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ST. LUKE LUTHERAN CHURCH
By grace, we know, love, worship and serve
Jesus Christ as we proclaim His Good News.
Welcome to St. Luke Lutheran Church. We are glad that God brought you to worship with us today.
We rejoice in your presence among us this morning to praise and adore our Lord Jesus Christ!
Please take a moment to fill out a Visitor Card located in the pew rack in front of you and drop it
in the offering plate, so that we may have a record of your visit. Please come back and join us soon.
You are always most welcome at St. Luke.

February 20, 2022
Seventh Sunday after Epiphany
Mercy. Mercy. Mercy. Joseph lives it in Egypt. Jesus preaches it in the gospel. The Spirit guides us into
merciful lives with the power of forgiveness to reconcile what is fractured and divided. Such merciful
living is the baptismal blessing of having put on Christ. It is the gift of the life-giving Spirit. It is a
reflection of God’s glory revealed in Christ.

Liturgy for Today: We will Worship today using liturgy and hymns from Year C, Setting Ten of
the ELW and hymns from Setting Eleven of the new All Creation Sings Worship Book. Today’s
liturgy and hymns are provided in this bulletin for your convenience. Congregational response is
marked with a bolded C.

Altar Flowers: Today’s Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in Memory of Henry Walker
and Edna Walker by Betty Walker.
Offering: Offering plates are located near the doors to the sanctuary. Please place your offerings in
the plates at the beginning of the service as you enter. Thank you.
9:00am
9:00am

NO Sunday School Classes
Adult Forum

10:00am

In-person WORSHIP SERVICE ~ with Holy Communion
Our Worship Service will also be available for viewing
Sunday morning “LIVE” on our Facebook page and later on our Youtube channel
www.facebook.com/stlukerichmond, www.youtube.com/user/stlukesermons

11:30am

Evangelism Meeting

Please turn off or silence your cell phone. Thank you.
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(This week in the ecumenical prayer cycle, we will be praying for the people and churches of:
France, Germany and Monaco.)
PRELUDE
(We stand and face the Baptismal font)
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P
Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God,
who creates us,
redeems us,
and calls us by name.
C
Amen.
P

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

(Silence for reflection)
P
C

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
and your beloved children.
We have turned our faces away from your glory
when it did not appear as we expected.
We have rejected your word
when it made us confront ourselves.
We have failed to show hospitality
to those you called us to welcome.
Accept our repentance for the things we have done
and the things we have left undone.
For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe
in the glory of your Son born among us,
and reflect your love for all creation.
Amen.

P

Rejoice in this good news:
In † Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven.
You are descendants of the Most High,
adopted into the household of Christ,
and inheritors of eternal life.
Live as freed and forgiven children of God.
Amen.

C
2

THE GATHERING

ENTRANCE HYMN, “Oh, Praise the Gracious Power”

Vv. 1-5

GREETING
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C
And also with you.
3

KYRIE

HYMN OF PRAISE, “Glory to God”
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
Let us pray.
O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace,
that where there is hatred, we may sow love,
where there is injury, pardon,
and where there is despair, hope.
Grant, O divine master, that we may seek to console,
to understand, and to love in your name,
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C
Amen.
(We sit)

After every reading:

THE WORD

A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

FIRST LESSON: Genesis 45:3-11, 15
Many years after being sold into slavery by his jealous brothers, Joseph reveals himself to them.
Now the second-in-command in Egypt, Joseph reassures his brothers that God has used their evil
intentions for good to preserve life during a devastating famine, and Joseph forgives them.
3

Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not
answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence.
4
Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I
am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5And now do not be distressed, or angry
with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6For
the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in which there
will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant
on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8So it was not you who sent me here, but
God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land
of Egypt. 9Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has
made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. 10You shall settle in the land of
Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as
well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. 11I will provide for you there—since
there are five more years of famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that
you have, will not come to poverty.’ ” 15And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them;
and after that his brothers talked with him.
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PSALMODY: Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40
The lowly shall possess the land; they will delight in abundance of peace. (Ps. 37:11)

1

Do not be provoked by | evildoers;
do not be jealous of those | who do wrong.

2

For they shall soon wither | like the grass,
and like the green grass | fade away.

3

Put your trust in the Lord| and do good;
dwell in the land and | find safe pasture.

4

Take delight | in the Lord,
who shall give you your | heart’s desire. R

5

Commit your way to the Lord; put your trust | in the Lord,
and see what | God will do.

6

The Lord will make your vindication as clear | as the light
and the justice of your case like the | noonday sun.

7

Be still before the Lord and wait | patiently.
Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in | evil schemes.

8

Refrain from anger, leave | rage alone;
do not be provoked; it leads on- | ly to evil. R

9

For evildoers shall | be cut off,
but those who hope in the Lord shall pos- | sess the land.

10

In a little while the wicked shall | be no more;
even if you search out their place, they will | not be there.

6

11

But the lowly shall pos- | sess the land;
they will delight in abun- | dance of peace

39

But the deliverance of the righteous comes from | you, O Lord;
you are their stronghold in | time of trouble.

40

You, O Lord, will help them and | rescue them;
you will rescue them from the wicked and deliver them,
because in you | they seek refuge. R

SECOND LESSON: 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50
In the Apostles’ Creed, we speak of the “resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.”
Using the metaphor of a planted seed and the story of Adam, Paul preaches passionately about
the mystery of following Christ’s perfect life into eternity.
35

But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?”
Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37And as for what you sow, you do
not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. 38But
God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body.
42
So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is
imperishable. 43It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised
in power. 44It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body,
there is also a spiritual body. 45Thus it is written, “The first man, Adam, became a living
being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46But it is not the spiritual that is first, but
the physical, and then the spiritual. 47The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the
second man is from heaven. 48As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and
as is the man of heaven, so are those who are of heaven. 49Just as we have borne the image of
the man of dust, we will also bear the image of the man of heaven.
50
What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom
of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.
36

(We stand)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION, “Alleluia! Lord and Savior”

Before the reading:
P
The Holy Gospel, according to Luke.
C
Glory to you, O Lord.
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GOSPEL: Luke 6:27-38
Jesus continues to address a crowd of his disciples. He invites his followers to shower radical love,
blessing, forgiveness, generosity, and trust even on enemies and outsiders. Living in harmony with
God’s intent brings the reward of overflowing blessing.

Jesus said: 27“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,
28
bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29If anyone strikes you on the
cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even
your shirt. 30Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do
not ask for them again. 31Do to others as you would have them do to you.
32
“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those
who love them. 33If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For
even sinners do the same. 34If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit
is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. 35But love your enemies,
do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be
children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. 36Be merciful, just
as your Father is merciful.
37
“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38give, and it will be given to you. A good
measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the
measure you give will be the measure you get back.”
After the reading:
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
(We sit)
CHOIR ANTHEM, “Bless the Lord, O My Soul”
SERMON
(Silence for reflection)
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(We stand)
HYMN OF THE DAY, “Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive”

APOSTLES’ CREED
P
Together with the whole church, we confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
C
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
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THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
P
The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance;
so we are bold to pray for the church, the world,
and all that God has made.
(We sing)
HYMN, “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.

A

C
A

C
A

C
A

C
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You teach us to love our neighbors and enemies alike.
Encourage your church to follow the leading of your love,
especially when it is risky or difficult.
Help us to show mercy just as we have first received mercy.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Nurture fields that lie dormant,
resting until it is time to bloom again.
Bless farmers and all who cultivate fields and urban gardens.
Give favorable weather for planting.
Bring forth from buried seed an abundant harvest,
and guard against famine and disease.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Look upon our world with mercy,
that we delight in an abundance of peace.
Protect all whose lives are marred by war and civil unrest.
Release political prisoners and amplify the voices that challenge us
to seek forgiveness and pursue nonviolence.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Gracious God, we pray especially this week for the people and churches
of France, Germany, and Monaco.
We give thanks for their generosity in supporting
ecumenical, interfaith, and development work in the world
and we pray for peace
as these countries try to quell the buildup to war within Europe.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

A

Your people cry out for mercy.
Console hearts that long for forgiveness.
Mend broken relationships.
Heal bodies that suffer chronic pain or illness.
Strengthen and deliver all whose spirits are troubled.
Today, especially do we name:
Carol Bernard
Kenneth Hammond II Molly Roth
Family of
Ken Hammond III
Pastor Donna Ruggles
Shirley Bredenbeck Susan Higden
Pastor Ken Ruppar
Marie Bushong
Brent Ladd
Evelyn Spears
Scott Cook
Margaret Moseley
Jerald Spears
Dean Fossum
Jim Poole
Marilyn Voorhis
David Hahn
Susan Robinson
Kay Wason

A

Simone Wiggins
Sarah Witthoefft
Jean Yerian

We pray for those we now name before you,
either out loud, or in the silence of our hearts:
(wait)

C
A

C
A

C
P

C

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You bind us together into one family.
Teach us to forgive one another
and to resolve conflicts with humility and patience.
Bless families of all shapes and sizes,
and show love to those who are lonely or grieving.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We praise you for the saints
who have inherited the fullness of your kingdom.
As you have raised them to imperishable and eternal life,
sustain us in faith by the promise of resurrection.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God,
we lift these and all of our prayers to you
in confidence and faith;
through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

11

THE MEAL

(We greet one another with a gesture of peace, saying, “Peace be with you.” Please share signs
of peace with those in your immediate vicinity only. If any are not comfortable making physical
contact during the peace, please share peace in other ways.)

PEACE
P
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C
And also with you.
(We sit)
ANNOUNCEMENTS
OFFERING
Offering plates are located near the doors to the sanctuary. Please place your offerings in the
plates at the beginning of the service as you enter.
(We stand to sing as the gifts are presented at the altar)
OFFERTORY, “God Bless to Us Our Bread”
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
A
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God,
Sovereign of the universe.
You offer us new beginnings
and guide us on our journey.
Lead us to your table,
nourish us with this heavenly food,
and prepare us to carry your love
to a hungry world,
in the name of Christ our light.
C
Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE FOR EPIPHANY
P
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations;
In the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son,
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the Church on Earth and the hosts of Heaven,
We praise your name and join in their unending hymn:

13

(We sing)
SANCTUS, “Ley Lo Ley Lo Lay Lo”
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P
You are indeed holy,
almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory.
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in Him may not perish but have eternal life.
We give you thanks for His coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation.
In the night in which He was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

C

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Remembering, therefore, His salutary command,
His life-giving passion and death,
His glorious resurrection and ascension,
and the promise of His coming again,
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,
not as we ought but as we are able;
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine,
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,
may be formed to live as your holy people
and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

C

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
P
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
C
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.
(We sit)
HOLY COMMUNION:
This is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord. It is made ready for those who love him
and for those who want to love him more. So, come, you who have much faith and you who have
little, you who have been here often and you who have not been here long, you who have tried
to follow and you who have failed. Come, because it is the Lord who invites you. It is his will
that those who want him should meet him here.
Those who do not commune are invited forward for a blessing. Those unable to partake of wine
or wheaten bread are assured that the Church affirms our Lord’s presence in, with, and under
each element. White grape juice and gluten-free wafers are available.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P
Come to God’s table.
There is a place for you and enough for all.
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(We sing during the distribution of Communion)
COMMUNION HYMN, “O Lamb of God”

17

COMMUNION HYMN, “Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace”

MEDITATION, “Take and Eat”
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(We stand)
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
P
God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness,
who rejoices over you,
and who calls you by name,
† bless your going out and your coming in,
today and forever.
C
Amen.
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
A
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, gracious God,
for we have feasted on the abundance of your house.
Send us to bring good news
and to proclaim your favor to all,
strengthened with the richness of your grace
in your Son, Jesus Christ.
C
Amen.
(Silence for reflection)

THE SENDING

BENEDICTION
P
The Lord bless you and keep you,
The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy,
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN, “O Christ, Our Hope”

20

DISMISSAL
A
Go with Christ into a weary world.
Share the good news.
C
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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NEXT SUNDAY
February 27, 2022
Transfiguration of Our Lord
9:00am
9:00am

NO Sunday School Classes
Adult Forum

10:00am

In-person WORSHIP SERVICE ~ with Holy Communion
Our Worship Service will also be available for viewing
Sunday morning “LIVE” on our Facebook page and later on Youtube

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
We pray for our needs and those of others. Please keep the following members,
their families, and our friends in your thoughts and prayers.
Prayers are asked for: Marie Bushong, Family of Shirley Bredenbeck (Kay’s sister),
Marilyn Voorhis (Marlys’s sister)
Continued Prayers are asked for: Carol Bernard, Scott Cook, Dean Fossum (Terri’s dad), David
Hahn, Kenneth Hammond II, Ken Hammond III, Susan Higden, Brent Ladd, Margaret Moseley
(Vickie’s sister), Jim Poole (Cindy’s son-in-law), Susan Robinson, Molly Roth (Betsy’s sister),
Pastor Donna Ruggles, Pastor Ken Ruppar, Evelyn Spear, Jerald Spear, Kay Wason, Simone Wiggins
Sarah Witthoefft (Tim’s wife, Marty and Ann’s daughter-in-law), Jean Yerian
Please also remember our fellow members who are homebound. A card, a phone call or an email
would be deeply appreciated by them.
Names are kept on the Prayer List for four weeks. Please keep the office informed of any changes.
Please let us know if someone has a long term illness and needs to be kept on the Prayer List.
If you or a family member is in the armed forces on active duty, they can also be put on our list.

HOW TO SEND US YOUR PRAYER REQUESTS
If you or a member of your family is ill or hospitalized, or if you have surgery scheduled,
please let the office know. We will inform the Pastor and add you to the Prayer List.
Please remember, we would like to be there for you but we need to be kept informed.
If you would like to add yourself, a family member or a friend to the prayer list, please email your prayer requests
to Tammy at admin@stlukerichmond.org. You can also call them in to the church office at 804-272-0486, Ext. 1.
Please try to send in your requests by Wednesday evening or as soon s you can so that we can include this person
in our weekly bulletin for Sunday Worship.
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Masks are now required inside the church, regardless of your vaccination
status. Thank you for helping us stop the spread of the corona virus.

FEBRUARY IS SOUPER BOWL MONTH
EVANGELISM MEETING: Today, February 20, 11:30am - Come join our group!

CHESTERFIELD CO. CONCERT BAND REHEARSAL: Monday, February 21, 7:00pm
ACA ADULT CHILDREN OF ALCOHOLICS MTG: Tuesday, February 22, 7:00pm, Virtual only
PASTOR JOSH’S MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY CLASS: Wednesday, February 23, 10:30am
GRATEFUL WEDNESDAY AL ANON MEETING: Wednesday, February 23, 12:00pm
SAFE PLACE ACA AL ANON MEETING: Wednesday, Feb. 23, 7:00pm
HANDBELL CHOIR REHEARSAL: Thursday, February 24, 6:30pm
ST. LUKE ADULT CHOIR REHEARSAL: Thursday, February 24, 7:30pm
HELP AND HOPE AL ANON MEETING: Saturday, February 26, 9:00am
SOUPER BOWL DRIVE UP EVENT: Saturday, Feb. 26, 10:00am to 1:00pm, drop off your cans!
ADULT FORUM CLASS: Sunday, February 27, 9:00am
TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD: Sunday, February 27, 10:00am Worship Service
CHESTERFIELD CO. CONCERT BAND REHEARSAL: Monday, February 28, 7:00pm
ACA ADULT CHILDREN OF ALCOHOLICS MTG: Tuesday, February 29, 7:00pm, Virtual only
SHROVE TUESDAY: Tuesday, March 1 - NO SERVICE, NO PANCAKE DINNER
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St. Luke’s Weather Policy and Worship Cancellation Information
We are now into the time of the year when we may have to deal with wintery
weather conditions and the cancellation of worship services or fellowship events.
In the event of inclement weather, please be advised that St. Luke follows the
same protocol of the public school systems in the area. Usually, if local schools
are closed because of bad weather, St. Luke will be closed for all church activities
and to all groups using our building.
We will also add closings to the following TV Channels: Channel 6, Channel 8 and Channel 12.
Some of our Closing info will be listed on that Channel’s TV station and others on their website only.
Please check our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/stlukerichmond or the St. Luke Lutheran
Church web site at www.stlukerichmond.org for other weather related information as it becomes
available. Thank you.

ADULT FORUM - New series begins on 02/27/2022
Please join us on Sunday mornings at 9:00am for Adult Forum. We meet in the last classroom on the
left in the Sunday School wing. Please join us for as many sessions as you are able.
Our new series begins on February 27. The series is called “How Jesus Became God” from The Great
Courses with video lectures from Professor Bart Ehrman of the University of North Carolina. It will
be followed by our discussion. It will be a challenging and controversial topic.

February 27- The Life and Teachings of Jesus
March 6- Did Jesus Think He Was God?
March 13- The Death of Jesus-Historical Certainties
March 20- Jesus' Death- What Historians Can't know
March 27- No Class
April 3- The Resurrection- What Historians Can't Know
April 10- What History Reveals About the Resurrection
April 17- The Disciples' Visions of Jesus
April 24- Paul's View- Christ's Elevated Divinity
May 1- John's View- The Word Made Human
Thank you and I hope to see you there.
Vince Reedinger, Adult Forum Facilitator

2021 End of Year Statements
Your 2021 End of Year Statements are available in the narthex.
Please check over your statement carefully.
If you think that you have incorrect info on your statement,
please contact Ludi Webber, our Financial Secretary. Thank you.
24

PRESIDENT’S DAY ~ Monday, February 21
WASHINGTON'S BIRTHDAY ~ Tuesday, February 22
TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD ~ Sunday, February 27, 10:00am
Worship Service
SHROVE TUESDAY~ Tuesday, March 1 (NO Service, NO Pancake Dinner)
LENT BEGINS ~ Wednesday, March 2
ASH WEDNESDAY ~ Wednesday, March 2, 7:00pm Worship Service
MID-WEEK LENTEN SERVICES BEGIN ~ Wednesday, March 9, 7:00pm
SAINT PATRICK’S DAY ~ Thursday, March 17
RICH. MUSIC STUDY CLUB SCHOLARSHIP COMPETITION ~ March 19, 10:30am

SARAH HART CONCERT ~ Friday, April 1, 7:00pm, tickets are available on our website.
You can also pay with a check placed in the offering plate. Please put Sarah Hart concert on the
memo line of your check.
PALM SUNDAY ~ Sunday, April 10, 10:00am Worship Service
MAUNDY THURSDAY ~ Thursday, April 14, 7:00pm Worship Service
GOOD FRIDAY ~ Friday, April 15, 7:00pm Worship Service
EASTER SUNDAY ~ Sunday, April 17, 10:00am Worship Service
CAITLIN HUNT VIOLIN STUDENTS RECITAL ~ Saturday, April 30, 2:00pm
BELLE ELLIOTT PIANO STUDIO RECITAL ~ Saturday, May 21, 2:00pm
JENNIFER SCOTT PIANO STUDIO RECITAL ~ Saturday, June 4, 2:00pm
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What kinds of bread are used for Holy Communion?
Congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America express unity but not
uniformity in their communion practices. Congregations do use bread and wine, as set forth
in the ELCA’s set of priorities for the practices of word and sacraments: In accordance with
the words of institution, this church uses bread and wine in the celebration of the Lord’s
Supper.
Some assemblies use leavened bread, bread made to rise with yeast. This is what most of us
think of when we hear the word “bread:” a loaf that is broken and passed at table. Such
communion bread can be baked my members of the congregation or provided by a local
bakery. The use of leavened bread is the most ancient attested practice of the Church and
gives witness to the connection between the Eucharist and ordinary life. Some assemblies
use unleavened bread, bread made without a rising agent. This kind of bread can be made
more quickly. It is also called flatbread. Using unleavened bread for Holy Communion has
its roots in the Jewish Passover. Unleavened bread underscores the Passover themes which
are present in the biblical accounts of the Last Supper.
We do not know what kind of bread was used at the last supper. There are two schools of
thought. One says that because Jesus and the disciples probably gathered for a Passover
Seder meal, the traditional unleavened bread was used. The other suggests that this was
a meal before Passover for which typical food, staple bread and wine, were used. The
Gospels of Matthew chapter 26, Mark chapter 14, and Luke chapter 22 refer to the last meal
that Jesus ate with the disciples as a Passover meal. The Gospel of John chapter 19 says this
meal took place before Passover.
In the early centuries of the Christian church, leavened bread was used. This practice is
verified through paintings, mosaics, texts, and sculptures from that time period. In the
Middle Ages in the West, Christians began to use unleavened precut wafers. This form of
unleavened bread began to be used in the ninth century in the Western church. Clergy baked
the bread, as lay persons were not allowed to prepare it. Because Lutheran tradition grows
out of the Western tradition, Lutherans continued to use this form of bread, often making
connections between this form of bread and Passover bread. It was also convenient in that it
did not spoil and made few crumbs. Unfortunately, this form bears little resemblance to the
bread we eat today and the connection to the Passover is seldom made. If individual wafers
are used, we use wafers that have the texture of grain and that can be visibly broken by the
presiding minister. This gesture expresses the symbolic value of one loaf. “One Bread, One
Body”: Whether a congregation uses leavened or unleavened bread, it is encouraged that it
be a whole loaf of bread. The Use of the Means of Grace suggests: A loaf of bread and a
chalice are encouraged since they signify the unity which the sacrament bestows.

Eating from one loaf suggests our unity in Christ (1 Cor. 10:17). We, who are individuals,
are also one body. So declares the words of the Didache, a 2nd century text still sung today:
“As the grains of wheat, once scattered on the hill were gathered into one to become our
bread; so may all your people from all the ends of earth be gathered into one in you.” In
communion we are gathered. In communion we are also sent.
Sharing the one loaf communicates this also, for to eat a loaf of bread, it must first be
broken. So it is with us. In a communion hymn by Susan Briehl, we sing: “Send us now
with faith and courage to the hungry, lost, bereaved. In our living and our dying, we become
what we receive.” Just as Jesus was recognized in the breaking of the bread (Luke 24:35),
our faith in Christ can be revealed in giving our time, talents, and our very selves away for
a world in need.
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Not to worry if you’ve forgotten to bring your cans of Soup
& Chili for our Souper Bowl. There is still time.
We’re collecting throughout all of FEBRUARY!
Remember: 100% of all money and food contributions go
directly to FEEDMORE for distribution in Richmond and in
central Virginia.
Please add “Souper Bowl” to check memo line.

End of
the month

“SOUP CAN”
DROP OFF
SATURDAY, FEB. 26
10 AM — 1 PM
Drive-thru parking lot
at the church
27

28

SARAH HART
St. Luke will be hosting an uplifting concert by Sarah Hart on April 1, 2022 at 7:00pm.
Sarah is one of the leading figures in contemporary church music today. Her songs of faith,
spirit of joy, and love for teaching and leading workshops have touched the lives
of thousands.
Originally from Lancaster, Ohio, Sarah fell in love with both reading and writing poetry in
college and created her own degree in Music Theory and Contemporary Composition at
The Ohio State University. Now based in Nashville, Tennessee, she’s on the road a good
part of the year leading concerts and events while juggling a busy songwriting,
production and recording career.
She has recorded 12 full-length collections with a signature blend of folk, pop and rock
which delight listeners of every age. Sarah’s most recent collection, Love As Never Before,
includes four new titles, a psalm and the well-loved Mass of St. Mary Magdalene.
Sarah’s dynamic energy, sense of humor and deep faith make her events unforgettable
experiences. She especially enjoys exploring topics around women’s spirituality and
leading parish missions. She has written and created five popular retreats, as well as
content for intergenerational missions, diocesan conferences and national events.
In October of 2013, Sarah had the deep honor of performing for Pope Francis and a crowd
of 150,000 in St. Peter's Square.
Sarah is also a Grammy Nominee and BMI Winner (Song of the Year, “Better Than A
Hallelujah”), a Mark Award Winner for TV/Film Music Writing (“This Moment”), an
ALA Odyssey Award Winner (Excellence in Audiobook Production, Score Writer,
“Du Iz Tak”) and an Audie Awards Nominee (Excellence in Audiobooks, Score Writer,
“Say Something”).
Her music has been recorded by many artists including Amy Grant, Celtic Women, Matt
Maher and The Newsboys. She lives with her husband and two daughters in Nashville.
Please mark your calendars and plan to attend.

Tickets are $15.00 and are now available at the St. Luke website, www.stlukerichmond.org.
You can also pay with a check placed in the offering plate. Please put Sarah Hart concert on
the memo line of your check.
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St. Luke Evangelical Lutheran Church
7757 Chippenham Parkway, Richmond, VA 23225
Office: 804-272-0486 Ext. 1, admin@stlukerichmond.org
www.stlukerichmond.org
The Rev. Joshua J. Menke

St. Luke Lutheran Church is a member of the Virginia Synod of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. To find out more
about the Lutheran Church, please visit the following websites:
ELCA, www.ELCA.org or Virginia Synod, www.vasynod.org

Church Staff and Committee Contact Information
Please contact us with any questions or concerns you may have using the information listed below.

Rev. Joshua Menke, Pastor

pastor@stlukerichmond.org

804-272-0486 X 2

Tammy Hammond, Church Administrator

admin@stlukerichmond.org

804-272-0486 X 1

Richard Barnett, Director of Music

music@stlukerichmond.org

804-272-0486 X 3

Vince Reedinger, Worship/Music Chair

stlukeworship@stlukerichmond.org

Betty Walker, Christian Education Co-Chair

stlukechristianed@stlukerichmond.org

Evelyn Henson, Webmaster

webmaster@stlukerichmond.org

30

