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ST. LUKE LUTHERAN CHURCH
By grace, we know, love, worship and serve
Jesus Christ as we proclaim His Good News.
Welcome to St. Luke Lutheran Church. We are glad that God brought you to worship with us today.
We rejoice in your presence among us this morning to praise and adore our Lord Jesus Christ!
Please take a moment to fill out a Visitor Card located in the pew rack in front of you and drop it
in the offering plate, so that we may have a record of your visit. Please come back and join us soon.
You are always most welcome at St. Luke.

May 1, 2022
Third Sunday of Easter
The disciples make a big splash and eat breakfast with the risen Jesus. Wading in the water (remembering
baptism) and eating with Jesus (celebrating holy communion) is our weekly encounter with the risen
Christ. Jesus asks us again and again: Do you love me? And Jesus invites us, again and again, to follow
him, bringing the Easter life to others.

Liturgy for Today: We will Worship today using liturgy and hymns from Year C of the ELW
and hymns from Setting Eleven of the new All Creation Sings Worship Book. Today’s liturgy and
hymns are provided in this bulletin for your convenience. Congregational response is marked with
a bolded C.

Altar Flowers: Today’s Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in Memory of Loved Ones
by Jean Stewart.
Offering: Offering plates are located near the doors to the sanctuary. Please place your offerings in
the plates at the beginning of the service as you enter. Thank you.
9:00am
9:00am

Sunday Fun-day Classes
Adult Forum: “Witness at the Cross” Video by Professor Amy-Jill Levine

10:00am

WORSHIP SERVICE ~ with Holy Communion
Our Service will be broadcast “LIVE” on Facebook then uploaded to Youtube
www.facebook.com/stlukerichmond, www.youtube.com/user/stlukesermons
Nursery available during the service

Please turn off or silence your cell phone. Thank you.
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(This week in the ecumenical prayer cycle, we will be praying for the people and churches of:
Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan)
PRELUDE
(We stand and face the Baptismal font)
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
P
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
P

In the waters of baptism,
we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ,
and we are a new creation.
For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God,
who was, who is, and who is to come.
We thank you, God, for your river of life,
flowing freely from your throne:
through the earth,
through the city,
through every living thing.
You rescued Noah and his family from the flood;
You opened wide the sea for the Israelites.
Now in these waters you flood us with mercy,
and our sin is drowned forever.
You open the gate of righteousness
and we pass safely through.
In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters.
You nourish us and enclose us in safety.
You call us forth and send us out.
In lush and barren places, you are with us.

C
2

You have become our salvation.
Now breathe upon this water
and awaken your church once more.
Claim us again as your beloved and holy people.
Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear.
To you, our Beginning and our End,
our Shepherd and Lamb,
be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving,
now and forever.
Amen.

THE GATHERING

ENTRANCE HYMN, “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing”
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GREETING
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C
And also with you.
HYMN OF PRAISE, “This is the feast”
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
P
Let us pray.
Eternal and all-merciful God,
with all the angels and all the saints we laud your majesty and might.
By the resurrection of your Son, show yourself to us
and inspire us to follow Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C
Amen.
(We sit)

After every reading:

THE WORD

A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

FIRST LESSON: Acts 9:1-20
Saul (later called Paul) was an ardent persecutor of all who followed the Way of Christ. This reading
recounts the story of his transformation beginning with an encounter with Jesus Christ on the way to
Damascus.
1

Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest
and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged
to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3Now as he was going
along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4He fell to
the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5He asked,
“Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6But get up and
enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” 7The men who were traveling with him
stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. 8Saul got up from the ground,
and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought
him into Damascus. 9For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 10Now
there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.”
He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” 11The Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the street called
Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is
praying, 12and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him
so that he might regain his sight.” 13But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about
this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; 14and here he has authority
from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.” 15But the Lord said to him, “Go, for
he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before
the people of Israel; 16I myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.”
17
So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the
Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your
sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18And immediately something like scales fell from his
eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, 19and after taking some food,
he regained his strength. For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 20and
immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.”
2
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PSALMODY: Psalm 30
You have turned my wailing into dancing. (Ps. 30:11)

1

I will exalt you, O Lord, because you have lift- | ed me up
and have not let my enemies triumph | over me.

2

O Lord my God, I cried | out to you,
and you restored | me to health.

3

You brought me up, O Lord, | from the dead;
you restored my life as I was going down | to the grave.

4

Sing praise to the Lord, | all you faithful;
give thanks in ho- | ly remembrance. R

5

God’s wrath is short; God’s favor | lasts a lifetime.
Weeping spends the night, but joy comes | in the morning.

6

While I felt se- | cure, I said,
“I shall never | be disturbed.

7

You, Lord, with your favor, made me as strong | as the mountains.”
Then you hid your face, and I was | filled with fear.

8

I cried to | you, O Lord;
I pleaded with | my Lord, saying,

9

“What profit is there in my blood, if I go down | to the pit?
Will the dust praise you or de- | clare your faithfulness?

10

Hear, O Lord, and have mer- | cy upon me;
O Lord, | be my helper.” R

11

You have turned my wailing | into dancing;
you have put off my sackcloth and clothed | me with joy.

12

Therefore my heart sings to you | without ceasing;
O Lord my God, I will give you | thanks forever. R
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SECOND LESSON: Revelation 5:11-14
The vision of John recorded in Revelation offers a glimpse of cosmic worship around the throne. At its
center is “the Lamb who was slain.”
11

Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living
creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands,
12
singing with full voice,
“Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might
and honor and glory and blessing!”
13
Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea,
and all that is in them, singing,
“To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb
be blessing and honor and glory and might
forever and ever!”
14
And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down and worshiped.
(We stand)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION, “Celtic Alleluia”

Before the reading:
P
The Holy Gospel, according to John.
C
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: John 21:1-19
The risen Christ appears again to his disciples by the sea where they were first called. After echoes of
the fishing and feeding miracles, he gives a final reminder of the cost of a disciple’s love and obedience.
1

After he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem, Jesus showed himself again to the disciples
by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. 2Gathered there together were
Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and
two others of his disciples. 3Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him,
“We will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.
8

4

Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus.
Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered him, “No.” 6He
said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast
it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. 7That disciple
whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord,
he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. 8But the other disciples
came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about
a hundred yards off.
5

9

When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. 10Jesus
said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 11So Simon Peter went aboard
and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there
were so many, the net was not torn. 12Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now
none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it was the Lord.
13
Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14This
was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.
15

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you
love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said
to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16A second time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love
me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my
sheep.” 17He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt
because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you
know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 18Very truly,
I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you
wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten
a belt around you and take you where you do not wish to go.” 19(He said this to indicate the
kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this he said to him, “Follow me.”
After the reading:
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

(We sit)
CHOIR ANTHEM, “O Come Ye Servants of the Lord”
SERMON
(Silence for reflection)
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(We stand)
HYMN OF THE DAY, “Touch That Soothes and Heals”
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APOSTLES’ CREED
P
Together with the whole church, we confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
C
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
P
Set free from captivity to sin and death,
we pray to the God of resurrection for the church,
people in need, and all of creation.
(We sing)
HYMN, “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.
A

C
A

C

Holy One of new beginnings, fill us with new life.
Send us into the world as you sent your apostles Philip and James,
to invite people to come and see your wondrous acts in Christ.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Revive ecosystems along coastlands
that have been devastated by natural forces and human negligence.
Reestablish plant and animal life that purifies air and water
and that feeds humans and other living creatures.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
11

A

C
A

C

Accompany laborers who get little rest from their work.
Give them hope when they struggle to produce what they need.
Give all who labor fair treatment and just wages.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray especially for the people and churches of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Mongolia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan.
Grant wisdom and discernment to these nations
as they follow their paths of self-determination.
Be too with all people facing violence and war, especially those in Ukraine.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

A

Restore all people who cry to you for help.
Turn their mourning into dancing, clothe them with joy,
and put a testimony of healing and praise on their lips.
Today, especially do we name:
Carol Bernard
Susan Higden
Stefanie
Scott Cook
Cindy Koegl
Susan Robinson
Mary Dietz
Brent Ladd
Pastor Donna Ruggles
Dean Fossum
Margaret Moseley
Pastor Ken Ruppar
David Hahn
Jim Poole
Evelyn Spear
A

C
A
C
A

C
P
C
12

Jerald Spear
Kay Wason
Sarah Witthoefft
Jean Yerian

We pray for those we now name before you,
either out loud, or in the silence of our hearts:
(wait)
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Be present to faithful ones who are persecuted for following you.
Sustain them by your faithfulness, and give them strength in the name of Jesus.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Join our voices with angels, creatures, and all the saints
in praising Christ and bestowing upon him all blessing and honor and glory.
Reveal Christ’s glory to us and through us in our worship.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
In your mercy, O God,
respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

THE MEAL

(We greet one another with a gesture of peace, saying, “Peace be with you.” Please share signs
of peace with those in your immediate vicinity only. If any are not comfortable making physical
contact during the peace, please share peace in other ways.)

PEACE
P
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C
And also with you.
(We sit)
ANNOUNCEMENTS
OFFERING
Offering plates are located near the doors to the sanctuary. Please place your offerings in the
plates at the beginning of the service as you enter.
(We stand to sing as the gifts are presented at the altar)
OFFERTORY, “God Bless to Us Our Bread”
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
A
Let us pray.
Living God,
you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together
in your peaceable reign,
and you welcome us all at your table.
Reach out to us through this meal,
and show us your wounded and risen body,
that we may be nourished and believe
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
P
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you,
almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter
and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

14

(We sing)
SANCTUS, “You Are Holy”
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER FOR EASTER
P
Holy, living, and loving God,
we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth.
We bless you for bringing Noah and his family
through the waters of the flood,
for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery,
and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer.
We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us,
healed the sick, fed the hungry,
and with a love stronger than death,
gave his life for others.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his life-giving death and glorious resurrection,
we await your promised life for all this dying world.
Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup:
carry us in your arms from death to life,
that we may live as your chosen ones,
clothed in the righteousness of Christ.

C
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Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
C
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.
(We sit)
HOLY COMMUNION:
This is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord. It is made ready for those who love him
and for those who want to love him more. So, come, you who have much faith and you who
have little, you who have been here often and you who have not been here long, you who have
tried to follow and you who have failed. Come, because it is the Lord who invites you. It is his
will that those who want him should meet him here.
Those who do not commune are invited forward for a blessing. Those unable to partake of
wine or wheaten bread are assured that the Church affirms our Lord’s presence in, with, and
under each element. White grape juice and gluten-free wafers are available.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P
The risen Christ dwells with us here.
All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come.

17

(We sing during the distribution of Communion)
COMMUNION HYMN, “O Lamb of God”
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COMMUNION HYMN, “Bread Of Life from Heaven”
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CHOIR MEDITATION, “Take and Eat”
(We stand)
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
P
God, the Author of life,
Christ, the living Cornerstone,
and the life-giving Spirit of adoption,
† bless you now and forever.
C
Amen.
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
A
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, generous God,
for in this bread and cup
we have tasted the new heaven and earth
where hunger and thirst are no more.
Send us from this table
as witnesses to the resurrection,
that through our lives,
all may know life in Jesus’ name.
C
Amen.
(Silence for reflection)

THE SENDING

BENEDICTION
P
The Lord bless you and keep you,
The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy,
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN, “That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright ”
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DISMISSAL
A
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
A
C

Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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NEXT SUNDAY
May 8, 2022
The Third Sunday of Easter
Mother’s Day
NO Sunday Funday Classes
9:00am

Adult Forum: “Witness at the Cross” Video by Professor Amy-Jill Levine

10:00am

WORSHIP SERVICE ~ with Holy Communion
It will be broadcast “LIVE” on Facebook
and later uploaded to our Youtube channel
Nursery available during the service

HOW TO SEND US YOUR PRAYER REQUESTS
If you or a member of your family is ill or hospitalized, or if you have surgery scheduled,
please let the office know. We will inform the Pastor and add you to the Prayer List.
Please remember, we would like to be there for you but we need to be kept informed.
If you would like to add yourself, a family member or a friend to the prayer list, please email
or call in your prayer requests to Tammy at admin@stlukerichmond.org or 804-272-0486, Ext. 1.
Please try to send in your requests by Wednesday evening or as soon as you can so that we can
include this person in our weekly bulletin for Sunday Worship. Thank you.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
We pray for our needs and those of others. Please keep the following members,
their families, and our friends in your thoughts and prayers.
Prayers are asked for: Mary Dietz, Cindy Koegl, Stefanie

Continued Prayers are asked for: Carol Bernard, Scott Cook, Dean Fossum (Terri’s dad), David Hahn,
Susan Higden, Brent Ladd, Margaret Moseley (Vickie’s sister), Jim Poole (Cindy’s son-in-law),
Susan Robinson, Pastor Donna Ruggles, Pastor Ken Ruppar, Evelyn Spear, Jerald Spear, Kay Wason,
Sarah Witthoefft (Tim’s wife, Marty and Ann’s daughter-in-law), Jean Yerian
Please also remember our fellow members who are homebound. A card, a phone call or an email would be
deeply appreciated by them.
Names are kept on the Prayer List for four weeks. Please keep the office informed of any changes.
Please let us know if someone has a long term illness and needs to be kept on the Prayer List.
If you or a family member is in the armed forces on active duty, they can also be put on our list.
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CHESTERFIELD CO. CONCERT BAND REHEARSAL: Monday, May 2, 7:00pm
PASTOR JOSH’S MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY CLASS: Wednesday, May 4, 10:30am
GRATEFUL WEDNESDAY AL ANON MEETING: Wednesday, May 4, 12:00pm
HANDBELLS REHEARSAL: Thursday, May 5, 6:30pm
ADULT CHOIR REHEARSAL: Thursday, May 5, 7:30pm
HELP AND HOPE AL ANON MEETING: Saturday, May 7, 9:00am
ADULT FORUM CLASS: Sunday, May 8, 9:00am
NO SUNDAY FUNDAY CLASSES: Sunday, May 8
HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY: Sunday, May 8
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER WORSHIP SVC: Sunday, May 8, 10:00am
CHESTERFIELD CO. CONCERT BAND REHEARSAL: Monday, May 9, 7:00pm
STEPHEN MINISTRY ZOOM MEETING: Monday, May 9, 6:30pm
WOMEN’S GROUP: Tuesday, May 10. Meet in the church parking lot at 10:30am to carpool to
Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden. Lunch will be a la cart at the café.

PASTOR JOSH’S MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY CLASS: Wednesday, May 11, 10:30am
GRATEFUL WEDNESDAY AL ANON MEETING: Wednesday, May 11, 12:00pm
SAFE PLACE ACA AL ANON MEETING: Wednesday, May 11, 7:00pm
HANDBELLS REHEARSAL: Thursday, May 12, 6:30pm
ADULT CHOIR REHEARSAL: Thursday, May 12, 7:30pm
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St. Luke Lutheran Church
Women’s Group Meeting
Our next meeting is Tuesday, May 10, 2022. The Women's Group will meet in the
church parking lot at 10:30am to carpool to Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden.
We can stroll leisurely through the gardens or find a place to sit and look at the
beautiful views. Lunch will be a la cart at the cafe.
Please bring any items you may have for the Peter Paul Organization. We will deliver our items mid-May.
This meeting is open to all Women of the church. Please contact Millie Olson for more information.

ONLINE GIVING NOW AVAILABLE
It is now possible for you to make financial contributions (offerings) online through the St. Luke website.
All online contributions are recorded to your St. Luke Account by our Financial Secretary (Ludi Webber).
They will appear on your quarterly contribution statement. You can now also pay your support for Paul,
our ChildFund child, at our website.
Go to www.stlukerichmond.org. Click on DONATE. Select the account you want to
donate to. You have the option to donate one time, select timing or select a frequency
(weekly, monthly) using a credit card or bank account. There is a service fee of 2.75%
for credit cards or 1% if using a bank account. There is a “check box” to add this service
fee to your offering. If it is not checked, St. Luke will pay the service fee.
You also have the option to create a Vanco account at no charge.

The Word in Season
The April - June 2022 “The Word In Season” Devotional Booklet
is now available on the table in the church narthex.
It is free for all members and friends of St. Luke Lutheran Church.
Please pick up your copy before leaving church today and do some reading at home.
Our Church Council members continue to reach out to connect with all members
to improve communication, strengthen relationships and build community.
Members with Thrivent accounts or other opportunities to write grants to
support our mission are encouraged to contact a council member for assistance.
FeedMore’s “Meals on Wheels” program has resumed and is looking for
volunteers to deliver meals to the elderly and shut-ins. Please contact
John Olson if you’d like to be a St. Luke volunteer. Thank you.
25
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NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER ~ Thursday, May 5
MOTHER’S DAY ~ Sunday, May 8, 10:00am Worship Service
BELLE ELLIOTT PIANO STUDIO RECITAL ~ Saturday, May 21, 2:00pm
ASCENSION OF OUR LORD ~ Thursday, May 26 (No Service)
RICH BARNETT IS OUT OF TOWN ~ Sunday, May 29
MEMORIAL DAY ~ Monday, May 30, church office closed
JENNIFER SCOTT PIANO STUDIO RECITAL ~ Saturday, June 4, 2:00pm
DAY OF PENTECOST ~ Sunday, June 5, 10:00am Worship Service
THE HOLY TRINITY ~ Sunday, June 12, 10:00am Worship Service
FATHER’S DAY ~ Sunday, June 19
FIRST DAY OF SUMMER ~ Tuesday, June 21
PASTOR JOSH OUT OF TOWN ~ June 23 through June 25
PASTOR JOSH’S ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY ~ Saturday, July 2
PASTOR JOSH’S BIRTHDAY ~ Monday, July 4
INDEPENDENCE DAY ~ Monday July, 4
SIXTH ANNUAL MUSIC THEATER CAMP ~ July 11 through July 15, 9:00am to 3:00pm
MUSIC CAMP PERFORMANCE ~ Friday, July 15, 6:30pm
27

THE PROCESSIONAL CROSS
The processional cross is a cross (or crucifix) affixed to a staff for use during
worship services and in liturgical processions.
Since they did not have a sacristy back in the early days of Christian worship,
processions served the practical purpose of getting the pastor and others (such as
the choir) from the back of the church to the front. Such processions were led by
a processional cross.
In fact, processional crosses were used hundreds of years before Christian
churches placed crosses on altars. The congregation normally stands and faces the
processional cross as it travels through the sanctuary as a way to give honor to
Christ and His work done for us there.
The cross serves as a powerful reminder of the Lord’s presence in worship and in
our lives. A processional cross may either be an empty cross or a crucifix (also
called a Corpus Christi cross), which is a cross with a statue of the crucified Christ
on it. In either case, the cross serves as a symbol to remind us of the death of Christ
our Lord for our salvation and the salvation of the world.
Processional crosses have been used in worship services since the fourth century.
Except when a Thurifer (who carries incense) leads the procession, the cross (with
torches) precedes all others in a liturgical procession.
The cross leads the procession as a reminder that the Cross of Christ leads us, the
Baptized People of God, wherever we go. When not being carried in procession,
the processional cross is placed in a stand near the altar during the liturgy.
The processional cross plays an important part in worship here at St. Luke Lutheran
Church. The processional cross is held behind the baptismal font during the Brief
Order for Confession. It then leads the liturgical procession during the Entrance or
Gathering Hymn.
As the cross moves down the center aisle during the Gathering Hymn, worshipers
are invited to acknowledge it by looking upon it and bowing.
At the end of the worship service, as the processional cross moves to the back of
the nave, worshipers are invited to acknowledge the cross by turning toward it as
it passes by them.
By turning toward the processional cross, we end our worship facing the rear of the
nave, as we hear the Dismissal (“Go in peace, serve the Lord”) and move forward
to carry out our Baptismal calling of serving Christ.
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Mini Church Directory
The February 2022 Church Directory
has been updated as of January 31, 2022.
It is now available for pick up in the narthex.

ADDRESS, PHONE NUMBER
AND EMAIL CHANGES
If you have recently moved, please let us know so we can update your records in
the church office and in the church directory. Please also let us know if you have
changed any of your phone numbers or email addresses.
Please call or email Tammy in the church office at 804-272-0486, Ext. 1 or
admin@stlukerichmond.org with your updated information. You can also
drop off a note on Tammy’s desk in the office. Thank you.

OUR SPONSORED CHILD, PAUL
Dear St. Luke members and friends,
Our congregation has been supporting Paul through Child Fund International since
August of 2019. This year, on July 20th, Paul will turn 14 years old!
Due to the pandemic and our inability to gather at St Luke during most of 2020 and
half of 2021, we have fallen behind in our support of Paul. Now it’s 2022 and we
can’t forget about him. In the past we have used a sign up sheet. A sign up sheet
doesn't work very well when not everyone feels comfortable gathering in person
for worship services.
If you and your family would like to help support Paul, please consider sending in a payment of
$28.00 made out to St. Luke Lutheran Church with “Help Paul” in the memo line. You can now also
pay your support for Paul online at the St. Luke website. Please contact Marty Witthoefft with any
questions you may have.

Thank you so much for your support in the past. Paul and his family greatly appreciate it. Please
check out the bulletin board in the narthex. It contains letters and photos from Paul and his family.
St. Luke Outreach Committee

First Quarter Giving Statements
Your first quarter Giving Statements are now available in the narthex.
Please pick up your copy before you leave today.
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St. Luke Evangelical Lutheran Church
7757 Chippenham Parkway, Richmond, VA 23225
Office: 804-272-0486 Ext. 1, admin@stlukerichmond.org
www.stlukerichmond.org
The Rev. Joshua Menke

St. Luke Lutheran Church is a member of the Virginia Synod of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. To find out more
about the Lutheran Church, please visit the following websites:
ELCA, www.ELCA.org or Virginia Synod, www.vasynod.org

Church Staff and Committee Contact Information
Please contact us with any questions or concerns you may have using the information listed below.

Rev. Joshua Menke, Pastor

pastor@stlukerichmond.org

804-272-0486 X 2

Tammy Hammond, Church Administrator

admin@stlukerichmond.org

804-272-0486 X 1

Richard Barnett, Director of Music

music@stlukerichmond.org

804-272-0486 X 3

Vince Reedinger, Worship/Music Chair

stlukeworship@stlukerichmond.org

Betty Walker, Christian Education Co-Chair

stlukechristianed@stlukerichmond.org

Evelyn Henson, Webmaster

webmaster@stlukerichmond.org
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