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ST. LUKE LUTHERAN CHURCH
By grace, we know, love, worship and serve
Jesus Christ as we proclaim His Good News.
Welcome to St. Luke Lutheran Church. We are glad that God brought you to worship with us today.
We rejoice in your presence among us this morning to praise and adore our Lord Jesus Christ!
Please take a moment to fill out a Visitor Card located in the pew rack in front of you and drop it
in the offering plate, so that we may have a record of your visit. Please come back and join us soon.
You are always most welcome at St. Luke.

September 4, 2022
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship, we might be helped by translating Paul’s request to
Philemon into our prayer of the day: Refresh my heart in Christ. Strengthened by the company and
forgiveness of Christ in holy communion and recalling God’s grace in remembrance of baptism, we
can be strengthened in this hour to “choose life”—to choose life in God as our own.

Liturgy for Today: We will Worship today using liturgy and hymns from Year C of the ELW and
hymns from Setting Eleven of the All Creation Sings Worship Book. Today’s liturgy and hymns are
provided in this bulletin for your convenience. Congregational response is marked with a bolded C.

Altar Flowers: Today’s Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and
in Honor of Gerry’s birthday by Stephanie Grass
in Honor of her 63rd Wedding Anniversary by Liz Pentola
Offering: Offering plates are located near the doors to the sanctuary. Please place your offerings in
the plates at the beginning of the service as you enter. Thank you.
10:00am

WORSHIP SERVICE ~ with Hymn Sing
Our Service will be broadcast “LIVE” on Facebook then uploaded to Youtube
www.facebook.com/stlukerichmond, www.youtube.com/user/stlukesermons

Please turn off or silence your cell phone. Thank you.
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(This week in the ecumenical prayer cycle, we will be praying for the people and churches of:
Benin, Côte d'Ivoire and Togo.)

WELCOME
PRELUDE
(We stand and face the Baptismal font)
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
L
Blessed be the holy Trinity,† one God,
whose steadfast love endures forever.
C
Amen.
L

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

(Silence for reflection)
L
C

2

Merciful God,
we confess that we have not followed your path
but have chosen our own way.
Instead of putting others before ourselves,
we long to take the best seats at the table.
When met by those in need,
we have too often passed by on the other side.
Set us again on the path of life.
Save us from ourselves
and free us to love our neighbors.
Amen.

THE GATHERING

ENTRANCE HYMN, “Lift High the Cross”
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GREETING
L
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE, “Glory to God in the Highest”

PRAYER OF THE DAY
L
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.

L

C
(We sit)
4

Let us pray.
Direct us, O Lord God,
in all our doings with your continual help,
that in all our works, begun, continued, and ended in you,
we may glorify your holy name;
and finally, by your mercy,
bring us to everlasting life,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

After every reading:

THE WORD

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

FIRST LESSON: Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Moses speaks to the Israelites, who are about to enter the land promised to their ancestors. In
this passage, he lays out the stark choice before them: choose life by loving and obeying the
Lord; or choose death by following other gods.
15

See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16If you obey the
commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the Lord your
God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you
shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are
entering to possess.
17

But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods
and serve them, 18I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land
that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess.
19

I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and death,
blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, 20loving the Lord
your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so
that you may live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac,
and to Jacob.
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PSALMODY: Psalm 1
They are like trees planted by streams of water. (Ps. 1:3)

1

Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel | of the wicked,
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats | of the scornful!

2

Their delight is in the law | of the Lord,
and they meditate on God’s teaching | day and night. R

3

They are like trees planted by streams of water,
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that | do not wither;
everything they | do shall prosper.

4

It is not so | with the wicked;
they are like chaff which the wind | blows away.

5

Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when | judgment comes,
nor the sinner in the council | of the righteous.

6

For the Lord knows the way | of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked shall | be destroyed. R
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SECOND LESSON: Philemon 1-21
While Paul was in prison, he was aided by Onesimus, a man who had run away from Philemon,
a slaveowner and a Christian friend of Paul. Paul told Onesimus to return to Philemon and
encouraged Philemon to receive Onesimus back as a Christian brother.
1

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our dear friend and coworker, 2to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church in your house:
3
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
4

When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God 5because I hear of your love for all
the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. 6I pray that the sharing of your faith may become
effective when you perceive all the good that we may do for Christ. 7I have indeed received much
joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed
through you, my brother.
8

For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, 9yet I would
rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a
prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have
become during my imprisonment. 11Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful
both to you and to me. 12I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. 13I wanted to keep
him with me, so that he might be of service to me in your place during my imprisonment for the
gospel; 14but I preferred to do nothing without your consent, in order that your good deed might
be voluntary and not something forced. 15Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for
a while, so that you might have him back forever, 16no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a
beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord.
17

So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18If he has
wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. 19I, Paul, am writing
this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own self.
20
Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ.
21
Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say.
(We stand)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION, “Hallelujah”
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Before the reading:
L
The Holy Gospel, according to Luke.
C
Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL: Luke 14:25-33
Jesus speaks frankly about the costs of discipleship. Those who follow him should know from the
outset that completing the course of discipleship will finally mean renouncing all other
allegiances.
25

Now large crowds were traveling with Jesus; and he turned and said to them, 26“Whoever comes
to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even
life itself, cannot be my disciple.
27

Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28For which of you,
intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has
enough to complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all
who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to
finish.’
31

Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and consider
whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty
thousand? 32If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks
for the terms of peace. 33So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up
all your possessions.”
After the reading:
L The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
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APOSTLES’ CREED
L
Together with the whole church, we confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
C
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
L
As scattered grains of wheat
are gathered together into one bread,
so let us gather our prayers for the church,
those in need, and all of God’s good creation.
(We sing)
HYMN, “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.
L

C

We pray for the church around the world
and for the mission of the gospel.
Refresh the hearts of your people,
deepen our understanding of every good thing we share,
and strengthen our partnerships in the faith.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
9

L

C
L

C
L

For the well-being of the earth and all its creatures:
for trees and forests,
for all that will yield fruit this season,
and for streams and other bodies of water.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
For the nations and those in authority:
for the elected leaders of our towns, states, and country,
and for international organizations.
Grant wisdom to those who govern
and raise up citizens who make decisions
in the best interest of their neighbors.
We pray especially this week for the people and churches
of Benin, Côte d'Ivoire and Togo.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
For all in need:
for those who suffer from disease,
who struggle with homelessness or food insecurity,
for those whose family life is difficult,
and for all in this community who need your care.
Today, especially do we name:

Tammy Basden
Carol Bernard
Stewart Blank
Scott Cook
Chuck Craddock
Mary Dietz
Dean Fossum
L

C
L

C
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David Hahn
Susan Higden
Cindy Koegl
Pastor Fred Marcoux
Ren Mefford
Mike
Maren Nielsen

Robbie Pennington
Jim Poole
Brenda Reedinger
Susan Robinson
Pastor Donna Ruggles
Pastor Ken Ruppar
Norma Ruppar

We pray for those we now name before you,
either out loud, or in the silence of our hearts:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
For this community of faith: for all our labors—
begun, continued, and ended in you—
that they glorify your holy name.
Bless your people with the strength to live
into their many vocations for the sake of the world.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Evelyn Spear
Jerald Spear
Stefanie
Sarah Witthoefft
Bonnie Wray
Jean Yerian

L

C
L

C

We give thanks for the saints who now rest from their labors.
Give us faith, like them,
to love you with all our hearts,
and by your mercy,
bring us to everlasting life.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit,
gracious God,
we offer these and all our prayers to you;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

THE OFFERTORY

(We greet one another with a gesture of peace, saying, “Peace be with you.” Please share signs
of peace with those in your immediate vicinity only. If any are not comfortable making physical
contact during this time, please share the peace in other ways.)
PEACE
L
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C
And also with you.
(We sit)
ANNOUNCEMENTS
OFFERING
Offering plates are located near the doors to the sanctuary. Please place your offerings in the
plates at the beginning of the service as you enter.
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(We stand to sing as the gifts are presented at the altar)
OFFERTORY HYMN, “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

OFFERTORY PRAYER
L
Let us pray.
Gracious God,
in your great love you richly provide for our needs.
Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing,
and make us ready to share with all in need;
through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.
C
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
L
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
C
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.
(We sit)
HYMN SING

THE SENDING

(We stand)
BLESSING
C
The Lord bless us and keep us,
The Lord's face shine on us with grace and mercy,
The Lord look upon us with favor and give us peace.
C
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN, “Earth and All Stars”

14

DISMISSAL
L
Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
C
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

15

NEXT SUNDAY
September 11, 2022
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
“God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday
NO Sunday Funday classes or Adult Forum
10:00am

WORSHIP SERVICE ~ with Holy Communion
The service will be broadcast “LIVE” on Facebook
and later uploaded to our Youtube channel

HOW TO SEND US YOUR PRAYER REQUESTS
Dear Congregation, if you or a member of your family is ill or hospitalized, or if you have
surgery scheduled, please let us know. We will inform Pastor and add you to our prayers.
Please remember, we would like to be there for you but we need to be kept informed.
If you would like to add yourself, a family member or a friend to the prayer list, please email
or call in your prayer requests to Tammy at admin@stlukerichmond.org or 804-272-0486, Ext. 1.
Please try to send in your requests by Wednesday evening or as soon as you can so that we can
include this person in our weekly bulletin for Sunday Worship. Thank you.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
We pray for our needs and those of others. Please keep the following members,
their families, and our friends in your thoughts and prayers.
Prayers are asked for: Tammy Basden (Vince’s sister), Stewart Blank, Chuck Craddock, Mary Dietz,
Pastor Fred Marcoux, Maren Nielsen (Marlys’ sister), Brenda Reedinger, Norma Ruppar

Continued Prayers are asked for: Carol Bernard, Scott Cook, Dean Fossum (Terri’s dad), David Hahn,
Susan Higden, Cindy Koegl, Ren Mefford, Mike, Robbie Pennington, Jim Poole (Cindy’s son-in-law),
Susan Robinson, Pastor Donna Ruggles, Pastor Ken Ruppar, Evelyn Spear, Jerald Spear, Stefanie,
Sarah Witthoefft (Tim’s wife, Marty and Ann’s daughter-in-law), Bonnie Wray, Jean Yerian
Please also remember our fellow members who are homebound. A card, a phone call or an email would be
deeply appreciated by them.
Names are kept on the Prayer List for four weeks. Please keep the office informed of any changes.
Please let us know if someone has a long term illness and needs to be kept on the Prayer List.
If you or a family member is in the armed forces on active duty, they can also be put on our list.
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PLEASE NOTE: The Church Office is closed on Fridays during the summer.
It will reopen after “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday.
PASTOR JOSH ON VACATION: Sept. 4 through Sept. 9
HAPPY LABOR DAY: Monday, September 5 - CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
NO BIBLE STUDY: Wednesday, September 7

GRATEFUL WEDNESDAY AL ANON MEETING: Wednesday, September 7, 12:00pm
HANDBELL REHEARSAL: Thursday, September 8, 6:30pm
ADULT CHOIR REHEARSAL: Thursday, September 8, 7:30pm
BOOK CLUB MEETING: Friday, September 9, 12:00pm (Contact Debbie S. about lunch)
HELP AND HOPE AL ANON MEETING: Saturday, September 10, 9:00am (Adult Forum room)
RISE AGAINST HUNGER MEAL PACKING EVENT: September 10, 9:30am (Fellowship Hall)
“GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS. SUNDAY: Sunday, September 11, 10:00am
Donut Reception afterwards out in the courtyard.
CHESTERFIELD CO. CONCERT BAND REHEARSAL: Monday, September 12
5:30pm small ensemble, 7:00pm concert band, 9:00pm jazz band
WOMEN’S GROUP MEETING: Tuesday, Sept. 13, 10::30am.Front Porch Cakes & Eatery boxed
lunch. We’ll send a menu link once you confirm you’re coming. All are welcome!
Program: Our plans for devotions, book discussions, speakers, trips and outreach for 2022-2023
MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY CLASS: Wednesday, September 14, 10:30am
GRATEFUL WEDNESDAY AL ANON MEETING: Wednesday, September 14, 12:00pm
SAFE PLACE ACA MEETING: Wednesday, September 14, 7:00pm
HANDBELL REHEARSAL: Thursday, September 15, 6:30pm
ADULT CHOIR REHEARSAL: Thursday, September 15, 7:30pm
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LABOR DAY ~ Monday, Sept. 5, Office closed
RISE AGAINST HUNGER MEAL PACKING EVENT ~ Saturday, Sept. 10,
scheduled from 9:30am to 11:30am
GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS SUNDAY ~ Sunday, Sept. 11, 10:00am Service
PATRIOT DAY (Anniversary of 9-11) ~ Sunday, Sept. 11
ALEXANDER PALEY MUSIC FESTIVAL ~ Friday, Sept. 16, 7:30pm
ALEXANDER PALEY MUSIC FESTIVAL ~ Saturday, Sept. 17, 7:30pm
ALEXANDER PALEY MUSIC FESTIVAL ~ Sunday, Sept. 18, 3:00pm
FIRST DAY OF AUTUMN ~ Thursday, Sept. 22
60 YEAR CELEBRATION MEAL AND PROGRAM ~ Sunday, Oct. 9, 11:30am
CAITLIN HUNT VIOLIN RECITAL ~ Saturday, November 12, 2:00pm
ELITE MUSIC PIANO COMPETITION ~ Saturday, November 19, 11:00am
BELLE ELLIOTT PIANO RECITAL ~ Saturday, December 3, 2:00pm

60 YEARS: LAUNCHING OUR MINISTRY ANEW
Happy Anniversary, St. Luke Lutheran Church!
A Celebration will be held after the worship service on October 9, 2022.
Fellowship, a wonderful meal, recognitions and a program focused on
launching our ministry forward will take place.
We have two experienced leaders to organize this event and a renowned
chef to prepare our meal. Helpers are needed, so we hope that you will
volunteer your time and talents. Please plan to join us as we work
together to do God's Work.

*DON’T FORGET—MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW
FOR OCTOBER 9, 2022!*
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Will you share your story?
Jesus calls us to share the Good News amongst ourselves AND those who have yet to
hear it. One way to do this would be in the telling of stories about St. Luke Lutheran
and how our church has impacted us, our families, our community and the world.
In October we will celebrate the 60th anniversary of our church building and the
mission of our church since it’s beginnings four years earlier when Pastor Bill
started telling the stories that brought our congregation together. As members of St. Luke we have many
stories to tell: why we joined, why we choose to worship here, the impact our congregation has had on
you personally, our spiritual growth from Pastors and fellow members, our involvement in our ministry
and church activities and our wishes for the future of St. Luke.
Council requests that you share your story, or stories on how St. Luke has impacted and encouraged you
to take God’s Work into your hands. Stories could be one or two paragraphs, or longer if you choose. We
would like to share these stories in a booklet at our celebration on October 9. The stories can be shared
with your name or anonymously.
Please email, or drop your story off with Tammy at church by September 23rd. If you have questions or
need help getting started please contact me, Vince Reedinger or a member of council. I encourage all of
us to: Love to tell the Story.
John Olson
Council President

.
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What are vestments and why are they used?
Vestments are the distinctive clothing worn by those who lead worship. They are worn
by pastors, lay assisting ministers, acolytes, communion ministers, choirs and cantors.
Vestments are more related to uniforms than costumes; they communicate the role of
the leader. They also say that an individual is functioning in a particular relationship to
a community of believers and connected to a recognizable, historic pattern of leadership.
The distinctive clothing worn by police officers, judges, and nurses communicates their
role; vestments function in a similar way. This differs from wearing a costume and
pretending to be something or someone else. Using vestments in idiosyncratic ways
confuses and undermines identification with a role, just as dressing a judge as a police
officer only confuses and makes the uniform a pretense. Vestments, like uniforms,
ought to communicate clearly and honestly.
Worship leaders wear vestments on behalf of the assembly. Wearing white garments
such as the alb reminds us of the white garment presented or worn at baptism. The
colors of vestments, especially those worn by the pastor or displayed as paraments,
communicate the liturgical season.
The use of vestments in Lutheran churches is not dictated by any law and will vary
according to local customs and practice. What is most important is that congregations
take the time to understand that what we wear will carry meaning. When used clearly
and with understanding, vestments (with other visual arts and symbols) “embody and
support the proclamation of the word of God”.
The use of vestments varies ecumenically. The Episcopal Church, one of our full
communion partners, ordains deacons. In this tradition, a special stole is worn to mark
their ordained ministry.
Diaconal ministers, a lay roster of the ELCA, do not wear stoles, but may wear a
vestment called a dalmatic.
Like other clothing, the exact design of vesture in the church varies over time according
to artistic development. Congregations are using rediscovered traditional and exciting
contemporary design as they explore ways to use vesture in worship. Commercial
vestment makers are not the only source for vesture. Artists and designers also work in
this area. Many congregations seek out those talented in working with cloth to design
and make vestments that reflect the local culture and artistic tastes.
The wearing of vestments can present challenges. Many people do not understand the
baptismal connection of the alb. In all situations regarding vestments, congregations are
encouraged to fully explain and understand why certain vestments are used.
In certain contexts, practical concerns can affect the wearing of vestments, especially
by choirs. In non-air conditioned worship spaces, they can simply be too warm in the
summer months.
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Hip, Hip, Hooray!
We’ve reached our GOAL!!
We’ve even gone a bit over the top!
Just in time to suit up for our work day on
Saturday, September 10, 9:30-11:30 AM

Helpers are still needed on our work day.

Sign up today or just show up on Saturday.
Need a new shirt? See Marty or Judy.
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St. Luke Evangelical Lutheran Church
7757 Chippenham Parkway, Richmond, VA 23225
Office: 804-272-0486 Ext. 1, admin@stlukerichmond.org
www.stlukerichmond.org
The Rev. Joshua Menke, Pastor

St. Luke Lutheran Church is a member of the Virginia Synod of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. To find out more
about the Lutheran Church, please visit the following websites:
ELCA, ELCA.org or Virginia Synod, vasynod.org

Church Staff and Committee Contact Information
Please contact us with any questions or concerns you may have using the information listed below.
Rev. Joshua Menke, Pastor

pastor@stlukerichmond.org

804-272-0486 X 2

Tammy Hammond, Church Administrator

admin@stlukerichmond.org

804-272-0486 X 1

Richard Barnett, Director of Music

music@stlukerichmond.org

804-272-0486 X 3

Vince Reedinger, Worship/Music Chair

stlukeworship@stlukerichmond.org

Betty Walker, Christian Education Co-Chair

stlukechristianed@stlukerichmond.org

Evelyn Henson, Webmaster

webmaster@stlukerichmond.org
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