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ST. LUKE LUTHERAN CHURCH
By grace, we know, love, worship and serve
Jesus Christ as we proclaim His Good News.
Welcome to St. Luke Lutheran Church. We are glad that God brought you to worship with us today.
We rejoice in your presence among us this morning to praise and adore our Lord Jesus Christ!
Please take a moment to fill out a Visitor Card located in the pew rack in front of you and drop it
in the offering plate, so that we may have a record of your visit. Please come back and join us soon.
You are always most welcome at St. Luke.

December 5, 2021
Second Sunday of Advent
Forerunners and messengers advance the advent of our God. While John the baptizer’s voice in the wilderness
may be the principal focus of the day, Malachi’s prophecy could as easily herald the coming Christ as forerunner of the Lord of hosts. Finally all the baptized are called to participate in the sharing of the gospel. In so doing
we prepare the way for the coming of Jesus and assist all people in capturing a vision of the “salvation of God.”

Liturgy for Today: We will Worship today using liturgy and hymns from Setting Four of the red
ELW Worship Book. We are also using liturgy and hymns from Setting Eleven of the new ACS, All
Creation Sings Worship Book. Today’s liturgy and hymns are provided in this bulletin for your
convenience. Congregational response is marked with a bolded C.
Altar Flowers: Today’s Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and
 in Honor of their grandson Cole’s sixth birthday by Ludi and Butch Webber
 In Memory of her husband John Coffman by Rita Coffman
Advent Wreath: Thank you to the Pennington family for serving in Worship today by lighting the
Advent Wreath and reading the Advent Wreath Prayer.
Offering: Offering plates are located near the doors to the sanctuary. Please place your offerings in
the plates at the beginning of the service as you enter. Thank you.
9:00am
10:00am

NO Sunday School Classes or Adult Forum
In-person WORSHIP SERVICE ~ with Holy Communion
with Advent Wreath Lighting and Readings, a Baptism and New Members joining
A Reception follows the Service
Our Worship Service will also be available for viewing
Sunday morning “LIVE” on our Facebook page and later on Youtube

Baptism: We rejoice today in the Baptism of George Gustafson, son of Leah and Gus
Gustafson. We welcome George into the Lord’s family and receive him as a member of
the Body of Christ and worker with us in the Kingdom of God.
New Members: We are blessed to receive Leah and Gus Gustafson as new members into
our church family during the Worship Service: Please introduce yourself and welcome
them to St. Luke.
Please turn off or silence your cell phone. Thank you.
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PRELUDE

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM

(We sit)
PRESENTATION
P
God, who is rich in mercy and love,
gives us a new birth into a living hope
through the sacrament of baptism.
By water and the Word,
God delivers us from sin and death
and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ.
We are united with all the baptized
in the one body of Christ,
anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit,
and joined in God's mission for the life of the world.

P
R
P

As you enter these waters of baptism,
you are entrusted with responsibilities:
to live among God’s faithful people,
to receive the word of God and the holy supper,
to study the holy scriptures,
to grow in faith and prayer,
so that you may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.

P
R

Do you accept these responsibilities to grow in the Christian faith and life?
I do.

P

Gus and Leah, do you promise to support George
and pray for him in his new life in Christ?
We do, and ask God to help and guide us.

R
P
R
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George, called by the Holy Spirit,
trusting in the grace and love of God,
do you desire to be baptized into Christ?
I do.

And as new members of St. Luke, do you intend to join George
in continuing in the covenant of your baptism among God’s people in this place?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

P

C

People of God, do you promise to support and pray
for these new members in their life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

(We stand)
PROFESSION OF FAITH (All respond)
P
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin,
and confess the faith of the Church.
P
C

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
I renounce them.

P
C

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.

P
C

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them.

P
C

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

P
C

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

P
C

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P

Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty,
you are the river of life,
you are the everlasting wellspring,
you are the fire of rebirth.
Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams.
Honor to you for cloud and rain, for dew and snow.
Your waters are below us,
around us, above us:
our life is born in you.
You are the fountain of resurrection.
Praise to you for your saving waters:
Noah and the animals survive the flood,
Hagar discovers your well.
The Israelites escape through the sea,
and they drink from your gushing rock.
Naaman washes his leprosy away,
and the Samaritan woman will never be thirsty again.
At this font, holy God, we pray:
Praise to you for the water of baptism
and for your Word that saves us in this water.
Breathe your Spirit into all who are gathered here
and into all creation.
Illumine our days.
Enliven our bones.
Dry our tears.
Wash away the sin within us,
and drown the evil around us.

C
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Satisfy all our thirst with your living water,
Jesus Christ, our Savior,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

(We sit)
BAPTISM
P
George David,
I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C
Amen.
(We sing)
BAPTISMAL ALLELUIA
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia
C

You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. Alleluia.

P

Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God,
that through water and the Holy Spirit
you give your daughters and sons new birth,
cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.
Sustain George with the gift of your Holy Spirit:
* The spirit of wisdom and understanding,
* The spirit of counsel and might,
* The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord,
* The spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.
Amen.

C
P
C

George, Child of God,
you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit
and marked with the Cross of Christ forever.
Amen.

(Kipps family comes forward)
WELCOME
P
Let your light so shine before others
that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.
K
C

Let us welcome these sisters and brothers in Christ to this community of faith.
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.
Together we will give thanks and praise to God
and proclaim the good news to all the world.

The Gustafson family is sponsored by the Kipps family.
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THE GATHERING

ENTRANCE HYMN, “We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus”

GREETING
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C
And also with you.
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ADVENT WREATH
L

C

We praise you, O God, for this circle of light
that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent.
As we light the candles on this wreath,
kindle within us the fire of your Spirit,
that we may be light shining in the darkness.
Enlighten us with your grace,
that we may welcome others as you have welcomed us.
Grant this through Christ our Lord,
whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.
Amen.

HYMN, “People, Look East” V. 1, 2
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
O Christ, in the stillness of our souls we listen for your voice.
C
Come, Lord Jesus!
P
C

The peace of God be among you and remain with you always.
And also with you.

P

Let us pray.
Stir up our hearts, Lord God,
to prepare the way of your only Son.
By his coming give to all the people of the world
knowledge of your salvation;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C
Amen.
(We sit)

After every reading:

THE WORD

A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

FIRST LESSON: Malachi 3:1-4
God announces a covenant with Israel. A messenger like Malachi (his name means “my
messenger”) will prepare the way for the coming of the Lord by purifying and refining God’s
people, as silver and gold are refined.
1

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you
seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight
—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts.
2

But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier of
silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until
they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness.
4

Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old
and as in former years.
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PSALMODY: Luke 1:68-79

Joe Bucher, Cantor

In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall break upon us. (Lk. 1:78)

68

Blessed are you, Lord, the | God of Israel,
you have come to your people and | set them free.

69

You have raised up for us a | mighty Savior,
born of the house of your | servant David. R

70

Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us | from our enemies,
71
from the hands of | all who hate us,

72

to show mercy | to our forebears,
and to remember your | holy covenant.

73

This was the oath you swore to our | father Abraham:
74
to set us free from the hands of our | enemies,

free to worship you | without fear,
75
holy and righteous before you, all the days | of our life. R
76

And you, child, shall be called the prophet of | the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to pre- | pare the way,

77

to give God’s people knowledge | of salvation
by the forgiveness | of their sins.

78

In the tender compassion | of our God
the dawn from on high shall | break upon us,

79

to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shad- | ow of death,
and to guide our feet into the | way of peace. R
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SECOND LESSON: Philippians 1:3-11
The apostle Paul was the pastor of many new churches. He writes in this letter about his joy to
be in partnership with the Christians of Philippi. Listen to how tender-hearted Paul, sometimes
a stern preacher, is with his friends as he encourages them to grow in love and knowledge.
3

I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every one of my
prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 6I am
confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by
the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold
me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in
the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you
with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more
and more with knowledge and full insight 10to help you to determine what is best, so that in the
day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11having produced the harvest of righteousness
that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.
(We stand)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION, O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” Refrain only
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Before the reading:
P
The Holy Gospel, according to Luke.
C
Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL: Luke 3:1-6
John the Baptist is a herald of Jesus, whose way is prepared by “repentance for the forgiveness
of sins.” As we hear the careful record of human leaders, we sense the spectrum of political and
religious authority that will be challenged by this coming Lord.
1

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of
Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea
and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went into all
the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins,
4
as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.
5
Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smooth;
6
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ”
After the reading:
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
(We sit)
CHOIR ANTHEM, “Come Thou Redeemer of the Earth”
SERMON
(Silence for reflection)
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(We stand)
HYMN OF THE DAY, “Canticle of the Turning”

12

APOSTLES’ CREED
P
Together with the whole church, we confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
C
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
P
In this season of watching and waiting,
let us pray for all people and places that yearn for God’s presence.
(We sing)
HYMN, “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.
A

C
A

C

You send messengers into the world to proclaim the day of your coming.
Make our bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay preachers confident in their preaching,
that their words and our lives witness to your grace.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Send your Spirit to all living creatures that are endangered.
Provide them with shelter and care,
and bring us into right relationship with the earth
that you create and call good.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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A

C

Send leaders to our nations, cities, schools, and businesses
to work on behalf of those who have lost parents, spouses, and loved ones;
immigrants; the imprisoned; those living in poverty; and all who are oppressed.
Make them bold in their commitments to justice and reconciliation.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

A

Send your servants to care for those who suffer.
Use our ministries and our lives to reach out with compassion
to those who are hungry, oppressed, lonely, or ill.
Grant them healing and wholeness.
Today, especially do we name:
Family of
David Hahn
Brent Ladd
Skip Basden
Kenneth Hammond II
Family of
Carol Bernard
Ken Hammond III
Lesley Marcoux
Joe Colly
Susan Higden
Linda Metoyer
Scott Cook
Howdy Howdyshell
Margaret Moseley
Dean Fossum
Lambert Kerschbaumer Adele Pennington
Michael Fowler
Betty Kipps
Jim Poole

A
A
C
A

C

A

C
P
C
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We pray for those we now name before you,
either out loud, or in the silence of our hearts:
(wait)
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Send prophets to speak difficult truths,
even when they are poorly received.
Embolden those who ask hard questions
and challenge accepted ways.
Instill in youth and elders alike
a passion for pointing to Jesus in all things.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

We remember your saints,
both those publicly celebrated
and those more humbly remembered.
Confident that your work will be completed,
we live in faith until the day of your coming.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect.
Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

Susan Robinson
Molly Roth
Pastor Donna Ruggles
Pastor Ken Ruppar
Kay Wason
Sarah Witthoefft
Jean Yerian

THE MEAL

(We greet one another with a gesture of peace, saying, “Peace be with you.” Please share
signs of peace with those in your immediate vicinity only. If any are not comfortable making physical contact during the peace, please share peace in other ways.)
PEACE
P
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C
And also with you.
(We sit)
ANNOUNCEMENTS
OFFERING
Offering plates are located near the doors to the sanctuary. Please place your offerings in
the plates at the beginning of the service as you enter.
(We stand to sing as the gifts are presented at the altar)
OFFERTORY, “God Bless to Us Our Bread”
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
A
Let us pray.
God of our waiting and watching,
we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives
to the service of all your people.
Prepare the way before us
as we meet you in this simple meal,
through Christ Jesus,
our pathway and our peace.
C
Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE - ADVENT
P
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you,
almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

16

(We sing)
SANCTUS, “Ley Lo Ley Lo Lay Lo
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER FOR ADVENT
P
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
C

P

C
P

C
P

C
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Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup
we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us. Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people. Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
C
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.
(We sit)
HOLY COMMUNION:
This is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord. It is made ready for those who love him and
for those who want to love him more. So, come, you who have much faith and you who have
little, you who have been here often and you who have not been here long, you who have tried
o follow and you who have failed. Come, because it is the Lord who invites you. It is his will
that those who want him should meet him here.
Those who do not commune are invited forward for a blessing. Those unable to partake of wine
or wheaten bread are assured that the Church affirms our Lord’s presence in, with, and under
each element. White grape juice and gluten-free wafers are available.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P
Come to Christ’s banquet.
Feast on God’s gift of grace.
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(We sing during the distribution of Communion)
COMMUNION HYMN, “O Lamb of God”
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COMMUNION HYMN, “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”

CHOIR MEDITATION, “Behold the Lamb”
(We stand)
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
P
The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing,
so that we may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit,
through Christ Jesus for whom we wait.
C
Amen.
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE, “Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise”

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
A
Let us pray.
Most High God, you have come among us at this table.
By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word,
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all,
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.
C
Amen.
(Silence for reflection)

THE SENDING

BENEDICTION
P
The Lord bless you and keep you,
The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy,
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN, “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”

DISMISSAL
A
Go in peace. Christ is near.
C
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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NEXT SUNDAY
December 12, 2021
Third Sunday of Advent
9:00am

NO Sunday School Classes or Adult Forum

10:00am

In-person WORSHIP SERVICE ~ with Holy Communion
with Advent Wreath Lighting, Advent Readings and our Christmas Pageant
A Cookie Reception follows the Service
Our Worship Service will also be available for viewing
Sunday morning “LIVE” on our Facebook page and later on Youtube

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
We pray for our needs and those of others. Please keep the following members,
their families, and our friends in your thoughts and prayers.
Prayers are asked for: Family of Skip Basden (Brenda’s brother-in-law), Carol Bernard, Scott Cook,
Michael Fowler, Family of Lesley Marcoux, Margaret Moseley (Vickie’s sister), Adele Pennington

Continued Prayers are asked for: Joe Colly, Dean Fossum (Terri’s dad), David Hahn, Kenneth
Hammond II, Ken Hammond III, Susan Higden, Howdy Howdyshell, Lambert Kerschbaumer,
Betty Kipps (Bill’s mother), Brent Ladd, Linda Metoyer, (Trish’s mother), Jim Poole (Cindy’s sonin-law), Susan Robinson, Molly Roth (Betsy’s sister), Pastor Donna Ruggles, Pastor Ken Ruppar,
Kay Wason, Sarah Witthoefft (Tim’s wife, Marty and Ann’s daughter-in-law), Jean Yerian
Please also remember our fellow members who are homebound. A card, a phone call or an email
would be deeply appreciated by them.
Names are kept on the Prayer List for four weeks. Please keep the office informed of any changes.
Please let us know if someone has a long term illness and needs to be kept on the Prayer List.
If you or a family member is in the armed forces on active duty, they can also be put on our list.

Estimate of Giving Cards for 2022
Estimate of Giving Cards have been given out.
Please fill out your card and put it in the offering plate.
You can also mail it in to the church office, attention Ludi Webber.
Please return the card to the church by December 12, 2021.
Thank you for your generosity and support to sustain and grow our ministries.
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Masks are now required inside the church, regardless of your vaccination
status. Thank you for helping us stop the spread of the corona virus.
NO ADULT FORUM CLASSES DURING ADVENT
NEW MEMBERS RECEPTION: Sunday, December 5, 11:30am
EXTRA CHOIR REHEARSAL: Sunday, December 5, 11:30am
FUTURE FOCUS OF MINISTRY MESSAGING/EVANGELISM MTG: Sunday, Dec. 5, 11:30am
CHESTERFIELD COUNTY CONCERT BAND & JAZZ ENSEMBLE CHRISTMAS CONCERT:
Monday, December 6, 7:00pm
MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY CLASS: Wednesday, December 8, 10:30am
GRATEFUL WEDNESDAY AL ANON MEETING: Wednesday, December 8, 12:00pm
SAFE PLACE ADULT CHILDREN OF ALCOHOLICS MTG: Wednesday, December 8, 7:00pm
NO HANDBELL CHOIR REHEARSAL: Thursday, December 9
ST. LUKE CHOIR REHEARSAL: Thursday, December 9, 6:30pm
ST. LUKE BOOK CLUB ZOOM MEETING: Friday, December 10, 7:00pm
HELP AND HOPE AL ANON MEETING: Saturday, December 11, 9:00am
LESLEY MARCOUX MEMORIAL SERVICE: Saturday, Dec 11, 11:00am, Reception follows
PAGEANT REHEARSAL: Sunday, December 12, 8:45am

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT SVC WITH PAGEANT: Sunday, Dec. 12, 10:00am, In-person with
Advent Wreath Lighting, broadcast “Live” on Facebook. A Cookie Reception follows.
INTERIORS DECORATES: Sunday, December 12, 11:30am
CHOIR AND MUSICIANS CHRISTMAS PARTY: Sunday, December 12, 12:00PM
WOMEN’S GROUP MTG: Tuesday, Dec. 14, 10:30am. Ornament Exchange if you want to.
We are wrapping the hats, gloves and scarves. Bring your lunch. Drinks, Dessert, Devotions are
provided. All women are invited.
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ADVENT: Last Sunday was the first Sunday of Advent and the new Church year has begun.
On this day, we light the first candle on the Advent Wreath. The days of Advent point us
toward the three comings of the Lord Jesus: 1. He came among us at Bethlehem; 2. He comes
among us now; 3. He will come again in glory. Keep awake, for His coming is certain and
His day draws near! The word "Advent" comes from the Latin word adventus which means
arrival or coming. It is the first season of the Church year, beginning four Sundays before
Christmas, on the Sunday falling on or nearest to Nov. 30 and ends on Christmas Eve. The
coming to earth of humanity’s Redeemer represents the focus and principle theme of the
Advent season. Advent draws our attention both toward the long-awaited birth of Jesus at
Bethlehem, and to the second Advent, when Christ will return to judge the living and the
dead. This season focuses on preparing for the coming of Christ; not only His first coming
as the Christ-child at Christmas, but also His Second Coming as King, making Advent “a
period for devout and joyful expectation.” The color for Advent season is blue.
ADVENT WREATH: An Advent Wreath is a garland of evergreens with four candles.
Some churches attach themes to each candle, most often hope, faith, joy and love. The
Advent Wreath, which probably originated among early Lutherans in Germany, is a symbol
of waiting and watchfulness during the weeks of Advent. The Advent wreath is customarily
placed near the Gospel side of the altar (the left side as facing the altar). It is removed from
the church at the conclusion of Advent, prior to the Christmas celebration.
OTHER ADVENT TRADITIONS: In other cultures and Christian faith traditions, there
are some interesting Christmas and Advent traditions, some with deep cultural roots and
others with curious beginnings. Here are some traditions you may not have heard of:
Posadas: The word “posada” means "shelter" or "lodging." This Advent custom, popular
throughout the Spanish-speaking world, re-enacts Mary and Joseph’s journey from Nazareth
to Bethlehem and their search for lodging along the way. The ritual lasts for nine days (Dec.
16-24). A group of people travels from house to house on a route, taking the role of pilgrims
seeking lodging. Those inside the homes are innkeepers who refuse them. At the last home
all are invited in for prayer and refreshments.
Jesse Tree: Each day of Advent a homemade ornament is added to the Jesse Tree, a small
tree or simply a bare branch. These symbolic ornaments can each represent a prophecy foretelling of Christ. Other variations include creating ornaments that represent the ancestors in
the lineage of Christ.
Advent Candle: In the late 19th century, Advent clocks or Advent candles began to make
an appearance in many homes in Germany. Dates are marked in a row down the side of the
Advent candle. Every day, the candle is lit and then burned down to the next date. By
Christmas Day, the entire candle has been used.
Santa Lucia or St. Lucy: She is remembered on the Dec. 13. On the morning of St. Lucia’s
Day, the eldest daughters in households dress in white robes with red sashes and wreaths
with lighted candles on their heads. They carry a breakfast of coffee, gingerbread cookies
and sun-colored “St. Lucia” saffron buns to their parents’ bedrooms. The younger daughters
of the household follow them carrying a single candle. Their brothers, called “star boys,”
wear tall, pointed caps.
Paper Lanterns: This is a tradition most likely adopted from Christian missionaries, in
China, Christians light their homes with decorative paper lanterns. They might also decorate
a “Tree of Light” with paper chains or flowers.
Candy Canes: Did you know that candy canes started as a way to teach children about Jesus?
Legend has it that candy canes were invented by a cathedral choirmaster as a way to keep
children quiet during a Christmas Eve service. The design of the candy, though, was meant
to help children remember the shepherds who visited Jesus.
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Pick-Up Start Date - Nov.28

Return by - Dec 19

“While we are and have always supported those without families in nursing
homes with our Angel Tree, this year we also have a unique opportunity to make
a difference in the lives of Afghan families who fled Afghanistan for freedom and
a better life.
As they transition from a different life with literally the clothes on their backs,
we happily can be a part of welcoming them here to Virginia by providing winter
clothes for their children. There are 10 families with a total of 43 children
ranging in age from 3 months to 17 years old.
Angels will be color coded to denote each family group and the winter
clothes can be anything ranging from coats and sweaters to hats, mittens,
scarves and socks. Each Angel will have an age, sex, and or size.
There will also be 20 Angels for nursing home residents who need
jogging suits as they were discharged from the hospital without clothing and
are without families. These Angels will not have colored stickers but have
size and male or female designation.
We ask that Angels be picked up starting November 28th and returned no
later than December 19th.
We hope our congregation can help both of these worthy
endeavors in this generous season of giving.
Sincerely,
Angel Tree Committee.
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CHESTERFIELD COUNTY CONCERT & JAZZ BAND
CHRISTMAS CONCERT ~ Monday, December 6, 7:00pm
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT ~ Sunday, December 12,
10:00am during the Worship Service, Cookie Reception follows
ST. LUKE CHOIR/MUSICIANS CHRISTMAS LUNCH ~ Sunday, December, 12, 12:00pm
ST. LUKE CHOIR CHRISTMAS CANTATA ~ Sunday, December 19, 10am
during the Worship Service, Handbell Prelude
STEPHEN MINISTRY CHRISTMAS BRUNCH ~ Sunday, December 19, 12:30pm
CHRISTMAS CAROLING ~ Sunday, December 19, 4:00pm
FIRST DAY OF WINTER ~ Tuesday, December 21
CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICE: Friday, December 24, 8:00pm
LESSONS AND CAROLS WORSHIP SERVICE ~ Sunday, Dec. 26, 10:00am
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED ~ December 27 through December 31

NEW YEAR’S EVE ~ December 31

NEW YEAR’S DAY ~ January 1, 2022
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Sunday, December 12 - 10:00 AM Service

Sunday, December 19 - 10:00 AM Service

Shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
O daughter Jerusalem!"
Saturday, December 24 - 8:00 PM

Christmas Eve Service
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Advent Devotionals
We have Advent Devotionals and Calendars available for you.
Please pick up your copies today. They are in the Narthex.
Dear St. Luke Lutheran Church Members,
As we enter our Advent Journey towards Christmas - Christ's Birth, God's gift to all of us,
it is our custom to present a cash gift to our dedicated Church Staff. Our Staff includes the
Rev. Josh Menke, (Pastor), Tammy Hammond (Church Administrator), Richard Barnett
(Director of Music), Sarah Mills (Program Coordinator), Vickie Pyle (Nursery Attendant)
and Naim Abdelshahid (Custodian). This is one small way that we can show our appreciation
for the ministry and services they provide to each of us individually and as a Church Family.
Please consider placing a check or envelope marked "Staff Christmas Gift" in the offering plate over the
next several Sundays so we can present the staff with a well-deserved Gift from ALL OF US.
You can designate the gift to one or more of the staff members or by indicating a percentage. Gifts that are
not designated will be divided equally.
Together in Christ,
St. Luke Congregational Council

St. Luke Memory Tree
Our Memory Tree doves are now available in the Narthex.
Everyone is invited to prepare a white dove in memory of a Loved One.
Please write your loved one’s name on the dove and place it into the Memory Tree basket.
One name per dove please.
The white doves will be placed on the tree in the Narthex after the Angels are gone.
They will remain until Epiphany, which is Thursday, January 6, 2022.
St. Luke’s Weather Policy and Worship Cancellation Information
We are now into the time of the year when we may have to deal with wintery
weather conditions and the cancellation of worship services or fellowship events.
In the event of inclement weather, please be advised that St. Luke follows the
same protocol of the public school systems in the area. Usually, if local schools
are closed because of bad weather, St. Luke will be closed for all church activities
and to all groups using our building.
We will also add closings to the following TV Channels: Channel 6, Channel 8 and Channel 12. Some of
our Closing info will be listed on that Channel’s TV station and others on their website only. Please
check our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/stlukerichmond or the St. Luke Lutheran Church web site
at www.stlukerichmond.org for other weather related information as it becomes available. Thank you.
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Please add the following opportunities for Advent and Christmas
Worship to your calendar.

Advent
Sunday, December 5, 2021
10:00am

Second Sunday of Advent
Worship Service ~ with Holy Communion
Advent Wreath Lighting and Readings
New Members joining and a Baptism

Sunday, December 12, 2021 Third Sunday in Advent
10:00am
Worship Service ~ with Holy Communion
Advent Wreath Lighting and Readings
Children’s Christmas Pageant during Worship
Cookie Reception follows the Service
Sunday, December 19, 2021 Fourth Sunday in Advent
10:00am
Worship Service ~ with Holy Communion
Advent Wreath Lighting and Readings
Handbells play during the Service
St. Luke Choir Christmas Cantata during Worship
4:00pm
Christmas Caroling to our Shut-ins

Christmas
Friday, December 24, 2021
8:00pm

Christmas Eve: “The Nativity of Our Lord”
Candlelight Christmas Eve Worship Service
with Holy Communion

Sat., December 25, 2021

NO Christmas Day Worship Service

Sunday, December 26, 2021 First Sunday of Christmas
10:00am
Festival of Lessons and Carols
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Cookies ARE Needed!
We are planning to have a Cookie Reception for the congregation on Sunday,
December 12th after the Christmas Pageant and Worship Service. If you can,
please help by bringing a plate of cookies on that day.
Please leave your cookies in the kitchen before the church service begins.
Thanks to all that help with our fellowship events. We appreciate it!

St. Luke Book Club
December 10, 2021, 7:00 PM
Special Fireside Chat - Zoom meeting
Celebrate an evening of storytelling and remembrances
of Christmas memories.
Put on your festive holiday fashions, grab a snack and
drink and sit in your favorite chair as you join us for a
special Fireside Chat.
Do you have special decorations or traditions, foods or funny stories that you bring out
each year? Spend a few minutes telling your tale and then listening to others as well.
It’s a true storytellers evening. If you would like to join us for Book Club evenings, please
contact Sim Austin for the Zoom entry info.
January Book Club – January 14, 2022 at 7:00 PM. January’s book is “Sea Keepers
Daughter” by Lisa Wingate.

We missed last year—but are back this year !
The Women of St. Luke are collecting new and gently used hats, scarves and mittens now
through December 5th for the children of St. Joseph’s Villa.
All sizes are needed—infant through teen sizes, and knitted are welcome!!
(Some teens, both boys and girls, take adult sizes)
Please bring your gifts to church by December 5th.
We will be delivering what we collect in early December in time for their Christmas Party.
Please leave your donations in the PURPLE tub in the Fellowship Hall.
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Christmas Poinsettias
This year’s poinsettias will be red and have two plants per pot. They
will come in a 7” pot wrapped in green foil. Poinsettias are $12.00 each.
These beautiful plants are grown locally in Chesterfield County.
I would like to order the following poinsettia(s) to be used for Christmas Worship Services:
How many __________ To the GLORY OF GOD

How many __________ To the glory of God, and in HONOR of (write names below)
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
How many __________ To the glory of God, and in MEMORY of (write names below)
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

The Order Deadline is Sunday, December 7, 2021.
Please enclose your check made payable to St. Luke Lutheran Church
with your order, and mark “Christmas Poinsettias” on the memo line.
Today’s Date: ____________________ Total poinsettia plants ordered: _______________
Amount enclosed: $_________________ Cash or Check: ___________________
Flowers donated by: _______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
*Poinsettias may be picked up after the December 26th Worship Service.*
(Additional forms are available in the narthex)
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St. Luke Evangelical Lutheran Church
7757 Chippenham Parkway, Richmond, VA 23225 • 804-272-0486
admin@stlukerichmond.org • www.stlukerichmond.org
The Rev. Joshua J. Menke

St. Luke Lutheran Church is a member of the Virginia Synod of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. To find out more
about the Lutheran Church, please visit the following websites:
ELCA, www.ELCA.org or Virginia Synod, www.vasynod.org

Church Staff and Committee Contact Information
Please contact us with any questions or concerns you may have using the information listed below.
Rev. Joshua Menke, Pastor

pastor@stlukerichmond.org

804-272-0486 X 2

Tammy Hammond, Church Administrator

admin@stlukerichmond.org

804-272-0486 X 1

Richard Barnett, Director of Music

music@stlukerichmond.org

804-272-0486 X 3

Vince Reedinger, Worship/Music Chair

stlukeworship@stlukerichmond.org

Betty Walker, Christian Education Co-Chair

stlukechristianed@stlukerichmond.org

Sim Austin, Church Council Member

stlukecouncil@stlukerichmond.org

Evelyn Henson, Webmaster

webmaster@stlukerichmond.org

STAY IN TOUCH WITH SOCIAL MEDIA
We’re on the web!
Website ~ www.stlukerichmond.org
FaceBook ~ www.facebook.com/stlukerichmond
YouTube ~ www.youtube.com/user/stlukesermons
Pinterest ~ www.pinterest.com/stlukelutheran
Instagram ~ www.instagram.com/stlukerichmond
Twitter ~ www.twitter.com/StLukeRichmond
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