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A publication of St. Luke Lutheran Church, Richmond, VA

WORSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP AT ST. LUKE
October 2, 2022
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
Pastor Josh out of town, Pastor Sarah presides
10:00am Holy Communion Worship
October 9, 2022
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
60th Anniversary Celebration
10:00am Holy Communion Worship
11:30am 60th Anniv. Luncheon/Program
October 16, 2022
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
10:00am Holy Communion Worship
Council Elections
11:30am Council Meeting
October 23, 2022
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
9:00am Sunday Funday resumes
10:00am Holy Communion Worship
New Members joining

October 30, 2022
Reformation Sunday
10:00am Holy Communion Worship
November 6, 2022
All Saints Sunday
10:00am Holy Communion Worship
November 13, 2022
Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost
9:00am Sunday Funday
10:00am Holy Communion Worship
11:30am Council Meeting

November 20, 2022
Christ the King Sunday
10:00am Holy Communion Worship
November 27, 2022
First Sunday of Advent
9:00am Sunday Funday
10:00am Holy Communion Worship

FOCUS ON WORSHIP
Reformation Day/Sunday: Reformation Day/Sunday isn’t part of the Liturgical Calendar, but it is important as part of our Lutheran heritage. It
is a day for giving thanks for Martin Luther and other reformers. It calls attention to the ongoing need for ecumenical growth and renewal of the
church. It falls on October 31 every year, but is observed on the Sunday on or before October 31. On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther wrote to
Albrecht, Archbishop of Mainz and Magdeburg, protesting against the sale of indulgences. He enclosed in his letter a copy of his "Disputation of
Martin Luther on the Power and Efficacy of Indulgences," which came to be known as The 95 Theses. Luther wrote The 95 Theses and posted
them on the church of All Saints, an event now seen as sparking the Protestant Reformation. The liturgical color of the day is red, which represents
the Holy Spirit and the Martyrs of the Christian Church. Luther's hymn, “A Mighty Fortress is our God” is often sung on this Sunday.
All Saints Day: All Saints’ Day is November 1 every year, but it is celebrated on the first Sunday in November. All Saints Day is a universal
Christian Feast that honors and remembers all Christian saints, known and unknown. It’s a day when we commemorate those we have lost as well
as the Christians who have lived before us and have testified to their Christian faith. The custom of commemorating all of the saints of the church
on a single day goes back at least to the 3rd century. All Saints Day celebrates the whole communion of saints and the baptized people of God,
living and dead, who make up the Body of Christ. It is the custom of many congregations to remember the faithful who have died. This may include
a reading of the names of our loved ones who have died during the past year. On this day, we may also sing a special “All Saints Litany”. The color
of the day is white.
Christ the King Sunday: This is the last festival Sunday of the Church year. This festival celebrates the kingly rule of Christ, who was enthroned
upon the cross and will return as humankind’s ultimate sovereign and judge. As we gather at the Table of Christ, we wear the crown of baptism
and trace Jesus’ royal sign (the holy cross) over our brows and bodies. We leave Worship strengthened to serve those in need. We look for the day
when all people will see Christ with the scepter of peace and the crown of justice. The color of the day is white.
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St. Luke Lutheran Church is a member of
the Virginia Synod of the Evangelical
Church in America (ELCA).
To find out more about the Lutheran
Church, please visit the following websites:
ELCA, www.ELCA.org or Virginia Synod,
www.vasynod.org

Virginia Synod News: The Virginia Synod's
newsletter, The Virginia Lutheran, is
available online anytime at ww.vasynod.org.

Are you interested in
joining our
St Luke family?
If you have enjoyed worshiping with us and
are contemplating becoming a member, we
would love to hear from you!
Please contact Rev. Josh Menke, our pastor;
Tammy, the church administrator; or any
member of our Evangelism committee for
more info.
If you would like to meet with Pastor Josh,
please contact the office at 804- 272-0486,
ext. 1 or admin@stlukerichmond.org to
schedule an appointment. Thank you.

A MESSAGE
FROM
PASTOR JOSH
Dear friends in Christ,
I recently had a chance to revisit one of my favorite documentaries on Netflix: an
exploration of cooking, appropriately called, “Cooked.” The host, Michael Pollen,
travels to different corners of the world to explore the question of what food means
to us through the history of food preparation and its universal ability to connect us
together in community.

One episode, in particular, focuses on Mother Noella Marcellino, a nun with a Ph.D.
in microbiology who makes traditional French cheese in wooden barrels. The show
looks at the scientific processes and chemical interactions that combine to create the
cheese, as well as the cultural practices that grow the ingredients, create the recipes,
and lead to ultimate enjoyment of the food. Through it all, the host encourages a
deeper, more meaningful connection to the ingredients and cooking techniques that
we use to nourish ourselves.
I kept thinking of this show earlier this month as we once again met as a community
for our Rise Against Hunger food packing event. In the same way that different
ingredients are grown, and then brought together to make a nourishing meal, so too
were we gathered from disparate places and given different roles before and during
the day to create something beautiful and God-given. We often quote the ELCA’s
motto: “God’s Work, Our Hands,” and what more beautiful illustration of this can
there be than creating food together.
In this way, the show also helpfully illustrates the work of the church in general. As
we prepare to celebrate 60 years of ministry at St. Luke’s current location on Oct 9th,
we look back with appreciation and gratitude for the faithfulness of all those who
have come before to give us the community we have today. We honor the traditions,
what we might call the ingredients and recipes we have inherited, just as we look
forward to new innovation and pathways ahead. I continue to be grateful to share
with you this meal we call ministry. I look forward to discovering what new recipes
we might create together.

Church Staff
Contact Info
Rev. Josh Menke, Pastor
804-272-0486 x 2
pastor@stlukerichmond.org
Tammy Hammond, Church Administrator
804-272-0486 x 1
admin@stlukerichmond.org
Richard Barnett, Director of Music
804-272-0486 x 3
music@stlukerichmond.org
Evelyn Henson, Webmaster
webmaster@stlukerichmond.org
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St. Luke Music Ministry
Fall 2022 Newsletter
“Music washes away from the soul the dust of everyday life.” - Berthold Auerbach
Dear St. Luke Folk:
Here is a quick recap of our summer and early fall activities:
Thank you to the many folks who helped make the “6th Annual Summer Musical
Theater Camp” such a success! For five days thirty children in grades 1 – 8 rehearsed
songs, dances, and dialogue to put on the show: “Rescue in the Night” (the Old
Testament story of Daniel and the Lions.)
During each of those days, Marlys Austin, and her hospitality team fed the children
snacks and lunches and cleaned up after them. Luci and I could not do the camp
without the support of these kind folks: Marlys and Sim Austin, Marg Bucher,
Eloise Caudle, Mariette Eggleston, Reeve Fenik, Tim Hesson, Pat Jordan, Evelyn
Kerschbaumer, Karen Lavery, Jo Ann Marshall. Lenee Pennington, Betsy Pettit, Vince
Reedinger, Debbie Shealy, Debbie Von Hoene, Betty Walker, Peggy Walters, Suzie
Weeks, and Ann and Marty Witthoefft (apologies to anyone I forgot!)
Although the choir took a break in the summer, we still had a few summer rehearsals
to rehearse music for the big 60th Anniversary Celebration on October 9th. (Not to
mention preparing for Christmas!) A sad event was singing for the funeral of a
beloved choir member, Kay Wason in late August.
But happy times were to be had in September. Our first rehearsal was September 1
at 7:00 pm to prepare for the wedding of Pastor Josh and Sarah on September 3.
The choir happily sang for the wedding and provided instrumentalists (violin and
trumpet) as a wedding gift to the happy couple.
Please note that there has been a scheduling change. While the adult choir and handbell choir resumed on September 8 later in the month the adult choir and handbell
choir moved rehearsals to Tuesday evenings.

Now that Fall is upon us may I make a suggestion? For folks who couldn’t make
Thursday rehearsals in the past, please come in out of the cold and join the choir that
rehearses now on Tuesdays!
Please do not hesitate to contact me for more information about any of St. Luke Music
Ministry programs.
Peace,
Richard Barnett
Director of Music
804-272-0486, Ext. 3
music@stlukerichmond.org

Saturday, November 12,2022
HUNT VIOLIN RECITAL
2:00pm
Saturday, November 19, 2022
Elite Music Competition
11:00am
Saturday, December 3, 2022
ELLIOTT PIANO RECITAL
2:00pm
Monday, December 5, 2022
Jazz Ensemble Concert
7:00pm
Sunday, December 18, 2022
Christmas Cantata
10:00am
Saturday, February 11, 2023
Richmond Music Teachers
Bach Competition
9:00am

Sunday, February 12, 2023
Richmond Music Teachers
Bach Winners Recital
3:00pm
Saturday, March 18, 2023
Richmond Music Study Club
Scholarship Competition
10:30am
Saturday, June 3, 2023
Jennifer Scott’s Piano Studio
Piano Students Recital
2:00pm
Sunday, June 4, 2023
Jason & Dana McComb
Cello Studio Students Recital
6:30pm

HANDBELL CHOIR
REHEARSALS
New Date
Tuesdays at 6:30pm
ADULT CHOIR
REHEARSALS
New Date
Tuesdays at 7:30pm
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60 YEARS: LAUNCHING OUR MINISTRY ANEW
Happy Anniversary, St. Luke Lutheran Church!
ADULT FORUM: TBD
SUNDAY FUNDAY: Starts Oct. 23
PASTOR OUT OF TOWN: Oct 1 - Oct 2
HANDBELLS: Tuesday, Oct. 4, 6:30pm
ADULT CHOIR: Tuesday, Oct. 4, 7:30pm

BIBLE STUDY: Wed., Oct. 5, 10:30am
MOW Peggy/Mariett: Wed. Oct 5, 11:00am

A Celebration will be held after the worship service on October 9.
Fellowship, a wonderful meal, recognitions and a program focused
on launching our ministry forward will take place.
We have two experienced leaders to organize this event
and a renowned chef to prepare our meal. Helpers are
needed, so we hope that you will volunteer your time
and talents. Please plan to join us as we work together
to do God's Work.

*DON’T FORGET—MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW
FOR OCTOBER 9, 2022!*

60th ANNIV. LUNCH & PROGRAM:
Sun. Oct. 9, 11:30am
INTERIORS MTG: Mon., Oct 10, 10:30AM
STEPHEN MIN ZOOM: Oct. 10, 6:30pm
WOMEN’S GROUP: Oct. 11, 10:30am.
HANDBELLS: Tuesday, Oct. 11, 6:30pm
ADULT CHOIR: Tuesday, Oct. 11, 7:30pm
BIBLE STUDY: Wed., Oct. 12, 10:30am
COUNCIL ELECTIONS: Sun. Oct. 16
COUNCIL MEETING: Sun., Oct. 16, 11:30
HANDBELLS: Tuesday, Oct. 18, 6:30pm
ADULT CHOIR: Tuesday, Oct. 18, 7:30pm
NO BIBLE STUDY: Wed., Oct. 19
MOW Peggy/Mariett: Wed. Oct 19, 11:00am

MOW John/Marty: Thurs, Oct. 20, 11:00am
BOOK CLUB: Friday, Oct. 21, 12:00pm
SUNDAY FUNDAY: Sunday, Oct. 23, 9am

Will you share your story?
Jesus calls us to share the Good News amongst ourselves
AND those who have yet to hear it. One way to do this
would be in the telling of stories about St. Luke Lutheran
and how our church has impacted us, our families, our
community and the world.
In October we will celebrate the 60th anniversary of our church building and
the mission of our church since it’s beginnings four years earlier when Pastor
Bill started telling the stories that brought our congregation together.
As members of St. Luke we have many stories to tell: why we joined, why
we choose to worship here, the impact our congregation has had on you
personally, our spiritual growth from Pastors and fellow members, our
involvement in our ministry and church activities and our wishes for the
future of St. Luke.
Council requests that you share your story, or stories on how St. Luke has
impacted and encouraged you to take God’s Work into your hands. Stories
could be one or two paragraphs, or longer if you choose. We would like to
share these stories in a booklet at our celebration on October 9th. The stories
can be shared with your name or anonymously, if you wish.
Please email, admin@stlukerichmond.org or drop your story off with Tammy
in the church office.

NEW MEMBERS: Sunday, Oct. 23, 10am

If you have questions or need help getting started please contact me, Vince
Reedinger or a member of council.

HANDBELLS: Tuesday, Oct. 25, 6:30pm

I encourage all of us to: Love to tell the Story.

ADULT CHOIR: Tuesday, Oct. 25, 7:30pm
BIBLE STUDY: Wed., Oct. 26, 10:30am
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John Olson
Council President
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ONLINE GIVING NOW AVAILABLE
Online giving is now available and it’s possible to make financial contributions
(offerings) online through the St. Luke website, www.stlukerichmond.org.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Calendar of Special Events
PASTOR JOSH OUT OF TOWN
October 1st and 2nd

Your online contributions are recorded to your St. Luke Lutheran Church
Account by Ludi Webber, our Financial Secretary, and will appear on your
quarterly contribution statement.

60th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

You can now also pay your support for Paul our ChildFund child
and make donations to our Rise Against Hunger campaign.

STEWARDSHIP KICKOFF
Sunday, October 16

How do I do it?
Go to www.stlukerichmond.org. Click on the DONATE button.
Select the account you wish to donate to.
You have the option to donate one time, select timing or a frequency (weekly,
monthly, etc.) using your credit card or your bank account.
There is a service fee of 2.75% for credit cards or 1% if using a bank account.
There is a “check box” to add this service fee to your offering. If it is not
checked, St. Luke will pay the service fee.
You also have the option to create a Vanco account at no extra charge.
Please see Vince Reedinger if you have any questions or need assistance.

Sunday, October 9, 11:30am
Lunch and Program

COUNCIL ELECTIONS
Sunday, October 16
NEW MEMBERS RECEIVED
Sunday, October 23
REFORMATION SUNDAY
Sunday, October 30, 10:00am Svc
TIME CHANGES
Sunday, Nov. 6 at 2:00am. Please
turn your clocks back one hour.
ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
Sunday, Nov. 6, 10:00am Svc

FALL FOOD DRIVE BEGINS
Sunday, November 6

New Devotional Booklets are here
The October - December 2022 “The Word In Season”
Devotional Booklet is now available now
on the table in the church narthex.
It is free for all members and friends of St. Luke.
Please pick up your copy the next time you are at church.

DID YOU PICK UP YOUR LAST STATEMENT?
If you haven’t already, please stop by the table in the narthex
to pick up your second quarter Giving Statements.
New statements for the third quarter are also available.
We are considering emailing future statements if there is enough interest.
Please email the office at admin@stlukerichmond.org
and let us know what you think.

ELECTION DAY
Tuesday, Nov. 8, church used as a
polling place, closed to all events
VETERANS DAY
Thursday, November 11
RICHMOND CROP WALK
Sunday, November 13, 1:30pm
CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY
Sunday, Nov. 20, 10:00am Svc

THANKSGIVING DAY
Thursday, November 24,
Office closed Nov. 24th and 25th
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Sunday, Nov. 27, 10:00am Svc
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
Sunday, December 11, 10:00am
CHRISTMAS CANTATA
Sunday, December 18, 10:00am
Handbells play during the Svc
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Don’t forget to change your clocks!
ADULT FORUM: TBD
HANDBELLS: Tuesday, Nov. 1, 6:30pm
ADULT CHOIR: Tuesday, Nov. 1, 7:30pm
BIBLE STUDY: Wed., Nov. 2, 10:30am
MOW Peggy/Mariett: Wed. Nov. 2, 11:00am

Please remember to turn your clocks back an hour before
you go to bed on Saturday, November 5, 2022.
Daylight Saving Time or Daylight Savings Time, as some
call it, ends at 2:00am on the first Sunday in November.
This year it is November 6th.
“Spring forward, fall back" is the catch phrase to remind us
to change your clocks back one hour in the Fall.

VOTING DAY: Tues., Nov. 8, all day

WOMEN’S GRP: Nov 8, 10:30am, lunch out
BIBLE STUDY: Wed., Nov. 9, 10:30am

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY

HANDBELLS: Thursday, Nov. 10, 6:30pm

The Book of Remembrance

ADULT CHOIR: Thursday, Nov. 10, 7:30pm
BOOK CLUB: Friday, Nov. 11, 12:00pm
SUNDAY FUNDAY: Sunday, Nov 13, 9am
COUNCIL MEETING: Sun., Nov. 13, 11:30
STEPHEN MIN ZOOM: Nov. 14, 6:30pm

HANDBELLS: Tuesday, Nov. 15, 6:30pm
ADULT CHOIR: Tuesday, Nov. 15, 7:30pm

We will celebrate All Saints Sunday on November 6, 2022.
Names of St. Luke church members who have died in the faith
since All Saints Sunday of 2021 (November 7, 2021) will be
read at Worship.
The congregation is also invited to record the names of their
loved ones who have passed away, at any time, in a special
Book of Remembrance. You may write as many names in it
as you desire in it. The Book of Remembrance will be available
in the narthex on October 16th.
We will have Name Cards and the Book of Remembrance.

BIBLE STUDY: Wed., Nov. 16, 10:30am
MOW Peggy/Mariett: Wed. Nov. 16, 11:00am

Autumn Food Collection for FeedMore

MOW John/Marty: Thurs, Nov. 17, 11:00am
INTERIORS DECORATES: Nov. 22, 10am
HANDBELLS: Tuesday, Nov. 22, 6:30pm
ADULT CHOIR: Tuesday, Nov. 22, 7:30pm

NO BIBLE STUDY: Wed., Nov. 23
OFFICE CLOSED: Nov. 24 and Nov. 25
SUNDAY FUNDAY: Sunday, Nov 27, 9am
HANDBELLS: Tuesday, Nov. 29, 6:30pm

We will begin our Autumn Food Drive on November 6, 2022

We will be taking food donations for all of November.
Grocery bags will be available if you need them.
Please continue to give as you can through the fall months.
Thanks for your participation in this worthwhile event.

THANKSGIVING OFFICE UPDATE

BIBLE STUDY: Wed., Nov. 30, 10:30am

In observance of the Thanksgiving holiday,
the Church Office will be closed on
Thursday, Nov. 24 and Friday, Nov. 25.

INTERIORS DECORATES: Nov. 30, 4pm

Happy Thanksgiving everyone!

ADULT CHOIR: Tuesday, Nov. 29, 7:30pm
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August / September 2022 In-person Worship Attendance
Sunday, August 7, 2022
9th Sunday after Pentecost

Worship
72

Sunday School
N/A
ADULT FORUM: TBD

Sunday, August 14, 2022
10th Sunday after Pentecost

51

N/A

Sunday, August 21, 2022
11th Sunday after Pentecost

59

N/A

Sunday, August 28, 2022
12th Sunday after Pentecost

49

N/A

Saturday, September 3, 2022
Pastor Josh Menke
and Sarah Derrick’s Wedding

207

N/A

Sunday, September 4, 2022
13th Sunday after Pentecost

33

N/A

Sunday, September 11, 2022
14th Sunday after Pentecost

55

N/A

Sunday, September 18, 2022
15th Sunday after Pentecost

60

N/A

Sunday, September 25, 2022
16th Sunday after Pentecost

64

JAZZ CONCERT: Monday, Dec. 5, 7:00pm
HANDBELLS: Tuesday, Dec. 6, 6:30pm
ADULT CHOIR: Tuesday, Dec. 6, 7:30pm
BIBLE STUDY: Wed., Dec. 7, 10:30am
MOW Peggy/Mariett: Wed. Dec. 7, 11:00am
BOOK CLUB: Friday, Dec. 9, 12:00pm
PAGEANT PRACTICE: Sun. Dec 11, 9am
PAGEANT: Sun., Dec. 11, 10:00am
COUNCIL MEETING: Sun., Dec 11, 11:30
INTERIORS DECORATES: Dec 11, 11:30am

STEPHEN MIN ZOOM: Dec. 12, 6:30pm
WOMEN’S GRP: Tues., Dec 13 10:30am
HANDBELLS: Tuesday, Dec. 13, 6:30pm

N/A

Prayer Requests from August/September
We pray for our needs and those of others. Please keep the following
members, their families, and our friends in your thoughts and prayers.
Recent Prayer Requests: Tammy Basden, Stewart Blank, Chuck Craddock, Mary
Dietz, Darinda Harner, Luci Hughes, Pastor Fred Marcoux, Anna Medinger, Pastor
Josh Menke, Maren Nielsen, Brenda Reedinger, Vince Reedinger, Norma Ruppar,
Terri Scott

Continuing in our Prayers: Carol Bernard, Scott Cook, Dean Fossum, David Hahn,
Susan Higden, Cindy Koegl, Ren Mefford, Mike, Robbie Pennington, Jim Poole,
Susan Robinson, Pastor Donna Ruggles, Pastor Ken Ruppar, Evelyn Spear, Jerald
Spear, Stefanie, Sarah Witthoefft, Bonnie Wray, Jean Yerian
Please also remember our fellow members who are homebound. A card, a phone call
or an email would be deeply appreciated by them.
Names are kept on the Prayer List for four weeks unless otherwise noted.
Let us know if someone has a long term illness and needs to be kept on the Prayer List.
Please keep the church office informed of any changes.
If you or a family member is on active duty, you or they can also be put on our prayer list.

ADULT CHOIR: Tuesday, Dec. 13, 7:30pm
BIBLE STUDY: Wed., Dec. 14, 10:30am
MOW John/Marty: Thurs, Dec. 15, 11:00am
CANTATA: Sunday, Dec. 18, 10:00am
INTERIORS DECORATES: Dec 18, 11:30am

HANDBELLS: Tuesday, Dec. 20, 6:30pm
ADULT CHOIR: Tuesday, Dec. 20, 7:30pm
NO BIBLE STUDY: Wed., Dec. 21
MOW Peggy/Mariett: Wed. Dec. 21, 11:00am
CHRISTMAS EVE: Sat. Dec. 24, 8pm Service
CHRISTMAS DAY: Sun. Dec. 25, 10am Service

OFFICE CLOSED: Dec. 26 - Dec. 30
NO BELLS/CHOIR: Tuesday, Dec. 27
NO BIBLE STUDY: Wed., Dec. 28
UNDERCORATING: Wed Dec. 28,11:30am

St. Luke Lutheran Church: Office: 804-272-0486 Ext. 1, admin@stlukerichmond.org, Web: www.stlukerichmond.org
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ST. LUKE LUTHERAN CHURCH 2004 - 2021

Reorganization, Challenges, Response & Moving Forward
Recovering from the resignation of Pastor Bob Maier due to illness and with the able care of Pastor Ruggles and Jo Blandford,
our call committee went into action. Pastor Dorothy Nimal was called to begin in November 2004Pastor Dottie was a second
career pastor and came to St. Luke from a parish in western Virginia. Our sanctuary received new flooring thanks to the Mary
Dietz family, and we refinanced our mortgage. Four members of our youth group attended a workcamp in Petersburg, VA For
a week.
The following year, 2005, Jo Blandford resigned after 10 years. The first of two groups of volunteers traveled to Louisiana
to aid in the recovery following hurricane Katrina. They were supported by a newly formed group, Lutherans Engaged
Against Disaster (LEAD). The Micah Initiative, a tutoring program, was started at Southampton Elementary with nine
members involved. The CROP Walk had 23 walkers this year, a record for St. Luke. Three new Stephen Ministry Leaders,
Pastor Dottie, Ludi Webber and Cheryl Kirchner were trained.
St. Luke’s mission statement was revised to: “By grace, we know, love, worship and serve Jesus Christ as we proclaim his
good news.” Pastor Dottie began the shift of fellowship events from “social” to putting Christ at the center of our gatherings.
Joe Bucher took over leadership of the Bell Choir. Pastor Steve Moose was hired as a pastoral associate for visitations and
leading a Bible study class.
A new Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) was introduced in 2007. Pastor Dottie said we would “continue to pursue
excellence in worship through coaching and training.” She organized several workshops for lay readers, worship assistants,
and youth. She stated that people join the St. Luke family “because they sense that the word is truly proclaimed, and the
Sacraments rightly administered.”
The financial crisis of 2008-2009 affected many and St. Luke was not excluded. Council asked for assistance of a Healthy
Congregations consultant to work with our ministries. Keith Long entered ministry training in Minnesota. In March 2008
a new secretary, Tammy (Giambanco) Hammond was hired. She continues to serve us well to this day as our church
administrator. In July 2008, Council cut membership from twelve to nine “in an effort to realign with the reduction in
participation throughout the church.” November 2008 was the celebration of the 50th anniversary of the first service for what
became our congregation.
In 2009, Council reorganized the committee structure to five standing ministries, subsuming all the previous ones. They
would now fall under: Learning, Outreach, Sharing, Worship and Music and Supporting. Budget shortfalls continued and
the positions of Associate Minister, Music Director, and Assistant in Ministry were set to end on December 31. Pastor Dottie’s
mileage and continuing education funds were reduced.
New pews were installed in the fall of 2010. Pastor Dottie thanked those members who continue to share time and talents to
serve Christ and St. Luke. She expressed to “continue to have serious concerns about the ongoing spiritual growth of this
congregation.” Commitments to the 2011 budget continued to fall behind. A July benefit luncheon help catch up on past
commitments. Pamela McClain was hired as our new Music Director.
In August 2011, Council President Vince Reedinger read Pastor Dottie’s resignation letter. Bishop Jim Mauney affirmed her
seven-year ministry at St. Luke. He appointed Ken Ruppar as vice pastor starting September 4. A rotation of five pastors was
instituted in our search for an interim. Council met and informed Synod that we wanted Pastor Fred Marcoux. The Virginia
Synod asked that we interview other candidates but church council disagreed. Pastor Chip Gunston of the Virginia Synod met
with council in November and gave approval for Pastor Fred to start on January 1, 2012.
Pastor Fred was raised Roman Catholic and spent six months as a Franciscan Friar. He left the Franciscans and took a position
as organist in a Lutheran Church. After marrying Lesley, he and she agreed, that he would enter a Lutheran seminary and give
up his computer business. Serving congregations in the northeast he retired to Virginia in 2011 to be closer to children and
grandchildren. Starting as a supply pastor he was selected by council to begin in 2012. In his pastoral report at the January
meeting he said, “I come to you as your interim pastor for the next several months.” Several months turned into 114 months
until a new pastor was called.
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ST. LUKE LUTHERAN 2004 - 2021, continued
2012 showed good cash flow, Jo Blandford was rehired to work with our youth and Keith Long (former member) was ordained
as a Lutheran minister in August. Evangelism purchased a camera to record services to share with homebound members. The
women’s group was reorganized into morning and evening groups. Millie Olson was trained as a Stephen Minister Leader and
Dana Wiggins as a Stephen Minister.
In 2013 the City of Richmond began charging us $2200 a year for storm water treatment that continues to this day. A by-law
change allowed council officers to continue if an interim pastor was hired. St. Luke won the ‘Golden Sneaker’ for the most
walkers again at the Crop Walk. The memorials committee recognized Dave Hahn as “our on call man to fix, install anything.”
The verse “Do Justice, Love Mercy and Walk Humbly with your God” was installed in the narthex. The Mission Endowment
Fund (MEF) disbursed $16,000.00, and noted that the last contribution to the fund was received in 2005.
The “Golden Sneakers” award was won again in 2014 and the MEF disbursed $20,000.00. At the annual meeting, the
congregation affirmed Pastor Fred as “our pastor” and the Synod was informed.
A “special concert” fund was started in 2015 to increase options for using our facility. The ELCA Youth Gathering was held
in Detroit and four youth attended. Chef Dieter Karras created another wonderful meal for an October Polka Mass. The MEF
distributed $8000.00 from 2014 gains.
The Mutual Ministry team was reconstituted in 2016 on the recommendation of the Bishop. Rich Barnett was hired as Music
Director. He and his wife Luci held their summer music camp which continues to grow each year. This was also the third year
of the Alexander Paley Festival at St. Luke.
Our mortgage was paid off in October 2017 and a contingency fund was instituted to bank the gains from this. We had our
third Rise Against Hunger meal preparation event. Virginia Synod’s “Forwarding Faith” Campaign was lead by member
Ashley Lathrop. St. Luke’s goal was $7500.00 and our congregation responded with pledges of $12,000.00. Stephen Ministry
held their first community forum on Hospice and First Responders.

2018 marked our 60th year as a congregation. The peaked roofs were replaced. In July families hosted members of the Imani
Milele Children's choir from Uganda and were treated to a wonderful and joyous concert. Rise Against Hunger prepared
22,000 meals in September. Pastor Fred thanked Jean Stewart for “being always there as our Sacristan.” He also thanked her
for her tolerance of him. This may have been a reference to his northern ways he brought to Virginia.
“Pastor Fred’s several months” were running out and discussions of a Call Committee began in 2019. Pastor Fred
acknowledged that his car now knew the way to St. Luke as when he started in late 2011 he needed to use GPS. Over 23,000
meals were prepared for Rise Against Hunger bringing the five year total to 96,538 meals prepared at St. Luke. After a two
year hiatus Marty Witthoefft is back on his game, so be ready!
March 2020, saw much of the world take a turn as Covid-19 hit our country and the world and large gatherings were
discouraged. St. Luke quickly moved to Zoom as on line worship replaced in person services. St. Luke was blessed to have
Pastor, Rich and Luci provide music and much of the worship service due to our technicians Vince, Sim and Marty. This held
our church family together and it continues today and serves as a bridge to many near and far to join in our church family. The
Women’s Group invited “Soles for Souls” to place a collection bin on our property. It was very successful and continued until
early 2022. The Call Committee work continued as contacts and interviews were all done by Zoom.
At the 2021 Annual meeting, Pastor Fred agreed to stay on until our new Pastor was called. On May 23, 2021, our primary
candidate preached to our congregation. Following this, a special congregational meeting was held and called Pastor Josh
Menke to be our new pastor. After 114 months at St. Luke, Pastor Fred preached his final sermon on July 25th. He chose
Pastor Josh to be his assistant minister that day. Pastor Fred’s wisdom, gentle grace and way with words over nine and a half
years served to rekindle our spirit and our faith and reminded us that God’s Work is in Our Hands. Passing on the baton it was
clear that the spirit of St. Luke was being put in good hands.
John A. Olson III, member since 1984.
Written June 2022
Content, Errors and Omissions are solely my responsibility.
St. Luke Lutheran Church: Office: 804-272-0486 Ext. 1, admin@stlukerichmond.org, Web: www.stlukerichmond.org
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2022 Council Officers, Council Members
Congregational Leaders and Trustees:
Rev. Josh Menke, Pastor
John Olson, President
Debbie Washburn, Vice-President
Luanne Andreadis, Council Secretary
Ron Diamond, Council Member
Tim Hesson, Council Member
Barbara Kipps, Council Member
Thom Kostenbauder, Council Member
Linda Luebke, Council Member

Claire Miller, Council Member
Lenee Pennington, Council Member
Ludi Webber, Financial Secretary
Marty Witthoefft, Treasurer
Peggy Walters, Trustee
Butch Webber, Trustee
Rick Witthoefft, Trustee

ST. LUKE
Council
Corner
MEETING DATES
October 16, 2022 - 11:30am
November 13, 2022 - 11:30am

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Committee reports are due by
the Wednesday before each meeting.
stlukecouncil@stlukerichmond.org

2023 ST. LUKE LUTHERAN
CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL ELECTIONS
As we head into fall, it is already time to elect our Council
members for 2023! The 2023 Congregation Council elections
will be held on Sunday, October 16, 2022 after the Service.
We have been blessed to have five people offer to serve on
next year’s St. Luke Church Council.
Ed Von Hoene has offered to fill a one year position.

Gerry Grass, Claire Miller, Brenda Reedinger and Rick Witthoefft have each
offered to fill three year positions. The variance in term length is to bring our
council back to twelve members.
If you have any questions, please contact John Olson, Council President or
Debbie Washburn, Council Vice-president at their email addresses or
phone numbers listed below.
John Olson
Debbie Washburn
jaolson3@comcast.net
djburn3@verizon.net
804-647-9085
804-638-3711

NOTES FROM YOUR COUNCIL
MASK UPDATE: During our June 2022 church council meeting we reviewed our mask protocols due to rising
infection rates in our region. We decided to continue with the ‘Mask Optional’ practice for now.
We encourage everyone to take precautions to protect yourself and others as we work through this together.
We will discourage physical contact during the sharing of the Peace. If you need masks and hand sanitizer,
they will be available as you enter the sanctuary.
We will get through this together as a church family as we continue to worship and do God's work.
John Olson
Council President
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SANCTUARY FLOWERS
Would you like to place Flowers
on the Altar on Sunday?
If so, please sign up on the
Flower Chart in the Fellowship Hall.
Questions?
Please see the information below
or call the Church Office at
804-272-0486 Ext. 1.

Altar Flower Dedications
The Ministry of flowers is an important part of the Sunday Service at St. Luke Lutheran Church. Flowers
are used to beautify our sanctuary and are a gift to God and those who attend Worship services.
Altar flowers may be dedicated to “The Glory of God”, “In Memory of” a loved one or “In Honor of” a
special person, an anniversary, birthday, birth, baptism or other special event. More than one person may
find a certain date important so flowers may be given in more than one name on any given Sunday.
If you would like to donate and dedicate flowers for any Sunday service, arrangements cost $27.00 each.
You will be billed directly from Coleman Brothers Flowers and the flowers will be delivered to the church.
The flowers are yours to take home after the service that Sunday or you can ask that they be taken to one of
our ill or homebound members.
Please return the container the flowers are in to the church at your convenience.
You may sign up on the chart located in the fellowship hall.

Altar Flowers Calendar
The Altar Flowers Calendar is located on the bulletin board near the kitchen in the fellowship hall.
To those of you who give flowers every year during the same time frame, thank you. If you’re new
to St. Luke or haven’t signed up yet to provide Sunday altar flowers, won’t you consider doing so?

Flowers can be planned every year for a date on or near your special date.
Please put an asterisk (*), beside your info if you would like to do so. Flowers may be given in more than
one name on any given Sunday. If your date seems to be taken, please sign up anyway or call the church
office to do so.
If you would like more information about our Flower Calendar or if you have any questions about Altar
Flowers, please contact Tammy in the office at admin@stlukerichmond.org or 804-272-0486 Ext. 1.
You can also contact Debbie Shealy or Terri Cooper.
The 2023 Flower Calendar will be posted sometime in November. When it is, please check the new calendar to see if your planned
dates are as you like or if changes need to be made. Thank you.

St. Luke Lutheran Church: Office: 804-272-0486 Ext. 1, admin@stlukerichmond.org, Web: www.stlukerichmond.org
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Committee Meetings

St. Luke Lutheran Church
Women’s Group Meeting

And
Group Events

St. Luke Book Club
Our Fall meetings will be in
person at the church.
Friday, October 21, 12:00pm
Friday, November 11, 12:00pm

STEPHEN MINISTRY
Our Fall meetings will be
by ZOOM as usual.
October 10, 6:30pm
November 14, 12:00pm

Our next meeting will take place on Tuesday, October 11
at 10:30am at the church. Please bring your lunch. Drinks
and dessert will be provided for you.
Our Program: Charles Hunt (Evelyn Kerschbaumer's
neighbor) will speak on his mission work in Honduras
with “Friends of Barnabas”. It is a medical and nutrition
mission. Free will donation.
Mr. Charles Hunt is a semi-retired minister who served most of his career as a
hospital chaplain. He has recently returned from a medical mission trip to the rural
mountains of Central Honduras. He has been involved with the Friends of Barnabas
(FOB) Foundation since 2004 and made 14 trips, 8 of which he co-led.
Charles will speak briefly about the various healthcare programs of the foundation as
it seeks to improve lives by providing high quality sustainable healthcare through
clinics, training, and education. He will share highlights from his trip to four villages
that have partnered with FOB to provide medical, dental, vision, vitamin/deworming
care, plus early childhood development screening.

All are welcome! This meeting is open to everyone, women and men.

Evangelism Committee Meeting
No meetings scheduled at this time

ST. LUKE BOOK CLUB
Our book club will be meeting on Friday, October 21st
at noon. Our selection for October is “The Nightingale”
by Kristin Hannah.
We will be ordering boxed lunches as we did in September.
Please contact Debbie Shealy about ordering your boxed lunch.

Christian Ed
Committee Meetings
No meetings scheduled
at this time

Thank you.

St. Luke's Sharing Ministry and
FeedMore’s Meals on Wheels program
The Richmond Meals on Wheels program is resuming.

Worship & Music
Committee Meetings
No meetings scheduled
at this time

We usually participate by delivering meals to those
in need who cannot leave their homes to get food.
We were unable to help during the pandemic and need
to get back to assisting those folks who really need it.
St. Luke’s Meals on Wheels days are on the third Tuesday and
the third Thursday of each month.
If you would like to assist us, volunteers are always welcome. Volunteers
go through one training session before they begin.
Please contact John Olson for details and to sign-up.
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Sunday Funday Classes will resume on October 23
and will take place every other Sunday at 9:00am
Adult Forum classes will resume sometime this Fall.
We will keep you updated with additional
information as it becomes available.
Mid-week Bible Study Class
Pastor Josh’s Mid-week Bible Study Class meets in-person and on ZOOM on Wednesday
mornings from 10:30am to 11:30am.
Please consider joining us for a discussion on the upcoming Sunday’s Lessons and Gospel.
A copy of those lessons will be emailed out to you each week. Pastor Josh invites you to
come to church on Wednesday mornings and discover new insights into the Bible with him
and other church members.
If you are not already on the weekly email reminder list, please sign up by calling the office
at 804-272-0486 Ext. 1 or emailing the office at admin@stlukerichmond.org.
Copies of that Sunday’s Lessons and Gospel are available at each class.
Please come on out and join us. We hope to see you there! Newcomers are always welcome.

ADULT FORUM CLASS
FOR 2022/2023
Our Adult Forum classes will be beginning soon and led once again by Vince Reedinger. Classes will be
on Sunday mornings at 9:00am in the last classroom on the left in the Sunday School wing.
Most classes will feature a DVD presentation and lecture by a renowned author such as Max Lucado and
Professor Amy-Jill Levine. Each lecture/presentation will be followed by 15 minutes of discussion.
Vince is busy planning out the classes and wait until you see what he has planned for Advent!
For information on Adult Forum, please contact Vince Reedinger at vreedinger@aol.com or 804-929-7552.

Explore your Church Family!
Introduce yourself to someone new each week or bring someone to church with you.
We love visitors and all are welcome at St. Luke!

St. Luke Lutheran Church: Office: 804-272-0486 Ext. 1, admin@stlukerichmond.org, Web: www.stlukerichmond.org
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Hearing Devices and Enlarged Bulletins
Please consider bringing your family and friends to our church.
Everyone is most welcome at St. Luke. Please have them fill out
a Visitor Card (located in each pew rack or from any usher) and
return it in the offering plate. Or they can sign our Visitor Book,
located in the narthex.

Large print bulletins are available on Sunday
mornings.

If they would like more information about our church, I will be glad to answer
any questions they might have about St. Luke, including church membership.
They can also call the office at 804-272-0486 Ext. 1 for more information.

Please ask any usher for assistance.

In Peace,
Pastor Josh Menke

Hearing devices which amplify the church
sound system are also available.

Please request either of these items prior to the
beginning of the Worship Service. Thank you.

OUTSIDE GROUPS MEETINGS
You may be interested in attending some meetings or events
that take place at St. Luke but are not church affiliated. Please
note, group membership may be required for some of these
organizations. Please check with the group leader for details
and more information.
SHEPHERD CENTER: Mondays & Thursdays, 9am -Fall, Winter, Spring
CHESTERFIELD CO. CONCERT BAND REHEARSALS: Mondays all year
5:30pm small ensemble, 7:00pm concert band, 9:00pm jazz band
GRATEFUL WEDNESDAY AL ANON MTGS: Wednesdays, 12:00pm, all year
SAFE PLACE ACA MTGS: Wednesdays at 7:00pm, meets all year
HELP AND HOPE AL ANON MTGS: Saturdays at 9:00am, meets all year
RICHMOND SYMPHONY DESIGNER HOUSE MTG: First Tuesdays, 10:00am
PEO CHAPTER Y WOMEN’S GROUP MTG: Second Wednesdays at 10:00am

CAITLIN HUNT VIOLIN STUDENTS CLASS: First Fridays at 5:00pm

Is your committee or group meeting info listed on pages 4, 6, 7 and 12?
Please email them in to the office at admin@stluklerichmond.org.
You can also call them in to the office at 272-0486 ext. 1.
We want to make sure that we have your events and meetings
listed on the church calendar.
Thank you!
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Pastor Josh Menke is online
St. Luke Lutheran Church now has in person
Worship Services every Sunday morning at
10:00am.
We are also “Live” on Facebook during that
time period.
The whole in person Worship Service is
recorded and will be uploaded to our Youtube
channel sometime after the Worship Service.
If you have internet access, the links to our
Worship Services can also be found online at
the St. Luke website, on Facebook and on our
YouTube channel.
www.stlukerichmond.org
www.facebook.com/stlukerichmond
www.youtube.com/user/stlukesermons

St. Luke Lutheran Church: Office: 804-272-0486 Ext. 1, admin@stlukerichmond.org, Web: www.stlukerichmond.org

Homeless Dishes

We give thanks for those who help us every month
We couldn’t do it without you!
Thank you all for everything you do.
We thank all our members who:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Help maintain the church
Take care of our Altar and candles
Serve as Worship Assistants on Sundays
Read our Lessons on Sundays
Teach Sunday School
Serve as Ushers on Sundays
Serve as Tellers on Sundays
Drive our Elderly to Church on Sundays
Sing in our Chancel Choir
Play in our Bell Choir
Share their musical ministry
Help our fellow members with food and cards
Make calls for the Church when needed
Record our Services and Special Events
Take pictures for Special Events
Do video presentations on Sundays

Have you entertained lately?
Opened your cabinet and reached
in for your favorite casserole dish
or platter only to find it missing?
We have found platters, trays and
bowls that do not belong to St.
Luke. Are you missing anything?
These items are on the prep table in the kitchen.
Please check and see if you may have left
something here after a recent fellowship event.

In the future, please put your name on any item
that you bring to the church for a fellowship
event. That way someone can call you to remind
you to pick it up.
Thank you.
We need people for the Fellowship Committee.
Please see Tammy in the office or Sim Austin to
volunteer.
Thank you to all those that are always willing to
lend a hand to help out with events.
We all greatly appreciate it!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH SOCIAL MEDIA
We’re on the web!
Website ~ www.stlukerichmond.org
FaceBook ~ www.facebook.com/stlukerichmond
Instagram ~ www.instagram.com/stlukerichmond
Pinterest ~ www.pinterest.com/stlukelutheran
Tumblr ~ www.tumblr.com/blog/stlukelutheranrichmond
YouTube ~ www.youtube.com/user/stlukesermons
Log onto our website to check Worship Schedules,
upcoming events, read Lessons and Gospel, and
check the calendar.

Did you miss a Sunday service and need of a
mid-week spiritual lift? The links to Sunday Worship
Services with Pastor Josh’s sermons are also on our
website. You can watch him on YouTube!
“Like” St. Luke Lutheran on Facebook. You can see
announcements, pictures and updates just by
viewing your Facebook timeline.

St. Luke’s is on Instagram.

Do you have Pinterest? You can
find St. Luke there.
And, we are on Tumblr. Look for
us there also.

Do we have your correct
email address? If you’ve
changed it recently, please
let us know so we can keep
you updated on church
services, fellowship events,
programs, recitals and
concerts.

Don’t forget to share and let your Facebook “friends” see the
wonderful things going on at St. Luke Lutheran Church.

St. Luke Lutheran Church: Office: 804-272-0486 Ext. 1, admin@stlukerichmond.org, Web: www.stlukerichmond.org

15

16

St. Luke Lutheran Church: Office: 804-272-0486 Ext. 1, admin@stlukerichmond.org, Web: www.stlukerichmond.org

St. Luke Lutheran Church: Office: 804-272-0486 Ext. 1, admin@stlukerichmond.org, Web: www.stlukerichmond.org

17

ST. LUKE LUTHERAN CHURCH
By grace, we know, love, worship and serve
Jesus Christ as we proclaim His Good News.

7757 Chippenham Parkway, Richmond, VA 23225
Office: 804-272-0486, Email: admin@stlukerichmond.org
Website: www.stlukerichmond.org
The Rev. Joshua Menke, Pastor

Keep up with what’s
happening at St. Luke!
COME SEE US
7757 Chippenham Parkway, Richmond, VA 23228
CALL US
804-272-0486 Ext. 1
EMAIL US
admin@stlukerichmond.org
VISIT US
www.stlukerichmond.org
FOLLOW US
www.facebook.com/stlukerichmond
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