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ST. LUKE LUTHERAN CHURCH
By grace, we know, love, worship and serve
Jesus Christ as we proclaim His Good News.
Welcome to St. Luke Lutheran Church. We are glad that God brought you to worship with us today.
We rejoice in your presence among us this morning to praise and adore our Lord Jesus Christ!
Please take a moment to fill out a Visitor Card located in the pew rack in front of you and drop it
in the offering plate, so that we may have a record of your visit. Please come back and join us soon.
You are always most welcome at St. Luke.

August 28, 2022
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
God’s glory is revealed in the reading of scripture. People stand at attention. People weep. People
prostrate themselves in prayer. The unity of the church is another reflection of God’s glory. Most
gloriously, the promises of God are fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ. Gather round. Listen up.
Glimpse the glory of God.
Liturgy for Today: We will Worship today using liturgy and hymns from Year C of the ELW and
hymns from Setting Eleven of the All Creation Sings Worship Book. Today’s liturgy and hymns are
provided in this bulletin for your convenience. Congregational response is marked with a bolded C.

Altar Flowers: Today’s Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in Honor of Pastor Josh
and Sarah’s upcoming marriage by the St. Luke congregation.
Offering: Offering plates are located near the doors to the sanctuary. Please place your offerings in
the plates at the beginning of the service as you enter. Thank you.
10:00am

WORSHIP SERVICE ~ with Holy Communion
Our Service will be broadcast “LIVE” on Facebook then uploaded to Youtube
www.facebook.com/stlukerichmond, www.youtube.com/user/stlukesermons

11:30am

Evangelism Meeting

Please turn off or silence your cell phone. Thank you.
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(This week in the ecumenical prayer cycle, we will be praying for the people and churches of:
Cape Verde, Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau and Senegal.)
PRELUDE
(We stand and face the Baptismal font)
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P
Blessed be the holy Trinity,† one God,
whose steadfast love endures forever.
C
Amen.
P

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

(Silence for reflection)
P
C

Merciful God,
we confess that we have not followed your path
but have chosen our own way.
Instead of putting others before ourselves,
we long to take the best seats at the table.
When met by those in need,
we have too often passed by on the other side.
Set us again on the path of life.
Save us from ourselves
and free us to love our neighbors.
Amen.

P

Hear the good news!
God does not deal with us according to our sins
but delights in granting pardon and mercy.
In the name of † Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven.
You have been freed to love and serve the Lord.
Amen.

C
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THE GATHERING

ENTRANCE HYMN, “Faith of Our Fathers”
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GREETING
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C
And also with you.
HYMN OF PRAISE, “Glory to God in the Highest”

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
P

C
(We sit)
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Let us pray.
Blessed Lord God,
you have caused the holy scriptures
to be written for the nourishment of your people.
Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them,
that, comforted by your promises,
we may embrace and forever hold fast to the hope of eternal life,
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

After every reading:

THE WORD

A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

FIRST LESSON: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
The exiles have returned and rebuilt Jerusalem. Now Ezra, the priest, reads the law of Moses to
them in the public square. When they hear it, they weep for their sins and for the long years in
exile, but Ezra reminds them that “the joy of the Lord is your strength.”
1

All the people of Israel gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the
scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to Israel.
2

Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and all
who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh month. 3He read from
it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the
men and the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive
to the book of the law.
5

And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people;
and when he opened it, all the people stood up. 6Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and
all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and
worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground.
8

So they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so
that the people understood the reading. 9And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the
priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to
the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when they heard the words of
the law.
10

Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them
to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved, for
the joy of the Lord is your strength.”

5

PSALMODY: Psalm 19
The teaching of the Lord revives the soul. (Ps. 19:7)

1

The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God,
and the sky proclaims its | maker’s handiwork.

2

One day tells its tale | to another,
and one night imparts knowledge | to another.

3

Although they have no | words or language,
and their voices | are not heard,

4

their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends | of the world,
where God has pitched a tent | for the sun.

5

It comes forth like a bridegroom out | of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to | run its course.

6

It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of | it again;
nothing is hidden from its | burning heat. R

7

The teaching of the Lord is perfect and re- | vives the soul;
the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom | to the simple.

8

The statutes of the Lord are just and re- | joice the heart;
the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light | to the eyes.

9

The fear of the Lord is clean and en- | dures forever;
the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous | altogether.

6

10

More to be desired are they than gold, more than | much fine gold,
sweeter far than honey, than honey | in the comb. R

11

By them also is your ser- | vant enlightened,
and in keeping them there is | great reward.

12

Who can detect one’s | own offenses?
Cleanse me from my | secret faults.

13

Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion | over me;
then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a | great offense.

14

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable | in your sight,
O Lord, my strength and | my redeemer. R

SECOND LESSON: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
The apostle and pastor Paul uses the metaphor of the human body to describe how intimately
connected we are in the church. For this struggling congregation in Corinth, Paul delivers a
vital message of unity that is a mark of the church today.
12

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body
—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.
14

Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If the foot would say, “Because
I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body.
16
And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not
make it any less a part of the body. 17If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be?
If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 18But as it is, God arranged
the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19If all were a single member, where
would the body be? 20As it is, there are many members, yet one body. 21The eye cannot say to the
hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22On the
contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23and those members
of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable
members are treated with greater respect; 24whereas our more respectable members do not need
this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, 25that
there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care for one
another. 26If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice
together with it.
27

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28And God has appointed
in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of
healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. 29Are all apostles?
Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all
speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31aBut strive for the greater gifts.
(We stand)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION, “Hallelujah”

7

Before the reading:
P
The Holy Gospel, according to Luke.
C
Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL: Luke 8:16-21
(Jesus said) 16No one after lighting a lamp hides it under a jar, or puts it under a bed, but puts it
on a lampstand, so that those who enter may see the light.
17

For nothing is hidden that will not be disclosed, nor is anything secret that will not become
known and come to light. 18Then pay attention to how you listen; for to those who have, more
will be given; and from those who do not have, even what they seem to have will be taken away."
19

Then his mother and his brothers came to him, but they could not reach him because of the
crowd. 20And he was told, "Your mother and your brothers are standing outside, wanting to see
you."
21

But he said to them, "My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of God and do it."

After the reading:
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
(We sit)
MEDITATION
SERMON
(Silence for reflection)
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(We stand)
HYMN OF THE DAY, “We All Are One in Mission”

9

APOSTLES’ CREED
P
Together with the whole church, we confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
C
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
P
Trusting in God’s extraordinary love,
let us pray for the church, the world,
and all those in need.
(We sing)
HYMN, “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.
A

C
A

C
10

You reveal yourself to us in the reading of scripture.
Fulfill your word through the faithful witness of your church.
Send us out to bring your liberating good news to all people.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
All creation proclaims your handiwork.
Teach us to love the intricate and beautiful bodies that you have created.
Bless tiny insects, enormous whales, and every creature in between.
Sustain species at risk of extinction.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

A

C
A

You desire that there be no dissension among us.
Where we are divided in our society, nation, or world,
come quickly to reunite us into one body.
Ease conflict, dispel violence, and bring an end to war.
We pray especially this week for the people and churches of
Cape Verde, Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau and Senegal.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Anoint with your Spirit all who seek your favor.
Grant provision and justice for people living in poverty,
people living with disability,
those living with pain, or those living under oppression.
Today, especially do we name:

Tammy Basden
Carol Bernard
Scott Cook
Chuck Craddock
Mary Dietz
Dean Fossum
David Hahn
A
C
A

C
A

C
P
C

Susan Higden
Cindy Koegl
Ren Mefford
Mike
Maren Nielsen
Robbie Pennington
Jim Poole

Brenda Reedinger
Stefanie
Susan Robinson
Sarah Witthoefft
Pastor Donna Ruggles Bonnie Wray
Pastor Ken Ruppar
Jean Yerian
Norma Ruppar
Evelyn Spear
Jerald Spear

We pray for those we now name before you,
either out loud, or in the silence of our hearts:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Build up the body of Christ in this place.
Bless the variety of ministries in this congregation.
Empower us to freely welcome and deeply value each person
who enters into worship and ministry among us.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
In thanksgiving we lift before you the saints
for whom the promise of salvation has now been fulfilled.
Tend to those who mourn.
Bring us together in your everlasting glory.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God,
we lift these and all of our prayers to you in confidence and faith;
through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
11

THE MEAL

(We greet one another with a gesture of peace, saying, “Peace be with you.” Please share signs
of peace with those in your immediate vicinity only. If any are not comfortable making physical
contact during this time, please share the peace in other ways.)
PEACE
P
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C
And also with you.
(We sit)
ANNOUNCEMENTS
DEDICATION OF MEMORIAL GIFTS
OFFERING
Offering plates are located near the doors to the sanctuary. Please place your offerings in the
plates at the beginning of the service as you enter.
(We stand to sing as the gifts are presented at the altar)
OFFERTORY, “God Bless to Us Our Bread”
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
A
Let us pray.
God of abundance:
you have set before us a plentiful harvest.
As we feast on your goodness,
strengthen us to labor in your field,
and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all,
in the name of Jesus.
C
Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE FOR PENTECOST
P
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
Fulfilling the promise of resurrection,
You pour out the fire of your Spirit,
uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter
and all the witnesses of the resurrection
with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

13

(We sing)
SANCTUS, “You Are Holy”

14

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER FOR PENTECOST
P
Holy God,
Breath of life and Fire of love:
with a mighty wind you brought creation into being,
and by a pillar of fire you led your people into freedom.
We praise you for the gift of your Son,
who poured out your Spirit on his disciples of every race and nation.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper,
he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection,
and the sending of the holy and life-giving Spirit,
we await his coming again to renew the face of the earth.
Send now your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this meal:
anoint us with your gifts of faith, hope, and love,
that, with thankful hearts,
we may be witnesses to your Son.

C

Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
blessed and holy Trinity,
now and forever.
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
P
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
C
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.
(We sit)
HOLY COMMUNION
This is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord. It is made ready for those who love him and
for those who want to love him more. So, come, you who have much faith and you who have little,
you who have been here often and you who have not been here long, you who have tried to follow
and you who have failed. Come, because it is the Lord who invites you. It is his will that those
who want him should meet him here.
Those who do not commune are invited forward for a blessing. Those unable to partake of wine
or wheaten bread are assured that the Church affirms our Lord’s presence in, with, and under
each element. White grape juice and gluten-free wafers are available.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P
In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy.
Come to the banquet.

16

(We sing during the distribution of Communion)
COMMUNION HYMN, “O Lamb of God”

17

COMMUNION HYMN, “Spirit of Gentleness“

18

MEDITATION

(We stand)
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
A
Let us pray.
Life-giving God,
through this meal you have bandaged our wounds
and fed us with your mercy.
Now send us forth to live for others,
both friend and stranger,
that all may come to know your love.
This we pray in the name of Jesus.
C
Amen.
(Silence for reflection)

THE SENDING

BENEDICTION
P
The Lord bless you and keep you,
The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy,
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C
Amen.
SENDING HYMN, “Go on Your Way in Joy”

DISMISSAL
A
Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
C
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
19

NEXT SUNDAY
September 4, 2022
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
NO Sunday Funday classes or Adult Forum
10:00am

WORSHIP SERVICE ~ with Holy Communion
The service will be broadcast “LIVE” on Facebook
and later uploaded to our Youtube channel

HOW TO SEND US YOUR PRAYER REQUESTS
Dear Congregation, if you or a member of your family is ill or hospitalized, or if you have
surgery scheduled, please let us know. We will inform Pastor and add you to our prayers.
Please remember, we would like to be there for you but we need to be kept informed.
If you would like to add yourself, a family member or a friend to the prayer list, please email
or call in your prayer requests to Tammy at admin@stlukerichmond.org or 804-272-0486, Ext. 1.
Please try to send in your requests by Wednesday evening or as soon as you can so that we can
include this person in our weekly bulletin for Sunday Worship. Thank you.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
We pray for our needs and those of others. Please keep the following members,
their families, and our friends in your thoughts and prayers.
Prayers are asked for: Tammy Basden (Vince’s sister), Chuck Craddock, Mary Dietz, Maren Nielsen
(Marlys’ sister), Brenda Reedinger, Norma Ruppar

Continued Prayers are asked for: Carol Bernard, Scott Cook, Dean Fossum (Terri’s dad), David Hahn,
Susan Higden, Cindy Koegl, Ren Mefford, Mike, Robbie Pennington, Jim Poole (Cindy’s son-in-law),
Susan Robinson, Pastor Donna Ruggles, Pastor Ken Ruppar, Evelyn Spear, Jerald Spear, Stefanie,
Sarah Witthoefft (Tim’s wife, Marty and Ann’s daughter-in-law), Bonnie Wray, Jean Yerian
Please also remember our fellow members who are homebound. A card, a phone call or an email would be
deeply appreciated by them.
Names are kept on the Prayer List for four weeks. Please keep the office informed of any changes.
Please let us know if someone has a long term illness and needs to be kept on the Prayer List.
If you or a family member is in the armed forces on active duty, they can also be put on our list.
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PLEASE NOTE: The Church Office is closed on Fridays during the summer.
It will reopen after “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday.
EVANGELISM MEETING: Sunday, August 28, 11:30am
CHESTERFIELD CO. CONCERT BAND REHEARSAL: Monday, August 29
5:30pm small ensemble, 7:00pm concert band, 9:00pm jazz band
MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY CLASS: Wednesday, August 31, 10:30am
GRATEFUL WEDNESDAY AL ANON MEETING: Wednesday, August 31, 12:00pm
SAFE PLACE ACA MEETING: Wednesday, August 31, 7:00pm
ADULT CHOIR REHEARSAL: Thursday, September 1, 7:00pm
NO HELP AND HOPE AL ANON MEETING: Saturday, September 3
PASTOR JOSH AND SARAH’S WEDDING: Saturday, September 3, 2:00pm
PASTOR JOSH ON VACATION: Sept. 4 through Sept. 9
12TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST: Service of the Word/Hymn Sing, Sunday, Sept. 4, 10am
LABOR DAY: Monday, September 5 - CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
NO BIBLE STUDY: Wednesday, Sept. 7
GRATEFUL WEDNESDAY AL ANON MEETING: Wednesday, Sept. 7, 12:00pm
HANDBELL REHEARSAL: Thursday, Sept. 8, 6:30pm
ADULT CHOIR REHEARSAL: Thursday, September 8, 7:30pm
BOOK CLUB MEETING: Friday, Sept. 9, 12:00pm (Contact Debbie S. about lunch)
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PASTOR JOSH AND SARAH’S WEDDING ~ Saturday, Sept. 3, 2:00pm
LABOR DAY ~ Monday, Sept. 5, Office closed
RISE AGAINST HUNGER MEAL PACKING EVENT ~ Saturday, Sept. 10,
scheduled from 9:30am to 11:30am
GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS SUNDAY ~ Sunday, Sept. 11, 10:00am Service
PATRIOT DAY (Anniversary of 9-11) ~ Sunday, Sept. 11
ALEXANDER PALEY MUSIC FESTIVAL ~ Friday, Sept. 16, 7:30pm
ALEXANDER PALEY MUSIC FESTIVAL ~ Saturday, Sept. 17, 7:30pm
ALEXANDER PALEY MUSIC FESTIVAL ~ Sunday, Sept. 18, 3:00pm
FIRST DAY OF AUTUMN ~ Thursday, Sept. 22
60 YEAR CELEBRATION MEAL AND PROGRAM ~ Sunday, Oct. 9, 11:30am

60 YEARS: LAUNCHING OUR MINISTRY ANEW
Happy Anniversary, St. Luke Lutheran Church!
A Celebration will be held after the worship service on October 9, 2022.
Fellowship, a wonderful meal, recognitions and a program focused on
launching our ministry forward will take place.
We have two experienced leaders to organize this event and a renowned
chef to prepare our meal. Helpers are needed, so we hope that you will
volunteer your time and talents. Please plan to join us as we work
together to do God's Work.

*DON’T FORGET—MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW
FOR OCTOBER 9, 2022!*
22

Will you share your story?
Jesus calls us to share the Good News amongst ourselves AND those who have yet to
hear it. One way to do this would be in the telling of stories about St. Luke Lutheran
and how our church has impacted us, our families, our community and the world.
In October we will celebrate the 60th anniversary of our church building and the
mission of our church since it’s beginnings four years earlier when Pastor Bill
started telling the stories that brought our congregation together. As members of St. Luke we have many
stories to tell: why we joined, why we choose to worship here, the impact our congregation has had on
you personally, our spiritual growth from Pastors and fellow members, our involvement in our ministry
and church activities and our wishes for the future of St. Luke.
Council requests that you share your story, or stories on how St. Luke has impacted and encouraged you
to take God’s Work into your hands. Stories could be one or two paragraphs, or longer if you choose. We
would like to share these stories in a booklet at our celebration on October 9. The stories can be shared
with your name or anonymously.
Please email, or drop your story off with Tammy at church by September 23rd. If you have questions or
need help getting started please contact me, Vince Reedinger or a member of council. I encourage all of
us to: Love to tell the Story.
John Olson
Council President

.
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We are getting close to our goal of $6,000.00.

Now’s the time!
Grab your check and send it over the goalpost!
The 20,000 + meals we pack on September 10 will help with the
ongoing hunger around the world. Thank you for your support.
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St. Luke Evangelical Lutheran Church
7757 Chippenham Parkway, Richmond, VA 23225
Office: 804-272-0486 Ext. 1, admin@stlukerichmond.org
www.stlukerichmond.org
The Rev. Joshua Menke, Pastor

St. Luke Lutheran Church is a member of the Virginia Synod of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. To find out more
about the Lutheran Church, please visit the following websites:
ELCA, w

Church Staff and Committee Contact Information
Please contact us with any questions or concerns you may have using the information listed below.
Rev. Joshua Menke, Pastor

pastor@stlukerichmond.org

804-272-0486 X 2

Tammy Hammond, Church Administrator

admin@stlukerichmond.org

804-272-0486 X 1

Richard Barnett, Director of Music

music@stlukerichmond.org

804-272-0486 X 3

Vince Reedinger, Worship/Music Chair

stlukeworship@stlukerichmond.org

Betty Walker, Christian Education Co-Chair

stlukechristianed@stlukerichmond.org

Evelyn Henson, Webmaster

webmaster@stlukerichmond.org

26

