 9:00am 

CHESTERFIELD CO. CONCERT BAND REHEARSAL: Monday, March 20, 7:00pm 

MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY CLASS: Wednesday, March 22, 10:30am 

GRATEFUL WEDNESDAY AL ANON MEETING: Wednesday, March 22, 12:00pm 

SOUP, SALAD AND BREAD DINNER: Wednesday, March 22, 6:00pm  

MID-WEEK LENTEN  WORSHIP SERVICE: Wednesday, March 22, 7:00pm 

SAFE PLACE ACA AL ANON MEETING: Wednesday, March 22, 7:00pm 

ADULT CHOIR REHEARSAL: Wednesday, March 22, 7:30pm 

HELP AND HOPE AL ANON MTG: Saturday, March 25, 9:00am 

FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT: Sunday, March 26, 10:00am Worship Svc  

COFFEE HOUR: Sunday, March 26, after the service 

SHEPHERD CENTER: Monday, March 27, 9:00am 

CHESTERFIELD CO. CONCERT BAND REHEARSAL: Monday, March 27, 7:00pm 

MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY CLASS: Wednesday, March 29, 10:30am 

GRATEFUL WEDNESDAY AL ANON MEETING: Wednesday, March 29, 12:00pm 

SOUP, SALAD AND BREAD DINNER: Wednesday, March 29, 6:00pm  

MID-WEEK LENTEN  WORSHIP SERVICE: Wednesday, March 29, 7:00pm 

SAFE PLACE ACA AL ANON MEETING: Wednesday, March 29, 7:00pm 

ADULT CHOIR REHEARSAL: Wednesday, March 29, 7:30pm 

HELP AND HOPE AL ANON MTG: Saturday, April 1, 9:00am 
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ADULT FORUM - Lent series has begun 
 

Please join us on Sunday mornings at 9:00am for Adult Forum. We meet in the last classroom on the left in 
the Sunday School wing.  Please join us for as many sessions as you are able. 
 

Our new series for Lent has begun. The series is called: “Jesus -The God who Knows Your Name”  
 
The topics are:  
March 26 - Miracle Worker 
April 02 - Victorious Sacrifice 
 

Thank you and I hope to see you there.  
 
Vince Reedinger,  
Adult Forum Facilitator   

HOW TO SEND US YOUR PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

Dear Congregation, if you or a member of your family is ill or hospitalized, or if you have  
surgery scheduled, please let us know. We will inform Pastor and add you to our prayers.  
Please remember, we would like to be there for you but we need to be kept informed.  
 

If you would like to add yourself, a family member or a friend to the prayer list, please email  
or call in your prayer requests to Tammy at admin@stlukerichmond.org or 804-272-0486, Ext. 1.  
Please try to send in your requests by Wednesday evening or as soon as you can so that we can  
include this person in our weekly bulletin for Sunday Worship. Thank you. 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

We pray for our needs and those of others. Please keep the following members,  
their families, and our friends in your thoughts and prayers.  
 

Prayers are asked for: Christine Avent, Family of Louise Diamond (Ron’s mom), Marla DuBois,  
Mariett Eggleston, Family of Linus Ellis, Family of Arnold Griffith (Ron and Linda Diamond’s brother-  
in-law), Family of Susan Higden, Donna Ludwig (Dean’s mom), Kaia Martin, Danny Moberg (Evelyn K’s 
cousin’s son), Family of Susan Robinson, Bob Ryder, Barbara Jo Ryder, Meg and Craig Wiggins 
 

Continued Prayers are asked for: Greg Austin (Sim’s brother), Carol Bernard, Stewart Blank (Claire’s 
brother-in-law), Heinz Briegel, Scott Cook, Mary Dietz, Wanda Ferguson, David Hahn, Darinda Harner,  
Cindy Koegl, Ren Mefford, Robbie Pennington, Jim Poole (Cindy’s son-in-law), Evelyn Spear, Jerald 
Spear, Margaret Walsh, Scott Walsh, Eleanor Washburn, Sarah Witthoefft (Tim’s wife, Marty and Ann’s 
daughter-in-law), Jean Yerian  
 

Please also remember our fellow members who are homebound. A card, a phone call or an email would  
be deeply appreciated by them.   
 

Names are kept on the Prayer List for four weeks. Please keep the office informed of any changes. 
Please let us know if someone has a long term illness and needs to be kept on the Prayer List.  
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Thrivent Grants 
 

Thrivent giving opportunities do not impact your financial accounts. When you log into  
your on-line Thrivent account you will see an overview of your accounts. You will see  

above the accounts the words: “Account Overview.” Next to this you will see: “Membership  

Overview.”  Click on Membership Overview and you will be directed to Action Grants and  

Choice Dollars. 

 
Thrivent Choice Dollars – you can designate where you would like your choice dollars to be directed. 

 

Thrivent Grant Opportunities – we have received nine grants for $250@ and have one more in the works 

so far for 2023.  If you are interested in writing a grant for St. Luke, please see Millie or Vince. Through-

out the year St. Luke is involved in outreach that can benefit from an extra $250 in goods or services.  

 

You can choose to direct your Choice Dollars to another organization or write a grant to benefit another 

organization’s outreach. You receive two $250 grants per year. That is pretty powerful. 

2023 Thrivent Grants 

Already Awarded: 

 

1. Mulch for Memorial Garden  

2. Coffee and treats for fellowship after service  

3. Souper bowl - canned soup, chili, stew for FeedMore 

4. Items for St. Joseph's Villa Teen Crisis welcome kits.  

5. Women's  Group Art supplies for favors for the local assisted living 
6. “The Other Doctor Gilmer” books for Women's Group 

7. Sunday School Sunday Funday materials  

8. Wednesday Lenten Suppers - bread, salad, dessert. 

9. March 19 Pancake Supper and Lenten Program  

10. Palm Sunday Baskets 

Looking Ahead: 

 

11.  Stephen Ministry Forum on aging with Miriam Tice, May 7th 

12-13. Summer Music Camp: lunch &snacks, materials & supplies.  

14-16. Talent Fair in the fall: performance, makers’s supplies, food for Grilling 

17  Rise Against Hunger refreshments 

18-19 Books and supplies for Study with Pastor 

20. Fall Food Drive 

21. Deliveries to St. Luke members at home 

THE POSSIBILITIES FOR GIVING     

TO OUR OUTREACH ARE ENDLESS! 

WE HAVE THE GRANTS TO PROPOSE  

PLEASE HELP THINK OF OUTREACH THAT COULD BENEFIT FROM A GRANT! 
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DON’T FORGET TO ORDER YOUR EASTER FLOWERS ~ See page 29 

LENTEN SOUP, SALAD & BREAD SUPPERS ~ Wednesdays in March, 6pm 

MID-WEEK LENTEN SERVICES ~ Wednesdays in March, 7:00pm, Holden Evening Prayer 

Services continue through March 29th 

LENTEN CHALLENGE DINNER AND PROGRAM ~ TONIGHT, March 19, Pancake 

Dinner, 5:00pm to 7:00pm See page 27 for details 

FIRST DAY OF SPRING ~ Monday, March 20 

PALM SUNDAY ~ Sunday, April 2, 10:00am Worship Service with Procession of the Palms  

MAUNDY THURSDAY ~ Thursday, April 6, 7:00pm Worship Service with individual           

absolution and stripping of the altar 

GOOD FRIDAY ~ Friday, April 7, 7:00pm Worship Service 

EASTER SUNDAY ~ Sunday, April 9, 10:00am Worship Service 

UGANDAN CHILDREN’S CHOIR ~ Tuesday, May 2, more info to follow 

MOTHER’S DAY ~ Sunday, May 14, 10:00am Worship Service 

ASCENSION OF OUR LORD ~ Thursday, May 18 

PENTECOST SUNDAY ~ Sunday, May 28, 10:00am Worship Service 

MEMORIAL DAY ~ Monday, May 29 

THE HOLY TRINITY ~ Sunday, June 4, 10:00am Worship Service 

ALEXANDER PALEY CONCERT ~ Friday, June 23, 7:30pm  
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“I call upon you,  

for you will answer me, O God; 

incline your ear to me,        

hear my words.”            

(Psalm 17:6).  

 

Each Lenten season we challenge ourselves to help those less fortunate than ourselves.  

This year our Lenten Challenge will go to the Lutheran Disaster Response for        

Earthquake Relief.  

During Lent, as we collect our gifts towards helping those affected by this tragedy, we  

will be learning about this arm of our church.   

Along with our Lenten Challenge we are having A Pancakes for Dinner meal on      

Sunday, March 19,  5:00pm to 7:00pm, Donation  $10.00. The proceeds of this dinner 

will also go to the Lutheran Disaster Response for Earthquake Relief.   

Gifts designated for Middle East Crisis will be used entirely (100%) to provide long 

lasting support for those whose lives have been impacted by disasters in the region.   

Recently, two powerful earthquakes hit Turkey and significantly impacted neighboring 

Syria. The quakes have devastated Turkey and Syria, collapsing thousands of buildings 

and damaging infrastructure. Over 40,000 people are estimated killed and thousands more 

have been injured.   

Lutheran  Disaster Response is committed to supporting ACT Alliance and other partners 

in responding to these earthquakes. Mere hours after the earthquakes hit, ACT Alliance 

member organizations began distributing emergency supplies. A comprehensive response 

will be coordinated as the full extent of the impact becomes clearer. 

Lutheran Disaster Response has been active in this region for several years, partnering 

with ACT Alliance, the Lutheran World Federation and the Middle East Council of 

Churches to accompany Syrian refugees with food, water, shelter, health services and   

sanitation support. The epicenter of one earthquake lies near Turkish provinces that host 

hundreds of thousands of Syrian refugees, which will only exacerbate the refugee crisis   

in the region. 
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Please join us tonight for mouth watering pancakes dripping with sweet Maple 

syrup, creamy butter melting in the middle, along with sausage patties, fried    

apples sizzlin’ on the side, and more…the best meal for a cool, spring evening! 

Add a short musical program, informative material, updates on Lutheran Disaster 

Response and our Lenten Challenge for Earthquake Relief and we’ve got quite 

an evening.  
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ONLINE GIVING NOW AVAILABLE 
  

Online giving is now available and it’s possible to make financial contributions (offerings) 
online through the St. Luke website, www.stlukerichmond.org.  
 
Online contributions are recorded to your St. Luke Church Account by Ludi Webber,  our 
Financial Secretary, and will appear on your quarterly contribution statement.  
 
You can now also pay your support for Paul our ChildFund child and make donations to our Rise Against 
Hunger campaign.  
  
How do I do it? Go to www.stlukerichmond.org. Click on the DONATE button, select the account you 
wish to donate to.  
 
You have the option to donate one time, select timing or a frequency (weekly, monthly, etc.) using your 
credit card or your bank account.  
 
There is a service fee of 2.75% for credit cards or 1% if using a bank account. There is a “check box” to 
add this service fee to your offering. If it is not checked, St. Luke will pay the service fee. You also have 
the option to create a Vanco account at no extra charge.  
 
Please see Vince Reedinger if you have any questions or need assistance. 

Giving Options 
 

Churches and charitable organizations depend on the sharing of time, talents and funds of many to allow 
them to carry out their mission. St. Luke Lutheran Church has been blessed by your generosity as we strive 
to take God’s Work into our Hands. As we make commitments for the coming years, here are some options 
to consider.    
 
Thrivent Choice Dollars (given yearly to account holders) and Kroger Community Rewards money can  
be designated to St. Luke. Kroger would require you to designate St. Luke as recipient. Grants, including 
Thrivent grants (each account can write two up to $250 a year) can be used for church activities. If you 
need more information let us know. 
 
For those of us over 70 ½, a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) from tax deferred (IRA, 401k, 403b) 
can be sent directly to the church. The advantage of a QCD contribution is that the entire withdrawal is 
received as taxes are not withheld if sent directly to St. Luke. Typically all other withdrawals are taxed as 
ordinary income. In addition, if you are required to take a Required Minimum Distribution (RMD), the 
amount of the QCD qualifies for this requirement. Check with your financial advisor to see if this is a good 
option for you. I have taken advantage of this for the past couple of years in choosing our support  
for St. Luke and how to pay for it. 
 
Prayerfully, 
Council President 

 
https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards 

http://www.stlukerichmond.org
http://www.stlukerichmond.org
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EASTER FLOWERS 
 

It’s time to order your Easter Flowers to be used during Easter Worship.  
This year’s choices are: Easter Lilies in 6’’ Pot ~ $14.50 or  
Tulips in 6’’ Pot ~ $11.00 or Hyacinths in 6’’ Pot ~ $11.00  

(Please indicate number of each plant desired in each section as needed) 

 
I would like to order:  _____ Easter Lily  _____ Tulips  _____ Hyacinths 

 
*To the GLORY OF GOD 
 

 
I would like to order:  _____ Easter Lily  _____ Tulips  _____ Hyacinths 

 
*To the glory of God, and in MEMORY of 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
I would like to order:  _____ Easter Lily  _____ Tulips  _____ Hyacinths 

 
*To the glory of God, and in HONOR of 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

Please include cash or check made payable to St. Luke Lutheran Church  
with your order form with “Easter Flowers” on the memo line.  

 

Flowers may be picked up after the Easter Worship Service  
or left to be planted in the Memorial Garden.  

Please designate your choice below. 
 

Order Deadline is March 26, 2023 

 
Take home:  ______  Plant in Memorial Garden:  _______ Date:  ___________________   
 
Amount enclosed:  $________________   Cash or Check:  ____________  Check #: ________ 
 
Donated by: _________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please feel free to email the office with your Easter Flower request  
and then mail in your check to the church. admin@stlukerichmond.org 

 

Order forms are also available in the narthex on the table.   
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St. Luke Lutheran Church 
7757 Chippenham Parkway, Richmond, VA 23225  

Office: 804-272-0486 Ext. 1, admin@stlukerichmond.org  

www.stlukerichmond.org 

The Rev. Joshua Menke, Pastor 

 

St. Luke Lutheran Church is a member of the Virginia Synod of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. To find out more 
about the Lutheran Church, please visit the following websites:  
ELCA, elca.org or Virginia Synod, vasynod.org 

Church Staff and Committee Contact Information 
 

Please contact us with any questions or concerns you may have using the information listed below. 
 

 

Rev. Joshua Menke, Pastor    pastor@stlukerichmond.org 804-272-0486 X 2     

Tammy Hammond, Church Administrator     admin@stlukerichmond.org  804-272-0486 X 1     

Richard Barnett, Director of Music        music@stlukerichmond.org 804-272-0486 X 3     

Evelyn Henson, Webmaster   webmaster@stlukerichmond.org  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

YOU CAN FIND US ONLINE AT 
 

Website: www.stlukerichmond.org 
 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stlukerichmond 
 

Youtube: www.youtube.com/@stlukesermons 

 


