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ST. LUKE LUTHERAN CHURCH
By grace, we know, love, worship and serve
Jesus Christ as we proclaim His Good News.
Welcome to St. Luke Lutheran Church. We are glad that God brought you to worship with us today.
We rejoice in your presence among us this morning to praise and adore our Lord Jesus Christ!
Please take a moment to fill out a Visitor Card located in the pew rack in front of you and drop it
in the offering plate, so that we may have a record of your visit. Please come back and join us soon.

March 27, 2022
Fourth Sunday in Lent
The psalm sets the tone this day: “Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and whose sin is
put away!” Happy are those who have “become the righteousness of God” in the merits of Christ Jesus.
Happy are those for whom the forgiveness of God has “rolled away . . . the disgrace” of former times.
Happy is the father at the return of his prodigal son. Happy are we that our sins are forgiven for Jesus’
sake. Rejoice!

Liturgy for Today: We will Worship today using liturgy and hymns from Year C, Setting Ten of
the ELW and hymns from Setting Eleven of the new All Creation Sings Worship Book. Today’s
liturgy and hymns are provided in this bulletin for your convenience. Congregational response is
marked with a bolded C.

Worship During the Season of Lent: Lent is a spiritual journey for the whole congregation. It is
a rather solemn time which provides Christians an opportunity for renewal in both mind and spirit.
We make certain liturgical changes to highlight the Lenten emphasis: The liturgical color is purple
(symbolizing penitence); draping of crosses as a “fast for the eyes;” the use of the Kyrie; no hymn
of praise; no choir procession; no alleluia. We use an alternate setting of the Holy Communion
liturgy and prayers.
Altar Flowers: Today’s Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in Memory of her parents
Joel B. and Christine Jebram Spahr by Jan Spahr.
Offering: Offering plates are located near the doors to the sanctuary. Please place your offerings
in the plates at the beginning of the service as you enter. Thank you.
9:00am
9:00am

NO Sunday School Classes
NO Adult Forum

10:00am

In-person WORSHIP SERVICE ~ with Holy Communion
Our Service will be broadcast “LIVE” on Facebook then uploaded to Youtube
www.facebook.com/stlukerichmond, www.youtube.com/user/stlukesermons

Please turn off or silence your cell phone. Thank you.
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(This week in the ecumenical prayer cycle, we will be praying for the people and churches of:
(Czech Republic, Poland and Slovakia.)
PRELUDE
(We stand and face the Baptismal font)
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P
In the name of God,
who makes a way in the wilderness,
walks with us,
and guides us in our pilgrimage.
C
Amen.
P
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
(Silence for reflection)
P
C

Holy One,
we confess that we have wandered far from you:
we have not trusted your promises,
we have ignored your prophets in our own day,
we have squandered our inheritance of grace,
we have failed to recognize you in our midst.
Have mercy on us!
Forgive us and turn us again to you.
Teach us to follow in your ways,
assure us again of your love,
and help us to love our neighbor.
Amen.

P

Beloved in Christ,
the Word draws near to you,
and all who call out to God shall be saved.
In Jesus, God comes to you again and again
and gathers you under wings of love.
In † Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven.
God journeys with you
and teaches you how to live in love.
Amen.

C
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THE GATHERING

ENTRANCE HYMN, “Christ, Be Our Light”

3

GREETING
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C
And also with you.
KYRIE

4

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
P

Let us pray.
God of compassion,
you welcome the wayward,
and you embrace us all with your mercy.
By our baptism clothe us with garments of your grace,
and feed us at the table of your love,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C
Amen.
(We sit)

After every reading:

THE WORD

A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

FIRST LESSON: Joshua 5:9-12
By celebrating the Passover and eating the produce of the promised land instead of the
miraculous manna that had sustained them in the desert, the Israelites symbolically bring their
forty years of wilderness wandering to an end at Gilgal.
9

The Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt.” And so
that place is called Gilgal to this day.
10

While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the evening on the
fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. 11On the day after the passover, on that
very day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. 12The manna
ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna;
they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year.

5

PSALMODY: Psalm 32
Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord. (Ps. 32:11)

6

1

Happy are they whose transgressions | are forgiven,
and whose sin is | put away!

2

Happy are they to whom the Lord im- | putes no guilt,
and in whose spirit there | is no guile! R

3

While I held my tongue, my bones with- | ered away,
because of my groaning | all day long.

4

For your hand was heavy upon me | day and night;
my moisture was dried up as in the | heat of summer.

5

Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not con- | ceal my guilt.
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.”
Then you forgave me the guilt | of my sin.

6

Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in | time of trouble;
when the great waters overflow, they | shall not reach them. R

7

You are my hiding-place; you preserve | me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts | of deliverance.

8

“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that | you should go;
I will guide you | with my eye.

9

Do not be like horse or mule, which have no | understanding;
who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will | not stay near you.”

10

Great are the tribulations | of the wicked;
but mercy embraces those who trust | in the Lord.

11

Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice | in the Lord;
shout for joy, all who are | true of heart. R

SECOND LESSON: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
One way to describe the gospel is the promise that in Christ everything is transformed into
newness. All mistakes, all deliberate sins, all old history is reconciled with Christ’s resurrection.
This is Paul’s strong message to the congregation in the city of Corinth.
16

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we
once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So if
anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything
has become new! 18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has
given us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to
himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of
reconciliation to us. 20So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal
through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made
him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
(We stand)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION, “We Are Turning”

Before the reading:
P
The Holy Gospel, according to Luke.
C
Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
Jesus tells a parable about a son who ponders his father’s love only after he has spurned it. The
grace he receives is beyond his hopes. That same grace is a crisis for an older brother who
believes it is his obedience that has earned his place in the father’s home.
1

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus. 2And the Pharisees
and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with
them.” 3So he told them this parable:
7

11b

“There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give
me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his property between them.
13
A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and
there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 14When he had spent everything, a severe
famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. 15So he went and hired
himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs.
16
He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave
him anything. 17But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands
have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18I will get up and go to my
father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 19I am no
longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.” ’ 20So he set off
and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with
compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 21Then the son said to him,
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your
son.’ 22But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it
on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23And get the fatted calf and kill it,
and let us eat and celebrate; 24for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and
is found!’ And they began to celebrate.
25
“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he
heard music and dancing. 26He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 27He
replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got
him back safe and sound.’ 28Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out
and began to plead with him. 29But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have
been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have
never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 30But when this
son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the
fatted calf for him!’ 31Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that
is mine is yours. 32But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead
and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’ ”
After the reading:
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
(We sit)
CHOIR ANTHEM, “Seek the Lord”
SERMON
(Silence for reflection)
8

(We stand)
HYMN OF THE DAY, “Lead Me, Guide Me”

9

APOSTLES’ CREED
P
Together with the whole church, we confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
C
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
P
Drawn close to the heart of God,
we offer these prayers for the church,
the world, and all who are in need.
(We sing)
HYMN, “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.
A

C
10

Jesus formed the disciples
in the ways of extravagant mercy and profound welcome.
Lead your church to be a community
marked by forgiveness, hospitality, and celebration.
Send us to transform a world
plagued by fear and condemnation.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

A

C
A

C
A

C

A

You make the land to produce a harvest
that sustains your entire creation.
Equip farmers and farm workers who till the soil.
Nourish the earth with ample rainfall and abundant sunshine.
Heal grounds tainted by pollution or misuse.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Countries are divided and leaders often harbor grudges.
Reconcile nations that experience conflict.
Act quickly to bring an end to war in Ukraine.
Anoint peacemakers trained in the art of diplomacy
and foster a spirit of collaboration among political rivals.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
This week we pray also for the people and churches
of Poland, Czech Republic, and Slovakia.
We thank you for the many refugees they have already accepted
and for the faithful witness of Christians here through the centuries,
especially in times of occupation and persecution.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Your people cry for help in times of distress.
Resolve disagreements among family members.
Save those experiencing financial hardship.
Hear our prayers for those who are sick or grieving.
Console us with the promise that everything can become new.
Today, especially do we name:

Doug Barbieto
Carol Bernard
Scott Cook
Oliver Fisk
Dean Fossum
David Hahn

A

C

Susan Higden
Brent Ladd
Margaret Moseley
Jim Poole
Susan Robinson
Pastor Donna Ruggles

Pastor Ken Ruppar
Evelyn Spear
Jerald Spear
Marilyn Voorhis
Kay Wason
Simone Wiggins

Sarah Witthoefft
Jean Yerian

We pray for those we now name before you,
either out loud, or in the silence of our hearts:
(wait)
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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A

C
A

C
P
C

Your love comes to us
when a table is set and a feast is prepared.
Bless the feeding ministries of this congregation.
Bring an end to hunger in our community
and around the world.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
The one who was dead is alive again.
We give thanks for those who have died,
confident that steadfast love surrounds them.
Shelter them in your love
until we are gathered
at your heavenly banquet.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Accept the prayers we bring, O God,
on behalf of a world in need,
for the sake of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

THE MEAL

(We greet one another with a gesture of peace, saying, “Peace be with you.” Please share signs
of peace with those in your immediate vicinity only. If any are not comfortable making physical
contact during the peace, please share peace in other ways.)

PEACE
P
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C
And also with you.
(We sit)
ANNOUNCEMENTS
OFFERING
Offering plates are located near the doors to the sanctuary. Please place your offerings in the
plates at the beginning of the service as you enter.

12

(We stand to sing as the gifts are presented at the altar)
OFFERTORY, “God Bless to Us Our Bread”

OFFERTORY PRAYER
A
Let us pray.
Extravagant God,
you have blessed us with the fullness of creation.
Now we gather at your feast
where you offer us the food that satisfies.
Take and use what we offer here,
come among us,
and feed us with the body and blood of Christ,
in whose name we pray.
C
Amen.

13

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
P
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
That we should at all times and all places
give thanks and praise to you,
almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You call your people to cleanse their hearts
and prepare with joy for the Paschal feast,
that, renewed in the gift of baptism,
you may come to the fullness of your grace.
And so, will all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts on heaven,
we praise your name and join in their unending hymn:

14

(We sing)
SANCTUS, “You Are Holy”

15

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P
Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to age.
P

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness
to the land of milk and honey.

P

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

P

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

P

Again, after supper, he took the cup,
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

P

With this bread and cup, we remember our Lord's Passover
from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

C
P
C

P

C
P

C
16

O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.
Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.
With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity,
now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
C
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.
(We sit)
HOLY COMMUNION:
This is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord. It is made ready for those who love him
and for those who want to love him more. So, come, you who have much faith and you who have
little, you who have been here often and you who have not been here long, you who have tried
to follow and you who have failed. Come, because it is the Lord who invites you. It is his will
that those who want him should meet him here.
Those who do not commune are invited forward for a blessing. Those unable to partake of wine
or wheaten bread are assured that the Church affirms our Lord’s presence in, with, and under
each element. White grape juice and gluten-free wafers are available.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P
Come to the banquet,
for all is now ready.

17

(We sing during the distribution of Communion)
COMMUNION HYMN, “O Lamb of God”

18

COMMUNION HYMN, “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”

CHOIR MEDITATION, “Hosea”
(We stand)
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
A
Let us pray.
Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace,
you have fed us with your body, the bread of life.
Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need.
C
Amen.
(Silence for reflection)

THE SENDING

BENEDICTION
P
The Lord bless you and keep you,
The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy,
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C
Amen.
19

SENDING HYMN, “What God Ordains Is Good Indeed”

DISMISSAL
A
Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way.
C
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
20

Holden Evening Prayer

NEXT SUNDAY
April 3, 2022
Fifth Sunday in Lent
9:00am

Sunday School Classes

9:00am

Adult Forum: Jesus' Death: What Historians Can't know

10:00am

In-person WORSHIP SERVICE ~ with Holy Communion
It will be broadcast “LIVE” on Facebook
and later uploaded to our Youtube channel
Nursery available during the service

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
We pray for our needs and those of others. Please keep the following members,
their families, and our friends in your thoughts and prayers.
Prayers are asked for: Doug Barbieto (John Olson’s cousin), Oliver Fisk, Marilyn Voorhis (Marlys’s
sister)

Continued Prayers are asked for: Carol Bernard, Scott Cook, Dean Fossum (Terri’s dad), David
Hahn, Susan Higden, Brent Ladd, Margaret Moseley (Vickie’s sister), Jim Poole (Cindy’s son-in-law),
Susan Robinson, Pastor Donna Ruggles, Pastor Ken Ruppar, Evelyn Spear, Jerald Spear, Kay Wason,
Simone Wiggins, Sarah Witthoefft (Tim’s wife, Marty and Ann’s daughter-in-law), Jean Yerian
Please also remember our fellow members who are homebound. A card, a phone call or an email
would be deeply appreciated by them.
Names are kept on the Prayer List for four weeks. Please keep the office informed of any changes.
Please let us know if someone has a long term illness and needs to be kept on the Prayer List.
If you or a family member is in the armed forces on active duty, they can also be put on our list.
21

Lambert Kerschbaumer Memorial Service
In December we informed you of the death of our brother in Christ, Lambert Kerschbaumer.
Lambert died the evening of Saturday, December 4, 2021.
And now the time has come for us to gather as a community to remember and give thanks for
Lambert's life, his faithfulness, and also the everlasting promises God made to him that persist
through both life and death.
Lambert's memorial service will be held at St. Luke on Saturday, April 9th at 11:00am, with a reception
to follow. Please join us as we commend Lambert to the Lord.
We will continue to hold Evelyn and the whole Kerschbaumer family in our prayers.

Mask optional policy starting March 20, 2022
Dear St. Luke Members and Friends,
Given the improvements locally in the response to Covid-19, Church Council, on
March 13, approved a Mask Optional approach to St. Luke worship and other
activities beginning March 20, 2022. We recognize that there are varying opinions
on this so ask that we are all respectful and supportive of one another to ensure a
spiritual and healthy community.
Masks are recommended for those who are at risk for underlying conditions or unvaccinated. Please
stay home and join us virtually if you are symptomatic or are feeling sick.
The Church Council will continue to monitor conditions and follow the CDC and Virginia Dept of
Health recommendations to keep us safe. Thank you so much for your support during this pandemic
and your continued contributions to our church community.
Sincerely,
John Olson
Council President

ONLINE GIVING NOW AVAILABLE
It is now possible for you to make financial contributions online through our St. Luke
website. All online contributions are recorded to your St. Luke Account by our Financial
Secretary (Ludi Webber) and will appear in your quarterly contribution statement.
Go to www.stlukerichmond.org. Click on DONATE. Select the account you want to
donate to. You have the option to donate one time, select timing or select a frequency
(weekly, monthly) using a credit card or bank account. There is a service fee of 2.75%
for credit cards or 1% if using a bank account. There is a “check box” to add this service fee
to your offering. If it is not checked, St. Luke will pay the service fee. You also have the
option to create a Vanco account at no charge.
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CHESTERFIELD CO. CONCERT BAND REHEARSAL: Monday, March 28, 7:00pm
PASTOR JOSH’S MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY CLASS: Wednesday, March 30, 10:30am
GRATEFUL WEDNESDAY AL ANON MEETING: Wednesday, March 30, 12:00pm
NEW ST. LUKE GRIEF GROUP: Wednesday, March 30, 5:45pm
MID-WEEK LENTEN WORSHIP SERVICE: Wednesday, March 30, 7:00pm
ST. LUKE ADULT CHOIR REHEARSAL: Wednesday, March 30, 7:30pm
SAFE PLACE ACA AL ANON MEETING: Wednesday, March 30, 7:00pm
SARAH HART CONCERT: Friday, April 1, 7:00pm (tickets are $15.00)
HELP AND HOPE AL ANON MEETING: Saturday, April 2, 9:00am
ADULT FORUM CLASS: Sunday, April 3, 9:00am
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES: Sunday, April 3, 9:00am
FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT: Sunday, April 3, 10:00am Worship Service
CHESTERFIELD CO. CONCERT BAND REHEARSAL: Monday, April 4, 7:00pm
PASTOR JOSH’S MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY CLASS: Wednesday, April 6, 10:30am
GRATEFUL WEDNESDAY AL ANON MEETING: Wednesday, April 6, 12:00pm
MID-WEEK LENTEN WORSHIP SERVICE: Wednesday, April 6, 7:00pm
ST. LUKE ADULT CHOIR REHEARSAL: Wednesday, April 6, 7:30pm
HELP AND HOPE AL ANON MEETING: Saturday, April 9, 9:00am
LAMBERT KERSCHBAUMER MEMORIAL SVC: Saturday, April 9, 11:00am, reception follows
23

Palm Sunday
Worship Service
Sunday, April 10, 2022
10:00am
Holy Communion Worship
with Procession of the Palms

MAUNDY THURSDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
April 14, 2022 at 7:00pm ~ Holy Communion Worship

with individual absolution & stripping of the altar

GOOD FRIDAY
WORSHIP SERVICE

April 15, 2022
7:00pm

The Resurrection of Our Lord
Easter Sunday
Sunday, April 17, 2022

9:00am Sunday School and Adult Forum
10:00am Easter Festival Holy Communion Service
24

MID-WEEK LENTEN SERVICES CONTINUE ~ Wed., March 30, 7:00pm
SARAH HART CONCERT ~ Friday, April 1, 7:00pm, tickets are available on
our website. You can also pay with a check placed in the offering plate. Please
put Sarah Hart concert on the memo line of your check. Tickets will be available at the door.
PALM SUNDAY ~ Sunday, April 10, 10:00am Worship Service with Procession of the Palms
LENTEN CHALLENGE: LUNCH TO GO ~ Sunday, April 10 after the Worship Service
Take your lunch home with you. Take a few more for those at home or stop at a friends and
treat them to lunch. Reservations are needed. Please fill out the form to preorder.
MAUNDY THURSDAY ~ Thursday, April 14, 7:00pm Worship Service
GOOD FRIDAY ~ Friday, April 15, 7:00pm Worship Service
EASTER SUNDAY ~ Sunday, April 17, 10:00am Worship Service
CAITLIN HUNT VIOLIN STUDENTS RECITAL ~ Saturday, April 30, 2:00pm
BELLE ELLIOTT PIANO STUDIO RECITAL ~ Saturday, May 21, 2:00pm

NEW GRIEF GROUP STARTING
Starting Wednesday, March 30, you are invited to join us as we begin a grief group/book study
at St. Luke. To frame our conversation, we will be using the memoir, A Witness: The Haiti
Earthquake, A Song, Death, and Resurrection, written by ELCA pastor Renee Splichal Larson.
Thanks to a Thrivent grant, we have several copies of this book in the church library available to borrow
(you are welcome to take a copy even if you do not plan to participate in the group). If you prefer, you can
also buy a copy on Amazon or from your choice of bookstore.
We will meet on Wednesdays from 5:45-6:45pm. For the first two weeks, our time together will be followed
by our final two Holden evening prayer services, which you are invited and encouraged to stick around for.
We will then break for Holy Week and continue again in the weeks following Easter.
Please consider joining us as we work through this book and our own experiences of grief together. And
please pass the word on to anyone you think may benefit.
25

LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE is accompanying our companions in Ukraine,
Hungary, Poland and Slovakia, as well as such ecumenical partners as the Lutheran
World Federation and Church World Service, in their humanitarian responses to the
crisis. These partners provide refugees with immediate support and supplies such as
food, blankets, water and hygiene kits. Our gifts designated for “Eastern Europe
Crisis Response” will be used entirely (100%) to provide support for people
impacted by conflict in the region.

We don’t have time to ship by boat or plane, but we already have people in place
with needed supplies. It’s better to respond by shipping donated funds quickly.

How much should we donate?
Consider what you pay for items shipped to your home during the month.
Amazon Prime charges yearly, donate a couple of months.

Drive to the market and back to your home? Donate a half or full tank of gas.
DONATE ON OUR WEBSITE: www.stlukerichmond.org

MAIL: St. Luke Lutheran Church, 7757 Chippenham Pkwy, Richmond, VA 23225
PRAY EACH DAY OF LENT ~ O Lord, God of life, in this time of crisis and conflict
and war in Ukraine, help us join our hearts and prayers with people of faith around the
world for peace and harmony. May the violence and quest for power end. May all people
create ways to live together in peace. And because peace is more than the mere absence
of war, we pray as we have sung.
Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me. Amen.
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Take your lunch home with you.
Take a few more for those at home or stop at a friends and treat them to lunch. If the weather is nice
there will be tables in the courtyard to sit, eat, and chat. We will also have a CURBSIDE delivery
area for the friends of the church to stop by after their own Church Service and pick up lunches.
Various EASTER GIFT BASKETS will also be available for purchase.
Gifts designated for “Eastern Europe Crisis Response” will be used entirely (100%) to provide
support for people impacted by conflict in the region.
TO DONATE: WEBSITE: www.stlukerichmond.org
St. Luke Lutheran Church, 7757 Chippenham Pkwy, Richmond, VA 23225
CK Memo: Eastern Europe Crisis Response

RESERVATIONS NEEDED
SANDWICH: Spiral Ham ______ or Chicken Salad ______ or Peanut Butter & Jelly ______
Includes: Pasta and Fruit Salads, Chips, Chocolate Cake Dessert, Water
DONATION: Minimum $10.00 each
Name: ___________________________ Email or Text:_________________________
Total Number of Lunches: ______ Payment: Cash, Check, Credit Card ____________
You can also call or email your order to the office. admin@stlukerichmond.org, 804-272-0486 Ext. 1
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LUTHERAN LENT TRADITIONS
Fasting is one of the signature traditions of a Lutheran Lent. According to the Reverend
Thomas Weitzel's “Lutheran Guide to Lent,” to fast during Lent is to abstain from a
particular food, such as chocolate, or pleasurable activity, such as television, in homage
to Christ's sacrifice. This enhances the spiritual life by weakening attachment to sensory
pleasures. Lutherans do not give up water during a fast, as it is vital to life. Moreover,
pregnant women, children under 16, adults over 65, travelers and the ill are traditionally
excused from fasting.
Lutherans have an increased awareness of their own sins during Lent. One of the ways
they get absolution for their sins is through confessing to a pastor. Martin Luther,
founder of the Lutheran religion, outlined the proper practices for confessing during
Lent. He asks followers to examine their own lives in light of the Ten Commandments,
and ask themselves whether they have hurt anyone in word or deed. After the pastor has
heard confession, he forgives the sinner in the name of God.
But Lutherans are Lutherans, and these believers are not following a specific set of Lent
rules. They are not Roman Catholics or Orthodox Christians, who, to one degree or
another, follow ancient traditions that ask them to fast from meat or even from meat and
all dairy products. For traditional Lutherans, the words of Augsburg Confession, article
XXVI, are clear: “In former times men taught, preached, and wrote that distinctions
among foods and similar traditions which had been instituted by men serve to earn grace
and make satisfaction for sin. For this reason new fasts, new ceremonies, new orders,
and the like were invented daily, and were ardently and urgently promoted, as if these
were a necessary service of God by means of which grace would be earned if they were
observed and a great sin committed if they were omitted.”
The writings of Martin Luther make it clear that he was rebelling against practices
common in the medieval Catholic churches and monasteries of his day, said Immanuel
Pastor C. S. Esget. Thus, it's easy to conclude that Luther rejected fasting and similar
disciplines altogether, when what he rejected were mandatory rules. Instead, the
Protestant reformer embraced voluntary fasting and almsgiving and argued that these
disciplines were like weightlifting and running ? part of a spiritual exercise regime.
“The key is that anything that smacks of legalism will raise all kinds of red flags for
Lutherans,” stressed Esget, who has promoted Lenten disciplines in his own kitchen as
well as his pulpit. “We want to be able to say that fasting, for example, is a good thing.
But the minute it becomes a requirement, then there's going to be trouble.”
For centuries, Lutherans in Europe chose to follow many fasting traditions found in
Catholicism and other Western churches, such as the Church of England. But this
gradually evolved into a minimalist tradition that Esget said he has never been able to
find in Luther or any other church traditions, the popular modern practice of giving up
“one thing” during Lent.
“What has happened over the centuries is that many Lutherans, especially after the move
to America, have tried to blend in with all of the Protestants that surround us in this
culture,” he said. “So most of our traditions have faded over time into a kind of vague
idea that it's Lent, but we're not really sure what that is supposed to mean.”
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Please contact us with any questions or concerns you may have using the information listed below.

Rev. Joshua Menke, Pastor

pastor@stlukerichmond.org

804-272-0486 X 2

Tammy Hammond, Church Administrator

admin@stlukerichmond.org

804-272-0486 X 1

Richard Barnett, Director of Music

music@stlukerichmond.org

804-272-0486 X 3

Vince Reedinger, Worship/Music Chair

stlukeworship@stlukerichmond.org

Betty Walker, Christian Education Co-Chair

stlukechristianed@stlukerichmond.org

Evelyn Henson, Webmaster
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